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OR, 


A DIRECTION FOR 
MARRIED PERSONS. 


Plaincly deſcribing the dutics common to 
both, and peculiar to cach of them, 


BY PERFORMING OF WHICH, 
. Marriage ſhall prooue a great helpe to ſuch, 


as now for Want of performing them, 
doc urn d ef re . 


Compiled and publiſhed by W 1:11am Wuaarttsy, 
Minifler and Preacher of Gods VV or », 
in Banbury in Oxford-ſhxere, 
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Hs. 1g. 4. 
Aearriage is honourable among all men,and the b:d undtfiled: 
but Whoremongers and Adulterers God will iudge, 
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PE rerarenny 


HIS VERIE 


LOVING AND MVCH 


eſteemed Father in Law, Maſter 


GEORG E Hvnr, Paſtor of 
Collingburne Ducks in Wiltſhire, 
all happinelle be mul- 


tiplicd, 


FPLRSAE IR, having preached 4 wedding | 
a £5). = Sermon IS fexme or _— 
Y Jeares ſince, and delivered «4 co- 

pie thereof wnlo « friend, 1. 
| found it the laſt yeare publiſh- | 
ea withow my priatty. Hence | 
1 was occaſioned to peruſe cer- | 
taine larger notes, which 1 had Hing by wee of that 


[ubieft., Now ſeeing cuftome hath 


' 


rought this inkie | 
| and paperie thankfulneſſe into f wage , the wery 
| ſubie# of this Treatiſe inmited mee to make ten- 
der of it onto your ſelfe , to whom the Lord bath 
made me beholding for the greateſt of all outward be- 
xefits, a good yoke-fellow, axd a moſt comtentfull and | 
peaceful liuing is matrimony. wherefore in this Epi- | 
file Dedicatory fer me take leane(without the enne of 4- | 
ny) to put you in remembrance of that great happineſſe, | 

which God hath beflowed <pon you, in that you are the | 
| . I -.  ſonne 
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Dedicatory. 
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The Epiſtle 

fon of « [1ilrer go boms on!y the death of he per /ecutors, 
iP ad of Qurene Matic (whoſe a theorize t9:) abuied in 
' ferſerntieo : 14 binaer / FED; C01 + 4 crowned will the 
molt honorable cromme? of Martyr dome. W098 £0- 
thing could hindcy from becommg a bleſſec Confeſſor, 


#mpriſenea.conitomaed tobe burnt, gy prepares for the 


— —— 
4 


fer tw te/ſtmony of the truth of God ; but that the Shes | 
vifes cenilentj/e, im veſuſing to become anexecutioner, 


| ain preaert the fuifilliag of the Channcellors ſentence, 
43 7} [elſe haus often heard you relate (who were then 


| of nge 18 know the {ufferings of your father though not 


19 conſeder the cauſe thereef ), ana as Maſter Fox hath 
{et downe 7a his bookes of Ats & Monuments. in the 
£* 


| ner bath abundanilyfulfiledb promiſe to your father, 
| rr/9fe pourrty (by reaſon of the taking away of all bus 
i £90ds,e7 long impriſonment in Qu. Maries dates) was 


FU 


kind & true ſriends(thiee brethren of the worfhipful 
Family of King{mils in Hampſhire, Maſter Roger, 
Aajler lohn;and Maſicr George Kingimil if 1 for- 
{ ger 1191 their numes, 25 Thaw heirs you thankfully re- 


frory of Richard White,c+ Iohn Hunor;which Iohn | 
; Hunt 15 your faiber, Since that time the Lord of hea- 


| {nc, that at his death he had nothing in the world 1o ' 
bequrath wpto you but his bible, a moſt fit tegaciefor a 
Confeſſer to his 831 (on. But God that never forgetteth 
to ſhew mercy and 1ruth, did quickly raiſe you wp moſt | 


{ « k - J , 
\ coraltn2 the) who did preſently pon jour fathers ceath, 
\ of their own free will, > by their own labour apa coſt, 


| Procure pour training wp 1 Merchant-Taplors Schoole | 
j in Leadon: 6 after maiul atzed youin the famous Col- 


ledee of Megdalems in Oxford, ul they bad procured 
yon by they faonr firjt\e Demies plact and afier aFel- 


— 


Lowes | 


| 


' Ged (whoje teflimony alnnt i wortby w be regarded), 
| doſpeak louinely & reſpeitfuily of you, & 14anr (el' en- 


' nefit to their 1/ſue, than any of thoſe which the doting 
' world (that ſees alone with the'eye of ſenſe) dath more 
| applans & aamivre. Now therefore al(o I ſend theſef w 
| lines onto youby way of thanks;for haning caucaied for 


 naze of 4 Martyr indeſire,e Confeſlor in t;knowinz 
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The/Epftle Dediicatory. 
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 lowes place in that worthy fownaatis. Aud leftly,ceaſed | 

. not, till one of them bad beſlowed wpon you that linime, 
' where mww you have liged for the ſpace wel-xeare of 40. 
, yeares, doing ſuch good fermice to God & bis Charchin 


the worke of the Miniſtery, as that all thoſe wha feave 
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ioy the bleſſedpes of a m-dale eftaie (better than a Mo- | 
narchy), where you h1nentither bin {att with too mu fl | 
ner (canted'with too iitle, but haue found tha' goidey 
mediocritie, which the wiſe man praved for ana which 
thoſe that haue;and baue withall(as you hane had\wi/- 
dome enourh tebe content withit, dv only know what it 
means ts live happily im this worid, Now 1 bleſje God, 
that vnwillingly directed my chorle, tothe hauſe & li- 


that theſe tilles(if we were not earthly mined do farre 
exceed thoſe of Barons, Lords,K ntehts;and ace aerine 4 
trucr nobilltie & honor, & more excellent profit &+ be- 
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me, beſtowed p91 me a moſt excellent  Vertuons 
wife, whoſe price Solomon (who was wiſe enugh to | 
know the aue worth of all things) doib far prefer to all | 
the richeſt Pearles and lewels in the world. And this | 
hae 1 fo-much the rather done, becauſe 1 hawe bin bet- 
ter able to ſhew what 4 200d wife ſhould do by finding 
the full dutte of a wiſe tn as exact copleatneſſe,as mor- 
talttie can affoord,auily and continually performed v13- | 


' to mein mine owne houſe; moſt eaſily therefore might 1 | 
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"The Epiſtle Ded icatory. 
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fe 21 out « pifure of that which s hourely conntrſant be. 


fore mine eyes. Now the Lord of heanen bliſſe you 
with a proſperons and happy age, and remember his 
promiſe of ſhewing mercy to thouſands of them that 
loue bim, and keepe his commanaements, in ſuch a de- 
gree chiefly, as to be reaay to gine their lines to the fle- 
ming fier,rather than conſent to the pratiiſe of, Romiſh 
Idelatrir. and ſo with all the heartieſt acknowledge- 
ments of my debt unto you, that an Epiſtle 
wy deliuer, 1 moſt kindly take leane, 
reſting ener 


Your fonne in Law to be in 
all chings commanded, 
as your naturall ſonne, 
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FO THE CHRISTIAN 
READER. 


Hriſtian Reader, Marriage hath 
ſcarſe more that vie, then that 
accuſe it, Moſt men enter into 
this eſtate, and being entred 
complaine therof, They ſhould 
rather complaineof themſelues, 
Iris an vniuſt thing, and afruit 

of ignorant pride, to caſt the blame of our gric- 

uances vpon Gods ordinances, d beene hap- 


OE 


F 
FOX 
Wort 


thou fooliſh both before and ſince thy marriage. 
Vie it well, it ſhall adde to thine happineſſe, We 
make biner ſawce, and cry out that the mcate 1s 
Hitter, Thou nat: in matrimony not after Gods 


SA ne << A ee a, 


py (faith one) had I not been married, Then waſlt ! 


Airection,but the rules (crooked rules they be) of | 
thine owne luſts, and then ſaycſt, Oh that T had 
NCUCTL M2 cried, Oh that I were vnwarried ! For 
| ſhame keep f1! lence, tay crying ſhewes thy diſcaſe, 


The u art incCeed merticd roan ill companion (thy 


| WICK «cad Seſh that body of fdeath,that o!d husband) 
t veſtered with its brood, and neither ſce- 

from this ryrant, nor endeauoureſ} 

20 crucine the wicked off- ſpring thcreof, Tak | 


A 


Der ro rot is oeoroin o AY  e E  e tonoe b en 
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| | To the Chriſtian Readey., | 


| are thy woes; notthy Husbans, not thy VV ie, bur 
; x thy pride, thy paſſion, cau{z all this annoiance, all 
| this diſcontentment. Tidai ir in this little Treari le 
topicade the cauſe of marriage pot {0 much di 
realy in {peech, as in deed Ctually, by directing 
the married to tne knowledpe and prattile of therr 
; Cuties, Wi ch would mend all. Theſe whatfocuer * 
| man and woman inJeuour to follow, if they proue 
fot marriave a ſolace to their foulcs, and refreſh- 
ing to their olier gricfes, let me neuer but pricue. 
"Titeſe things I conc to thine vnderſtan- 
| ding, rothy lite : vſc them, and then ſay how thou 
ſpecdeft. I tntended themachc for a few,and now 
communicate them to many, Iris ao rcheritat le 
| (Iam ure) I hope, no vapreficable deed. I defire 
| ; thou ſhouldeſt make ſome vie of them, therefore 1 
bY | ' make them publike : if not, be ignorant and com- 
plaine ſtill. I meane themnort to the learned, that” 
; can find out better dire&tions for theraſcines : but 
| to thoſe whoſe place is not too god to learne of 
; the meanelt Teacher : euen vato men of the ſame 
 ranke, as they for the molt part were, to' whom 1 
 ſpake them. If rhis worke profit, I am glad, then I 
| know it ſhall pleaſe : howſoeuer, thou haft itRea- 
der, and better ſhouldſt haue had, if my ſtore at- 
foorded any better, I hope thou wilt not blame 
me for meaning well, and doing no harme, So I 
| commend thee tothe Lord. 
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| Banbary, May 24, 
& 1619. Thine in the Lerd, | 
| | WW. 


; '? autics of marricd perſons are of 
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The Coxrants of this + pi 


Wo ſorts : | 
C1, Chaſpitie,of 
(1. Some principall,by violating of Which | Which C1," 


their Couenant ts amnthilated 5 and 2 Due beneno-..| 


| 
5 
| 
J 


theſe are aloue tWo, which are | lence,of which! 


Fe, | C Chap. 2 | 
2 Some lefſe principall: (the breach Whereof notwithſtan- 


Camp ) the conenant remaineth firme, T heſe are 


C1.,A{utuall or Common toboth of them, wnregard of 


| 
1,7 hemſelues and their owne perſons Which are tWo: | 
[1.Spiri-? 

| 


{ ; | ruall, 
(1, Propertics | 
| IE! ww k 
(1. Lone of which | of it, that ” 2. 1a. SCh.; : 
| Are ſhe Wed tWoe | f71710- 
< things, 1, the | Lo tall, ; 
| 2 iT he meanes of attaining it, 
| C Chap. 4. 
C .T he chiefe effects of this loue, which are 


f 
Miſe Seems k oy 
s. (1.Pleafingneſſe,a deſire of gining content each to 0- 
| ther : of Which, Chap.s. | 
| | ſ 1.Soule :7 
! 2, Faithfkinefſe and | | 
F--19 helpefutneſſe CON 
| i ined tobe ſheWeds | 
tor. ards each = | 3-N ame: | 
tC. 


2 .Boay ., | | 


of Which, 
Chap.7. 


- * — — —— 
F4 


C4.Gooas, _ 
| 2.T h::r Families both to marataine, and alſsto germ) 


2. Pcwliar or proper toeach - 
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hee ant nat 


The Contents, 
1. T othe hnsband, which are 
| (1. To gouerne or rale, co Which end Ml mmf 
{ 1, Keepe his { 1,Generally to lie well, 
authoritie, } 2 Spect- # 1 Bitternes, Sh 8 
& Wheyeof the | ally tos, 2 Juthriftines, | Ch.s, 
| J meanes are  ſhunne C3. Lightnes. I 
2.T o uſt his anthoritre: for Which end he muſt know | 
C three things, IT | | 
| £1,Theparts of authoritte, 2 of Which he is infor - 
6 ' 2, T he enaof v(mmont : $ med,Chap.g. - 
Eos C1, Juſtice, of which 
T_ | Chap. 1 0, 
| 3;Themaner of fog |, pp, a which 
C CE 29M wo | Cha aka R | 
hy | ;. Milanes,of Which | 
a EPR | 
2s T omaintaine her, both Whileſt he lines with her, | 
| avd by his Will at death, of Which, Ch.1 3. 
i 2.T othe Wife, Which all come to tWo heads vt, 
CF 1..She my ft acknowledge her inferioritie, > 
2 2.She muſt carry her ſelfe as inferiour, 
C1,Inwardinheart, 
C1.T ohim, 
2 Before him 
{ 1. Her | to you of which 
| ſp**-9 ,. Of bim 7 Ch-14. 
ches $0. 
* | behinde his | 
S backe, 
2, In her geftures, 
qo | Countenances , and 
| * Ct Wholebehautour, 
C2 Bypractiſing the vertue of ſubieftion to 


© 


) I. His directions, and oy I1.In all things, 


A 


[ 1, By ſhewing | 
Yeuerence to. 
Wards bis 
perſon, both 


1 


Outward 


by obeying himboth 2 .Willingly. 
2, Reproofes, and chaſticements, and that by 


2 Bearing ſuch as are undeſerued, patiently, 


3 I ,Receiging ſuch as are deſerued, fruitfully, 
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An Aduertiſement of the Author \ | 
$0 the Reader. | 


| Or my part, good Reader, I account it no | 


| ſhame to confteſſe and reuoke an error, and 


* KEIPES. : 
$A % ala % +, IF. A; 
: 7, 40. if Dedaths.- 4 >. 


will therefore doe it plainly and without cir- 
cumſtance. Iu this Treatiſe thou ſhalt raecte with | 
two poſitions, which Iam conuinced by ſound | 
reaſon to be erroneous. The firſt is, the * finne of | 
Adultzrie diſſolueth the bond of Matrimonie , which | 
this inſuing argument doth, as I thinke, vngainſay- | + Pag.z.1.20, 
ably refute. Berwixt whom matrimoniall ſociety ' 2 
is lawfull,betwixt them the bond of matrimony re- ,* ** 
maineth vndiffolued: for the lawfulneſle of that ſo- 
ciety dependeth vpon that bond as vpon the next 
and immediate cauſe thereof, Now betwixt man 
and wife after the ſin of Adultery, committed by 
cither or both of them, matrimonial ſociety is law- 
full : for who can doubr,but that a man or woman, 
hauing ſecretly ſinned in this kind, repenting of 
the finne, and keeping his or her owne counſlell,. 4 
may lawtully continue to giue due bencuolence | 
vnto the yoke-fellow > Wherefore betwixe man 
and wife, after the {inne of Adultery commirred, 
the band of matrimonic remaineth vndiſfolued: 
and therefore the contrary opinion 1s falſe, -The 
ſecond is,* wilfull deſertion _—_ the bond of * Pag 35.28, 
matrimony ; againſt which, this reiton concludeth, | 
as it ſeemeth to me, vnanliwerably, To put away | 
mans wife not for Adultery, is wilfull defertion : 
for is-it not all one whether he depart from her 
with a minde of acucr returning to her, or puther 


4 3 
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XKMact,19.9-in 
| the cnd of the 
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Or EE 


Aw Adneriiſement io the Reader. 


ah. 


away from him with a minde of neuer re-accepting 
her > Now ſuch cauſcleſſe putting away a mans 
wite doth not diffolue the bond of matrimony be- 
ewixt da, ough hce ſhould marry one 
other alſo, which were\\n addition of Adulteryto 
deſertion) ; for our Sauiour faith, that He which 
mlirrieth a woman ſo put away, * doth commit A- 
aultery;, which could not be, it the bond of matri- 
mony betwixt her and the former husband were 
thereby difſolued, wherefore at leaſt fome wilfull 
difſertion doth not diffolue the bond of matrimo- 
nic. Vpon conſideration of theſe reaſons, I am 
forced to acknowledge the former opinions to be 
falſe, and therefore had giuen order to leauc them 
out in the re-priating of this Treatiſc,and had for 
that purpoſe ſent a paper to the Printer, wherein 
they were corrected : but he,loſing my paper,prin- 
ted them as they be, not ſending me word thereof, 

till it was already done ; wherefore I was willing 

to giue thee this aduertiſement, which miy ſeruc 

better to keepe thee from miſtaking with me, then 

if the former points had beene onely left our, or 

altered. So I commit thee to God, whom I pray 

re giue vs a right vnderſtanding in all things. 

Farewell, 


{ 


Septemb., 4. 162 3. 


From him that had rather 
confeſle his owne error, 
then make thee erre for 


company. 
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JZEre it not growne out of cuſtome 
to preach without a text; 'I ſhould 
eſteeme-thar-courle the maſt con- 
uenicnt for mectings of this na- 


ns (the t 
ſembly) are not fully laid downe in any one place 
of Scriprure z which.yet from many places may | 
well be colleted into the bodie of one diſcourſe. 
But left I ſhould ſeeme to affe& novelty, inrecal- 
ling che long diſuſed praQtice of antiquitie, I will 
take for the ground of all my ſpeech, the words of 
the Apolile Paw, Ephel.5.2 3.where he faith: + 


The Husband is the Wines Head. 31 

T His compariſon affords one generall points 
thar man and wife, ſtand bound to cach other, 
in a mutual] bond of dutie. \Moreis required of 


aman and woman after'marriage than was befote. 


F —B _This 


2: 


Marriage duties 
of 47. on 
privcepall lefe- 
principall, 


*Zryroc 
Retracked 
vide Aduer- 
Hſement to 
the Reader 
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| merdiffolueth thebond; the breach of the latter 


alittle more then ordinary length and varietie;for- 


7 A Bride-bofb. _ 

' ciprocall debt ; the parcels of which(forrhci 

: Etion and helpe that are or red into it) 7 
' I doe purpoſeat this time to deelare vnto yous re- | 
queſting alone one thing, thates a Weddm | 
ner, ſo a YVedding Sermpn, may not be taxed for | 


why ſhould any reaſonable creature bee lefſe wil- 
ling to feed his minde thanhis belly} - 


- wn | 


DD — 


Cyar; I, 


{ 


Shewing the firſt principall wtie of the 
Ow then, that we may not loſe our ſelues 
for want of- order, I muſt needes ranke 


_ Married, viz, Chaſ/tzie. 
Nh: duties into their ſeucrall kinds and 
heads, forthe better helpe of mine owne and your 
memories, 'They are all of-rwo ſorts : ſome princi- 
pall,8 ſome leſle principall. The principall I rerme | 
thoſe, which are of the very eſſence and being/ 


of matrimony ; the lefſe principall, choſe which. 
are alone of its well being; *The breach of the for- 


only diſturbes the ſocieric if thoſe be violated,the- 
obligation is void, and the contract nullifed,;if 
thoſe be obſcrued* (notwithſtanding other imper- 
feftions in inferiour matters) the bond for all that 
remaincth intire, thoughnor without aworld of 
vahappineſſe on both fides. Theſe maine gaties 
are only two.; Chaſliticand due beneuolence. The 


reftraining.of themſelues from all other —_ 
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tharpa ecne:yoke-feilowes, dothimake ir 
vteerhornlawfullfor-them vponany occaſion ,-at 
any time(whileſt the coucnant remaineth.infarce) 
bo mn mr. tro any other inall the world, 
beſides themſclucs; therefore the &cripturecallerh 
alt ocher, ftrangefleſh. : eucry nan iva ſtranger e> 
the woman, and: woman to the man, beſides 
the owne-yoke-fellow, And for this caufe. $4/79won 
aduiſcrh,ſaying;Let her breſts(ſpeaking of the own 
wife of youth) (acisfie thee comtrmnclly;tor why(laith 
hc) »y;/oant; ſbeuldeft thou imbrace the boſome of « 
franger ? and might not he haue faid likewiſe ; tor 
why.my daughter ſhouldeſt thou ſuffer a ſtranger 
roimbrace thy bofome? Indeedthis:dpty is.40 nar 


v=y 


—— 
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The'Law of God;the Law of: Nature,the Laws of 
all well-ordered ſocieties doe enioyne it, It is 
written in cucry mansbreaſt, and none'can chuſe, 


tinuance in wilfull finning haue nor put his eyes 
quite out, Vas not marriage appointed © pre- 
vent whoredome 2 how then ſhould it be tollera- 
ble for the married perſons to commit whore- 
dome?ls not this contrary to-the very end of nens 
living apart in families 2 Dorh ic not viterly 0- 
; uerrhrow the orderly ſocietic of a Common- 
, wealth? Doth ir not transforme men into the la- 
uage rudenefle of the bruit creatures , where no 
young almoſtcan know his fire? Yea, hath not the 
Lord inhis Word threatned it with fierce threat- 


— 
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bur readeir. in his owne conſcience, if long con | 


| 


niteſt; rhatno-man can pretend-iignoranceot it. | 
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gof themſelues each to'o- | Chaſſitie, rhe | 
ther. For -rhe firſt- of theſe two..:: The. couchant | ps Hep. of 


B 2 nings ? 


# | | 4 : 
| Heb. 13.4. 


| 1 Cor.E.g., 
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Deut. 23.22, : 
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| reaſonreach to as many, as the law-it-ſelte reach- 
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This will bring fuch'ab/at upon his mane; it ſhall oc- 


pon the heart, and ruine vpon the ſtate, and dam- 
| nation ar taſtvpon the ſoulezforno adulterer ſhall 
inherit che Kingdome :of heauen; faith the Apo- 
ſtle, Yeazrhis'is a capirall crime,which.as it makes 
a diſſolution berwixr the married people, ſo deſer- 
weth, tharch-reſhould be a diſfohmntion made be- 
' twixt'the ſoule 'and body of the offender, that for 
filthy pleaſare fake, would aduentire-ati'once to 


this way ; 1/ 494 finde 4 narried woman nm 4 rowne 
{here ſhemight /hanchelpe againft his violence, 


her they ſhalt both be put to death. 'For my part, 1 ſec 
not, but that 'this- Law doth: binde all Chriſtian 


the Tewes. For the lawes that take order for the 
puniſhment of morall offences (as being neceflary 
appendances of the Morall Law), muſt needes mn 


eth : for eijery of the ten Commandemehts bin- 
-deth the Magiſtrate to puniſh the violator of it 
with due puniſhment, as well as it tieth other men 


counted due or condigne, butthat which the Lord | 


not to violate it ; andno puniſhment is'to beac- 


7s and adutterers God will iddge. 
This « {att that will roote out al a mens encreaſe.” 


ver bettkewavwny: This fhallconſuvne the fleſh ans the 
bodywnh ftinking diſcafes. This will bring hardnes 


trample vnder foote, all the authoritic of Godarid | 
man, and all Gouernours; The: Law is-expreſle | 


if ſhe would haye cryed out againſt it)end je with | 


— 


Magiſtrates ro its due execution;as welas itbound | 


himſelfe, hath ſhewed himſelfe in his Word to ac- 


count condigne, Let any man ſhew anyreaſon 
| | why 
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| whyir ſhould bethought ledſe 
| ftiariro commitadulterie, than fora Jeweandifthe 


| cher the pattic wronged may awfully admit the 
| wrong-doer againe, afrerthe offence knowne-+ 1 
|-anſ\ver ;rharin cafe the offenders: (having been o- 


| -preſumptuonſly:offended)ſhall by apparant fignes 
[| -of repentant ſorrow, make knowne their true de- | 
| fire of amendment, and purpole of :reformation, | 


| 


{ norof anycommandement, enioyning thewron- 
| gedperftn to make a finall ſeparatron; wherefore 


| yousand inexcuſableiniary. Butagaine I fay,that 


1 


is we - 


fmne = as 'great\and | —_ — lans,: can 
any viderſtahding +magine, that the puniſhment 
pr fin fools be tein oureimes than'thoirs? 
And as for this fin, 'it doth (as Lintimated abouc) 
vntiethe knotof tnarriage, andannihilate the co- 
'uetiancfirft made, by'fo palpable breaking of it, ſo 
thar the party wronged, is free fromtheLaw of his 
husband or wife, and-athis orher owne choyce, 
whether he'or fhe will accept againe of ſuch a per- 
fidious and'varraſtic:yok ::for-our Sauiour 
hindetfe, thaewnerly difalloweth other quarreling 
-diuorces, dotfrycr plainelycnoughallow divorce 
[incaſe of adulterie. 'Burit itbbe demanded, -whe- 


-nertaken through 'tencation., or perhaps :hauing 


ſinfull-for a Chai 


—Or—n>—— ED 


then ir is very conuenient, that this offence alſo be | 


'| pardoned by the yoke-fellow. For- the: greateſt 
| lone ſhould bury the greateſt wrongs, ſo farre as | 
| God forbiddeth'novto bury them: and wereade 


that inoſt feruentand abundant louc of the marri- 
ed; ſhould inable'themto paſſe by this moſt grie- 


if the party delinquent ſhall impenitencly perſiſt = 
| ER T3 | 


Math. 19-9e 
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Pro.6,37,:18, 


' from the ſinner, and to ſeck in an orderly manner, 


' For to what end ſhould our Sauiour allow di- 


.neuer ſo be ſatisfied : for alwaies lu 


A Bride buſh. 

his cranſgrefſion, and declarchimſelforobe aper- 
ſon irreformablg , then the. partic wronged; is: 
bound in conſcience,-if he can conuict it, as to 
complaine ofthe finne, fo to withdraw himſelf | 


to. bee parted from a perſon liuing fo diforderly. : 


uorce on this occaſion, it he would nat hauec iryſed. 
in ſuch a caſe:as this 2 wherefore. letall married 
perſons refolne vpon it, as a chicfe part of their du- 
tic, that whatſocuer thcir carriage hath beene be- 
fore,yet after the making of rhis bargaine,they will 
neuer ſuffer any ſtrength of: defire. or: violence of: 
allurement, to'caſt them into ſo deepe a forgerful- 
nefle of the commandement of God, the Lawes of 
their Country, the light of their conſcience, the 
coucnant of their marriage, the perſon. of their, 
yoke-fellowes, the honour of their bodies, andthe 
ſafery of their ſoules;as to offend God,diſobey the 
Magiſtrate , ſcandalize the Church, wrong the 
yoke-fellow, pollute their bodies,and.damne their 
ſoules; and Af chis for the attainementof a ſhore, 
momentany,impure,brutiſh,and ſenſuall pleaſure; 
or for the ſatisfying of a fooliſh, ſintull,ſhamefull, 
vnreaſonable and vnbridled paſſion , which will 
yl prooue 
the more tyrannicall,by how much it id more yeel- 
ded vnto. This is a burning fizr : O letno man, 
let no woman, goe about to carrie it in their bo- 
ſome, and dreame of not being burned. This is 
ſcorching coles,letno man venture to walke vpon 
them in a falſe conccit of being fafe from harme by 
any 


1 


| anaile to reforme the wilfull finner, but-ro. him 


| rhat marriage will more hardly make them honeft 


4 of Bride-buſb. 
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any carethat he ſhall vic.” Hee'th at committeth adul- 
terie with « womens deſtitute of underſtanding (Gith 
wiſe Sa/omoen); and he ſhall not be innocent that tonch- 
eh ber. Carry this ſentence euer in midde,and let 
not any tentation hereafter have power to» make 
thee forfeic thine innocenty, and ſhew thy ſelfe a 
 foole. But that married'perſons ought to liue 
chaſtly in marriage, all will yceld; only ſome may 
| perhaps pleade weakenes,and ſay,that they'worild, 
if they could,butare not able, To whom I ſay,that 
if indeed they be willing to performe this daty, it 
ſhall not be hard to ger power. Nodire@ions caq 


that defirethnorto fians, a way maybe ſhewed of 
artaining his deſire and this vertue of chaſtity may 
be gotten, if.men be fo truly deſirous of it, as that 
they will carefully labour forit. And for an intro- 
| duction vnto- thoſe direftions, which we haue. to. 

gin in this point, let this one thing bee obferued, 
that there-are ſome men and women thatbring 
their bodies vndefiled vato marriage. To theſe it 
willproue more cafie to remaine pure in it,Others 
haue polluted themſelues by whoredome before 
their entrance into this eſtate.and theſe ſhall finde, 


after theirentrance :: for marriage. is like ſalt, that 
will preſerue ſweete meate from tainting : but can 
not reſtore tainted meate to its former {weetneſle. 
Wherefore thoſe that hauc beene ſtained wirh vn- 
cleanneſſe before , muſt purifie themſelues from 
that defilement, by frequent confefſing and hearty 
bewailing before God, their former lewd behaui- 
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| ſes of Religion. 
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| and confirme the ſpirit of grace, and beare downe 


| oftentimes reade and thinke, of thoſe portions of 
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their  gdefires within compaſſe. Repentance (TI. 
meane, acknowledging and lamenting their finne 
beforethe Lord in fecrer, with an earneſt-crauing 


bath ether come eleane vnto marriage, or elſe vn- 
fainedly repented of his former vncleannefle, ſhall 


of -theſe.things following. Firſt, aconſtant and 


che like) will ſo purifie the heart, and ſweeten the 
oule with diuine comforts, and mortifie the fleſh, 


all contrary rentations, that by meancs of them, a 
Chriſtian man fhall become 'conquerour ouer 
thoſe ſinnes, which otherwiſe ſeeme moſt vncon- 
querable, whileft a man takes leauc at leaſt to grow 
| negligent and ouertin them, if norfora ſpace, to 
omit them altogether. Prayer and meditation 
; will breede bs wy and wiſedome entring into 
the ſoule, will preſeruca man from the ſtranger 
that flatters with her lips. The Word of God di- 
geſted by praicr and meditation,will be as a ſword 
| in the hand of a valiant man, to cur off the neck of 
theſe luſts, as faſt as they make head againſt the 
ſoule. Eſpecially, a man giuento this finne, muſt 


Scripture, that gend to condemne, diſgrace, threa- 


ten 


be firengthened againſt adultery, by the practice | 


- \ 
, ; 
: C . 
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our, elſe marriage will neuer prevatle to'comrame;| 


of pardon,for the merits ſake of Iefus Chriſt) will | 
make a foule heart faire ; otherwiſe a filthy ſoule, | 
will make marriage irfelfealſofilthie. Butnow to.|.: 
the matter we were aboutto ſpeakeof : a man thac | 


conſcionable care of pertorming priuate religious. | 
exerciſes” (vis, reading, praying, meditating, and | 
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renthis ſinne, and muſt often and feriouſly muſe 
of the groſleneſſe, filthinefle, and dangerouſneſſe 
of this | an and muſt often make his peculiar pe- 
titions to God for ſtrength, aſſiſtance, aud power 
againſt this ſinne; and thus arming himlſelfe moſt 


'Cunav.r. 


| ſtrongly , where he findes himſelfe moſt weake and | 


apt to be ſooneſt wounded, hee ſhall bee ſure to 
elcape theſe wounds, | 
| Secondly, paintulnefſe in ones calling, muſt di- 
uert the mind from all inflaming fancies, and muſt 
finde the ſoule and body both ſo much imploy- 
ment, in things of a lawfull and victull nature, that 
there may bee no leafure for the purſuie of ſuch 
wicked and vnlawfull conceits, Ir is certaine, that 
an idle perſon, it occaſion and his bodily conſti- 
tution ſcrue, will at laſt proue adulterous : but rhe 
diligent hand, toyned with hearty prayer to God, 
will preſcrue a man (ar leaſt a married man) pure 
and vndefiled. 'The moſt amorous of all the band 
of amoriſts (the Poets) felt and confeſſed this to be 
ſo. Take idleneſſe away,faich he,and luſt will haue 
no dart to wound withall, And great cauſe that 
it ſhould beſo : for paines ina Calling, will con- 
ſume a great part of that ſuperfluous nouriſhment 
that yecelds matter to this ſinne, Ic will curne the 
bloud & ſpirits another way, that there ſhall be no 
need of ſeeking ſuchan vnlawfull iffue, Ir will take 
vp the mind with profitable thoughts, and leaue 


no roometfor thoſe impure imaginations, that kin- 
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2: Painfulneſſe 
| in « Calling. 


dl: the body ro commit this enormous crime. 


reth the fowlers deſire ofhitting her, for he cannot 


x 


And as a bird that is flying vp and downe, defea- | | 
tel! | 


5 Re: - 


Ye 
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| | him giuediligent attendance vpon his Calling;ter 


3. Tenperance | Thirdly,temperance in diermuftb#called in,to 


tell how-to take a inſt aime againſther, ſo long as | 
the continueth-in- motion 4 ſo Satan knowes not 
how to make his tentations of this kiad faſten vpon 
a buſie perſon, I meane, a man that is cuer taken 
yp with honeſt occaſions. Yea,the man.that keepes 
I:imſclfe within-the waies of his calling, remainech 
| vnder the guard of Angels, who are carefull &able 
| tochaſc away the impure ſpiric, from raiſing vp in 
| them impure cogitations, Wherefore let euery 
| man that longeth to be free from this offence ſhun 
| idlenefle,and imbrace buſinefle : let hin-chooſe to 
| himſelfe a ſer Calling wherein to walke, and ler 


| bis.hand or head , or both, be ſtill ſera worke in 
| ſome thing that telongs to his vocation ; and 
| when his Calling (I meanc his particular Calling) 
| ceaſert1 to require or neede his preſence, les the 
{ workes of his generall calling. (ſpecially rhofe acts 
of religion formerly mentioned) take vp his mind 
and thoughts, ſo ſhali he be fure to fauc himtfclte 


from the danger of tis wickedneſſe, 


| theaide of chaſtitic of body : it is eaſie to pur onr 
| the fizrby with-drawing tacil, atleaſt to keepe the 
\ flame within the chimney, by laying on no more 
matter then will ſeruc the turac. Fulneſſe of bread 
will make-a man aSodomaite, that 1s, tenne times 
worſe then a beaſt» but moderation will keepe rhe 
body vndefiled. There (hall not be matterfor Sa- 
tan and luſt to worke vpon, if atiany time they 
friue to bze medling for hurc, The belly and 


groyne, you know,are neere neighbours ; = _ 
uffes 
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Nulfes the one, prouokes the other ; he that mode- 
rates the former ,' keepes the latter allo in good 
temper. VVhen the bloud and ſpirits are inflamed 


with meate and drinke,not alone the body is apter 


 ———— r—_ 


toentertaine the impreſſions of luſt, but the ſoule 
alſo is vnable to conſider of any good thing, that 
ſhould repell ſuch motions : but a body kept from 


| fulneſſe, yeelds jt ſelfe to the ſoule with more eaſe, 


— 


—  - —  —— 


and will not reſiſt good cogitations. Let him ther- 
fore be duly ſparing in i11s tood, that defireth to be 
chaſte in his marriage ; and know thar it is a Com- 
pendious way of abridging ſenſuall delights, by 
beating downe the body, whoſe members are the 
inſtruments of ſuch delights, is 
Fourthly, he that would be free from adulterie, 
muſt ſhunne the corner of the harlors houſe, and 
not come ncere the place (if he can chooſe) where 
ſuch one dwelleth, as might cauſe him to offend : 
he muſt reſolutely debarre himſclte the ſocictic of 
ſuch, as his heart is carried after in this kinde, and 
keepe himſelſe preciſely from places, times,-com- 


| panies that may ſolicite z and tothat end he muſt 


reſiſt by prayer, the firſt motions of this wicked- 
neſlc,and cut downe the very inclinations of ſinne, 
in their firſt greenneſſe. Our Sautour witheth to 
pull out the eye, and cutoff the hand, thar is, ro 
mortifie the ſenſes, and not giue-them leane to 


' practiſe any inferiour kind of wickedneſſe, Vhen 


| Salamen had ſaid, that he was void of vnderſtan- 


{ 


| ding, thatdid commit adylterie, he addes further, 


he ſhallnot be innoceat that toucheth her. Dal- 


| liance will breede whoredome vnauoidably, 
G2 and 
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and vnſeaſonable company and place, will almoſt 
inforce to dalliance. VVherefore a man muſt pre- 
ſerue his innocencie from the groſle act of euill,by 
ſhunning al manner of dallying,and ouer-familiar 
gcſtures,that may carry a ſhey,or beare a ſuſpition 
of ill meaning, or perhaps 6 + an ill meMing, 
though none before were there ; end that he may 
keepe himſelfe from touching her, hee muſt flee 
from her, and be farre away from the pits fide,thar 
might deuoure him. Fly fornication (faith the 
Apoſtle. There is no preuenting of this ſinne, if 
a man will giue himſelfe leaue to conuerſe with 
| ſuch perſons,and ſeek after ſuch places and ſeaſons, 

as may inuite him to commitir. Did not Joſeph 
| runne away from his ſoliciting Miſtreſle, not con- 

ſenting ſo much as to bee in her company ? The 
| ſenſes worke vehtmently in the preſence of their 
obie&ts,and by vehement working, doe hinder the 
| minde from bringing to remembrance that, that 
ſhould prenent yeelding. And if any man will 
temprhimſelfe, by running to the placewhere hee 

1» finne. is itany wonder if God doe puniſh his 


preſumption, by giuing him over to commit ſin >. 
| Hee turneth from God to luft, that ruſheth vpon 


the occaſions of Inſt; and muſt not God then in ju- 
ftice turne away from him, and turne him ouer in- 
| to the hands of luſt? Shunne therefore with all di- 
ligence,all opportunities of this wickedneſſle; eſpe- 
cially ſhunne (as a rocke) the company of a perſon 
apt to tempt, or to be tempted; and conſider, that 
euen cold water will becomehor, if it be ſet too 
ncere the fier. And theſe direCtions are ſuch, as a- 
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pres to all equally, married and vamarried : the | 


rſt ſhewing ſpirituall ; the three laſt, naturall 
helpes againſt this abominatien, 

There remaineth another helpe peculiar to the 
married perſons; and'that is the due and lawfull 
enioyment of marriage. The ordinances of God 
faile not to effect the things, for which he appoin- 
red them, if our abuſe of them doe not hinder their 
working and efficacie, Now God hath ordained 
matrimony to preuent whoredome, cuen in thoſe 
that want the gift of continency ; that is,of reſtrai- 
ning their paſhons in this kinde. Wherefore let 
marriage be vſed as it otight, and the married ſhall 
not miſe of this effect thereof. Indeed the Popiſh 
ſpeake abſurdly, in calling this the Sacrament of 
chaſtitie : bur we may withour allerrour afhrme, 
that itis an effeCtuall meanes of procuring the ver- 
tue of chaſtirie,to ſuch as order themfelues aright 


in it. VVherefore know, that it is a principall ; 


meanes of liuing purely in this eſtate, roenioy it 
| moderately and hokly. And fo IT hauc ſhewed you 
| how you may bee honeſt in ſpight of corrupt na- 
ture ; tollow theſe rules, and the bed of marriage 
ſhall be kept in puritie and honour. And of chaſti- 
tic,one chicfe durie of the married, ſo much. Let 
vs goc forward to the ſecond , which is due bene- 
uolence; intreating you totake notice, that what 
ſhall be there ſpoken, will bee exceeding helpfull 
to this firſt dutie alſo ; for there we muſt teach you 
the lawfull fruition of marriage, that you may at- 
taine to the vertue of puritie, one ſpeciall end of 


matriage, 
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C HAPs I I: 
Entreating of the ſecond principall autie of the 


married: Due Beuenolence. 


He married are bound in conſcience to 
afford ro-cach other, a mutyall inioy- 
ment of cach other, according as either 
of their needes ſhall require. The Scrip- 
ture 1s as plaine this way as may bec, 7. the 
man gine ©nto the wife y 4 beneuelence, and alſo 
the wife wnts the huzbapd, The word fignihieth, 


| indebred benenolence. It is a debt you heare, 
; and all debts muſt be paid, when they be required, 


Thoſe whom God hath ioyned (faith our Saui- 
our) letno man put aſunder : and againe;z Man 


| ſhall cleaue to his wife, and they twaine ſhall be 


one fleſh, And againe the Apoſtle, Ter them not 
arfrand each other : and yet againe, The wife hath 
pot power-outr her own body but the hucband;netther 
hath the hu:ban4 power oner bis owne body, but the 
Fiſe.It is not in the power of cither of them, whe- 
ther or no they will liue each with other : but they 
are bound in conſcience to doe it, and cannot 
without gricuous ſfinne deny it. Marriage is fiu- 
ſtrare, if this dutic be not performed, and the or- | 
dinance, of God made vtterly voide, vnleſſe thoſe 
that lwc in it,.doc carry themfelues according to 
his appointment this way, I deny not, but that | 
there may be a time of {eparation for ſome good 
ſpace.together, either for the publike ſeruice of the 
country, or {or necdfu!l priuate affaires, fo that it 
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be with conſentand'vpon good grounds : but for a 
man or a womanto leaue eachother, totally or fi- 
nally, with a minde of notreturningagaineto the 
former locierie, is euen (I thinke) as bad as whore- 
dome, or at leaſt it iswel-neare an infallible fore- 
runner of whoredome, Therefore the married muſt 
obſerue,that they are both baund vnto God to liue 
with each other, and to giue themſclues-each to 0- 
ther this way- (for this {ocietic of theirs is no pol- 
lution, as ſome haters of marriage (but louers of 
whoredome) haue falfly iangled): How ſhould 
their matrimony be otherwiſe a meanes of preuen- 
ting whoredome ? how ſhould itelfe be any way 
helpefull vnto them # how ſhould it indeere their 
affections >-how ſhould it be a comfort of their 
lives ? how a furtherance to their better glorifying 
of God 2 yea, howelfe ſhould they be Gods in- 
ſtruments of impeopling the World, and in- 
creaſing the number of mankind > and how elfe 
ſhould they be called onefleſh ? | 

But let vs conſider a little, what rifles they muſt 
follow in this thetr focietie. - Foure things muſt be 
regarded about it : viz that it be fanQtified, ſeaſo- 
nable,temperate and willirg. 

Firſt and chiefly the ſocierie of the married 
muſt be ſar.Cified, that is, made holy and lawfull 


vnto them by the Word of God and prayer. They | 
ruſt be both informed by the Scriptures cf the 


lawfulnc fe of that their coniunction, 'For:God 
hach ſaid, Let every man have hi owne wife, and et 
euery noman haue her owne husband. And againe : 
Marriage is honourable amongſt all men, and the bed 
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vadefiled.So that there wanteth not ſufficient war- 
rant in moſt expreſſe words, to authorize the con- 
ſcience ofany mangto take to himſelf the benefit of 
this ordinance,and a.good man muſt not alone do 
that,thac is good;butdoe italfo with,and out of a 
ſtead-faſt and well grounded aſſurance thar it is 
| good. And beſides this due information of the 
lawfulnefſe of marriage, it is requiſite that they do 
ſolemnly craue the good leaue of God, for the 
enioyment of this his ordinance, and alfo his ſpe- | 
ciall bleſſing vpon it, not forgetting withallto re- 
turne him particular thankes for his infinite good- 
neſſ2, in prouiding this neceſſary meanes of mans 
encreaſe and comfort, This point is not to be de- 
nicd of any, that will not deny the authoritie of 
Paul ; for he doth expreſly afhirme, that marriage 
as well as meat and drinke, is ſanCtified by prayer 
and thankfgiuing, As therefore ic were a brutiſh 
profaneneſle for any man, to fit him downe to his 
table,as an horſe to the manger,and cram himlſelte 
with viands without crauing the licence and ble\- 
| fing of God firſt, and to returne againe thence,as a 
| Fox from his prey, without returning any praile 
' to the hand that gaue him foode and appetite : So 
it is likewiſe a great licentiouſnefſe for married 
people, as it were bruit beaſts, carried forward 
with the heat and tide of their vnruly appetices,to 
come together in marriage, forgetting or negle- 
ig to requeſt the Lords good will and ethng, 
and to giue him due praiſes, for that his neceſſa- 
rie and beneficiall ordinance, Doth net euery 
mans priuate wel-fare, and the publike alſo for = 
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moſt part, depend in a manner altogether vpon | 
the ſucceſle of this ſocietic 2 The hope of poſteri. | 
tie, the (tay of old age, the comfort of weakneſle, 
the ſupport of euery mans houſe and name, toge- 
ther with the flouriſhing and populous eſtate of 
euery Church and Common-weale, doth eucn 
hang vponthe fruit of matrimony: For it Godſend 
barrenneſle, or giue either monſtrous or wicked 
children;how great is the diſcontent in the for.ner 
caſe, the vexation and torment in the latter ?and # 
many families (as it were ſeminaries) bee cither 
empty of plants altogether, or peſtered vp with 
crooked and crab-tree plants, how ſhall the Orch- 
yards of the Church and Commonweale, bee ſto- 
red with good and wholeſome trees 2 how then 
can any man eſteeme it more than needs, to craue 
Gods blefſing,in a thing wherein it ſo neerely con- 
cerneth him to attaine it? Surely we ſhall but pro- | 
uoke his curſe againſt vs, when we cither forger ir 
as needlefſe,or contemne it as ridiculous, to make | 
our petitions vnto him, for his blefſing in any par- 
ticular matter, Yea, whereas marriage is inftituted 
in part, for the ſubduing of inordinate deſires, it 
cannot bee auaileable for rhat purpoſe, valefle the 
Lord doe giue it thatefhicacie : and how cat) wee 
expect thar he Hould giue ir, it we take ſcorne to | 
begge it,or be thanktull for it > yea cer:ain!y, rhe. ' 
men that vie marriage in a brutiſh manner, not 
ſeeing God in it,nor ſanctifying it by theſe meancs 
vnto themſelues,ſhall become thereby more licen- | 
tious,more outragious, more luſtfull, more impu- 
denc, then ever they were before marriage : for 
D W!12r 
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what would be profitable to the ſoule in the holy 
and orderly vſe of it ; in the abuſe will ever proue 


' a5 hurttull on the contrary ſide, Wherefore let no 


. man {coffe at a duty plainly commanded by God, 
| but know.,that thou haſt no intereſt ro rouch thine 
' owne wife, or thine owne husband, til] thou haue 
' done thine homage to God in prayer, and retur- 


CDe——end wo 
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ned to him the tribute of thankes for this bench, | 


which toucheth thee ſo neerely, asthe hope of po- 


ſeritie : and him,as rhe encreaſe of his Kingdome., | 
And.if you will be Chriſtians, be ſo in good ear- | 
e{t,and vſe al! things Chriſtianly and fanCtifiedly, 


and lcarne to know the force and fruit of prayer, 
cuen inall things. And fo much for the firſt rule 
of duc bencuolence,it muſt be ſanCtified, without 
which, propagation and chaſtitie, the two chiefe 
ends thereof, will cither not be attained at all, or 
not with comfort, 

It muſt further be temperate, I meane, ſparing. 
Men and women are reaſonable creatures, and 


— 


; 


therefore muſt remember,that God hath ordained | 


matrimonie, not for pleaſures fake chiefly, but for 
the encreaſe of mankind, and not to enkindie luſt- 
tull defires,but to quench them, We muſt, I con- 
feſle, take great heede of laying ſnares vpon mens 
conſciences,in matters of this nature; and muſt be 
very careful not to bind them, where God himſelfe 
hath not Found them. Now for the Scriptures, 
they doe not fet to men any particular limits in 
this matter, bur alone in generall, they commend 
vnto vs ſobrietic and moderation, and acquaint vs 
with the true ends of matrimonie, Now this is a 

certaine, 
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| andapplicd to the preſent purpoſe of matrimonie. | 


— — 


certaine, andan vniuerſall rule, that the quantitic 
of eucry thing,muſt(as necre as we can)be fitted to 
the end. Health,and ftrength,and comfort are the 
ends of food, therefore ſo much muſt be caten (and 
no more) as will ſerue to the procuring of health, 
and ſtrength, ahd comfort, Warmth and comli- 
neſſe be the ends of attire; therefore ſuch, and fo 
much muſt be vſed, as will ſerue for warmth and 
comlineſſe, The ſame rule muſt be conſidered of, 


The married muſt not prouoke deſires for plea- 
ſures ſake, but allay deſires, when they prouoke 
themſelues. They muſt not ſtriue by words and 
geſtures, to enflame their paſſions , when were it 


| not for ſuch inforcements, they would be coole 
| enough. But when ſuch paſſions are of themſclues 


_— 


moued, then muſt they take the benefit of their e- 
ſtate to aſſwage them, that for want of iuſt fatisfa- 
Ction,they may not be troubleſome to them in the 
dutics of religion,and of their callings. In a word, 
marriage muſt be vied as feldome and ſparingly, 
as may ſtand with the neede ot the perſons marri- 
ed : for excefſe this way doth weaken the body,and 
ſhorten life : but a ſparing enioyment would helpe 
the health, and preſerue the body from diuers dit- 
caſes in ſome conſtitutions, Exceſhuenefle infla- 


meth luſt, and diſpoſeth rhe perſons ſo offening | 


to adulterie, Moderation kils Juſt,. and is a great 


furtherance to puritic, Excefiimencſic breeds fa- | 


ticty,and makes them each weary of orher,defirous 
of ſtrangers'; moderation indeareii them each to 


other,and breeds contentment in themfelues, Ex- | 
ccfliue- | 
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ceſſiueneſle diſables them, without much vnquiet- 
neſle, to endure ſeparation vpon iuſt cauſes z mo- 


4 


deration makes it eaſe to abſtaine when neede re- 


quireth. To conclude,exceſſieneſſc hinders pro- | 


creation ; but moderatenefle is an helpe to fruit- 
fulncſle. VVherefore the former generall rule muſt 
be carcfully obſerued, and the married muſt no 
oftner come together, then for the extinguiſhing 
of this paſſion ingrafted in the body,when it would 
otherwiſe become troubleſome to them in their 
callings. If the fancy, and imaginacton, and cor- 
ruption prouocke delires, the body not needing, 
nor inforcing them;not marriage,bur praier & hu- 
miliation muſt heale this diſcaſe:but when the mo- 
tions ariſe from the bodily temper orfulneſle, the 
marrizge bed was ordained for a remedy againſt 
ſin,8 co that end muſt be enioyed.To incite them- 
{elues by mutua!l dalliances for pleaſure ſake, and 
awake the fl:cping paſſions, which nature had laid 
to reſt, this is a fault, even betwixt yoke-fellowes, 
vnleſſe it fall our, that the ones neceſſitie require 
the other to pay the debt of due benenolence : 
for this.1s to be intemperate in Gods ordinance, 
as thoſe that make themſelues thirſty by eating falt 
meates. But to fatisfie the naturall deſires, when 
vnprouoked,they tend to vnrulineſſe,this-is a duty 
berwixt yoke-fellowes, and this is ths temperate 
enioyment of Gods ordinance, as tor a man to 
drinke, when labour or other occaſion hath made 
him thirſtie, Now the ſanCtified vie of 'marriage; 
willalſo procure it to be temperate ;-but they ſel- 
dome failc to exceed their bounds, that regard nor 

to 
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to make their ſocietic holy by prayer and thankſ 
giuing, as was ſaid in the former direction, But 
this focietie muſt haue a third rule, requiring a 


third propertie thereof:it muſt be ſeaſonable, with 


a due diſtinguiſhing of the times of ſeparation, 
from the times allowed for that purpoſe. When 
itis with women after the manner of women, in 
their vſuall naturall courſes ; then muſt theymor 
rake the ſame libertic, thar at other times, Yea, if 
vpon extraordinary occaſions of weakenefſe or 


child-birth thoſe courſes continue a long ſeaſon{as | 


it is recorded of a woman that had an iflue of 
bloud for diucrs yeares), they are for that ſeaſon 
debarred their mutual! beneuolence in this kinde, 
Theſe be ſeaſons when God and nature ſeioine the 
man and wife in this reſpe&t. For women being 
made more for fruitfulnes, were to be more moyſt 
and cold of conſtitution then the man:hence their 
naturall heat not ſeruing to turnetheir whole nou- 
rifſhment into their owne ſubſtance, yeeldeth ſome 
ouer-plus for the nouriſhing -and cheriſhing of 
their fruit within them. And this ouer-plus of 
nouriſhment muſt needs find (if they enioy their 
health) at ſeaſonable times, its ſeaſonable euacua- 
tions ordinary euery moneth , for the ſpace of 
foure,ftue or {ixe,or ſeuen dates, more,or fewer.ac- 
cording to the diuers conſtitutions of the parties, 
or extraordinarily at extraordinary times, ſpecial- 
ly in the caſe of lying in after child-birch, continu- 
ing for foure, fine, ſixe,or ſeuen weeks, and in ſome 
longer , as their conſtitutions alſo are different, 
Now in any of theſe times, and vpon any of theſe 


"ON occaſions, | 


3. Scaſenable, 


Mattn.9,20, 


CI—————_ RI ett ey 


22 


| 


Cuar.2. 


os A Bride-baſþ. 


Ezek, 232.10; 


—_—_— 


Deut 18.19.24 


CG 


f CCC 


- —— 


= 


occaſions, it is ſimply forbidden to the husband;to 
conuerſe with his owne wife in this;kinde. This is 
plaine in the Law,Leuit. 15.15.25. alſo Chap.18. 


19.Chap. 20.18, of all which places it is needfull,., | 
that ryarried people ſhould take due notice, This | | 
is one of the {innes alſo condemned by the Prophet. | 


Ezekiel, In thee ({aith he) they have vexed a woman, 


- F 
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thaw 45 ſet apart for pollutien.Itis alſo one of thole | 


faults, for. which the Canaanites did ſuffer that 
fearctull deſtruction from Gods hand, becauſe a- 
moneſt other things that God deteſt:th, they did 
not containe themſelues trom women in theſe ſea- 
ſons. Indeed when nature beſtowes her ſelfe, in 
the neceſſary vaburthening her ſelfe of ſuperflui- 
ties,there can be no due ſeaſon for ations tending 
to a quite contrary purpoſe, And the Lord in ma- 
king this conftitution, doth ſeeme to haue aimed 
at the good of poſteritie chietly:for if it ſhould fall 
out, that vpon ſuch vnſeafonable conuerſation, 
any iſſue ſhonld follow,needs muſt the child inhe- 
rite moſt miſerable diſeaſes and vnhealthfulneſſe; 
and God would not that any mans deſires ſhould 
be fo vnbridled, as to feeke poſteritie then, when 
he muſt needs make them vnhappy in the very firſt 
inſtant of their being. Wherefore alſo it muſt 
needs be the duty of women, to make known their 
eſtates vnto their husbands in this caſe, for that is 
a moſt vntimely and wicked ſhamefaſtneſſe, that 
makes a ready way to the committing of ſinne a- 
gainſt God, and polluting of their marriage bed, 
Indeed it is moſt times found, that women(I know 


not vpon what ground; for the more truly the na- 


turcall 
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turall cauſe of this matter is knowne, the lefſe can | 


ir poſſible curne to their diſparagement) are much 
diſpleaſed with the laying open of theſe points; 
and there want not men alſo , that partake with 
them in this fond,and verily(to ſpeake of itas itis) 
impious and finfull ſhamefaſtneſſe, For what? 
ſhall we dare to thinke it vnfit plainely to diſcouer 
that, which God himſelfe in his Scriptures doth 
plainely diſcouer > An immodeſt modeſty muſt 


that ncedes bee eſteemed, which would caſt the | 


blame of immodeſtic vpon the pen of the holy 
Gholt : and doubtleſſe, either God for writing is 
immodeſt, or the Miniſter is not immodeſt for 
ſpeaking theſe things plainly. This fault was by 
God condemned to the punithment of death, Le- 
uit, 20.18,Can the Miniſter then be faithful,it vpon 
neceſſary occaſions, he declare not the fault with 
ſuch plaineneſſe, thatall may know it, and auoid 
it 2 Beare then with neceſſary openneſle and beare 
with Gods Meſſenger doing Gods meſlige as per- 


'{picuouſly, as God hath reucaled it in his Word, 


And for women, ſeeing, it is their glory to be fruit- 
full, ler them not be off-nded, that one naturall 
cauſe of their fruitfulnzſſe is made maniteft. To ſay 
that they may be wiſhed to reade theſe things at 
home out of the Scriptures,is to ſay nothing to the 
purpoſe : for what if they cannot reade 2? or what 
iftheywill not ? or what if reading, they be of ſo 
thicke capacities, that they cannot vnderſtand ? 
Shall the Miniſter hane ſo diſcharged his Office of 
giuing mcn warning that they finne not, by fay- 
ing they may readc it ? Bur if any will (for all 


that |: 
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that can be ſaid)take offence at this moſt neceſſarie 
and faithfu!l openneſle (for obſcene ſpeech or mat- | 
ter here is none), they ſhal rather argue themſelues 
guiltic of the finne they would not haue knowne | 
or willing to continue committing the offence, 
they would not haue diſcouered: then proue it any | 
way euill to teach that plainely, which God hath | 
plainly renealed to be knowne of all men ; becauſe | 
there is ſcarce any aliue, whoſe conſcience it may | 
not concerne ſooner or later to know it. In fine, | 
this we mnſt needes ſay, our duty is to ſpeake the | } 
whole truth, yours to heare ir willingly; and if you 
cannot bring your hearts vnto it,yer muſt we make | 
you heare it whether you will or no, None offence 
of men miſt make vs conceale, what the Lord of 
heauen would haue reuealed, | 

| But a fourth direction muſt be giuen to the mar- 
4. Vilng: | ried inthis point ; Chearefulnetlſe and Willing- | 
neſſe muſt euermore accompany their mectings : 

neither muſt they denie themſelues each to other 

in conuenient times,nor yet yeeld themſelnes with 
grudging and frowardnefle, but readily, and with | 
all demonſtrations of heartic affetion, The Scrip- 
ture teſtifieth ſo much plainely, when it intitleth 
this dutic by the name of good-will,and good-will | 
that is owing.as was ſaid betore, Now no man can 

call that good-will,which is churliſhly,and diſcon- | 
tentedly granted ; and itis doubtlefſe a part of 
great vniuſtice, to pay debts with grudgings and 
delayes. This would alienate the heart of the yoke- 
fellow, and worke in him or her a ſuſpition of 


eſtrangement of affeCtion in the other party. Yea, 
this 
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this ouerturneth quite andcleane the maine pur- 
poſe of mariage,and cauſeth that man and wife be- 
come burdens and vexations cach to other in ſtead 
of comforts. But the willingneſle of their familia. 
ritie, doth fſerue much to nouriſh, and continue 
their naturall affe&tion of loue ; and by helping 
them to attaine by each others meanes, the true 
and proper ends,and iuſt contents of matrimonie, 
| doth make them dearer and dearer each to others 
| ſoules. Remember then, that thou art not thine 
| Owne, but thine husbands ; and a man may doubr- 
| lefſe challenge his owne, as his occaſions require, 
; and it muſt be readily granted vnto him. Let the 
' husbandalfo remember, that he hath giucn away 
' the power of himſelfe in this caſe ro his wife, and 
therefore alſo her intereſt to him is the ſame, that 


'& |: his co her, and muft needes binde him to the fame 


\ 


|| | dutie. So haue you heard , by what rules your li- 
| uing in marriage muſt be rectified. 
| Now if it ſhall fall out, ghat either of the mar- 
| ried perſons ſhall frowardly and peruerſely with- 
| draw themſelues from this matrimoniall focietie 
| (which fault is termed deſertion), the perſon thus 
| offending, hath fo farre violated the couenant of 
8 | marriage, thar (the thing being found incurable 
| 8 | through the wilfulnefſe of the offender, after all 
good care vſed of the yoke-fellow to reforme it), 
*he bond of matri:nonie is diffolued; and the other 
' party fo truly and torally looſed from ir,that (after 
an orderly proceeding with the Church and Ma- 
 giſtrate in thar behalfe) it ſhal! be noſinne for him 
| or her to make a-new contratt with another per- 
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ſon. And ofthis libertie there is very great reafon: 

ficit, becauſe this leparacion is an vreer fruftrating 
of the proper ends and purpoſes of naatrimony, 

' And ſceing the breaker off, o! this ſociery, doth 
finfully, wiltully. preſlumpruouly, euen annihilate 

| the coucnant furmerly mace, by v{urping aliberty 
' no way Que, and by taking away hifelte without 
right trom her,that had right in himzit cannot but 
fol-ow, that hee may law tully be accounted as no 
yoke-fellow that bath wittingly and wiltully made 
himſclie none. Secondly,fuch vntaithfull defertion 
is almoſt neuer ſeparated fro adulrerie,as the Ape- 

x Cor. 7.4. tle intimateth,ſay ing, Leſt S447 Fempl you for JonYr 
incontinencie. They doe almoſt inauoidably caſt 

themſclues vpon whoredome, who doe fo lewdly 

caſt off marriage,when they might auoice it. And 

the Word of God hath left (me thinkes a cleare 

direction for the conſcience in this caſe z 1f the v#- 

beleener depart ((aith Paw), let him depart, a brother 

| of ſiſter us wot 115 bondage in ſeach caſes, The Apoſiles 

| meaning is not in theſe words, to permit the vnbe- 

| leeuers tcparation as Jawfull, but to caſt the blame 

' of the ſeparation vpon him alone, and to free the 

| belzenec from the bond, by which he or ſhee were 

| formerly tied : as if hz had ſaid in more words; If 

| the infidell will be gone, let him, trouble not your 

| ſelues about it{if to any of you it ſhall fa!l outto be 
+ «974A *! 7 forſaken), the fin lyes wholly and only vpon the 


- 


25474 


p | * | ſoule of him, ihat wiltully maketh the breach : as 
+24 +3 awe. | for the party belecuing,lert him know,that his con- 
:44\.-:3. | ſcience is freed (when caſes of this nature hall oc- 
' curre) from that coucnant, which (was formerly 
1 made | 
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| 
| made indeed, bur being fiſt broken by anothers | . 
' wickedneſſc) canno longer tyc or binde the beiee- | 3 
| uer,that did nor breake tt, VVe may not deny, that = 
our Sauiour forbids a man to put away his wife, 4 
and marry another,vnleſle in caſe of adultery : bur | _ 
we cannot fee, that our Saniours ſpeeches are any | ; 
' way contrary to this liberty which we yu_ to the 
' forſaken party:for to put away ones wife, and mar- 
' rie another, is athing farre different from the ta- 
king of another wife, when his wife doth caufcle{- 
' ly puthim away, The former Chriſt condemnes, 
the Jatter Paul allowes without any kind of contra- 
diction each to other:for wel may theſe two things 
' ſtand rogether ; Ir is vnlawtull for any to forſake a 2 
. yoke-fellow, and marry another, bur for the cauſe | 
of fornication : and yer it is lawfull for any being | 
. cauſeleſly or wrongfully forſaken, or put away by | 
| 
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' the yoke-fellow, to marry another, VVherefore if 
any yoke-fellowes ſhal wittingly and wilfully with- | 
draw themſelues, from their husbands or wiues, | 
and ſhall refuſe vpon good and juſt perſwaſtons, , | 
and other meanes vſed, to returne againe to the 
| bond,wherein they had once bound themſclues;or | "x 

ſhall in ſuch nzanner depart, that there is no poſſ- > 
bilitic of v{ing ſuch meanes to recall them, becauſe : 
they are fn gone, as the other perſon cannot rell 
where,nor how to find them, I cannor ſee. but thar 
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' the Apoſtle hath yeelded a ficedometo the partie | | 
wronged, from the bond of matrimoy. Only ler | | 
this be diligently remembred, that in things of | 2 


this nature, a inſtand orderly courſe muſt be taken 
by the perſon wronged. Euery one may not }awv- | | 
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' ties of the married, which are well called chicfe,and 
| muſt chiefly be regarded, becauſe without them, 
| their marriage ccaſeth to haue its ancient force 


| 


they be not fo effentiall to marriage as the tor- 
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| fully carue for him(clfe , but mutt ſfecke direction, 
' and crau2 helpe from the Church and Magiſtrate, 
; whoſe duty bindes th. m to prouide remedic tor 
' ſuch incoſtueniences, VVheretore let it never en- 
' rer into the thought of any man or woman to for- 
| fake or 1unne away from each other : let them not 
| dare on any diſcontentment,to breake aſundcr the 
| knot which God hath tied betwixt them,and to ſe- 
; parate thoſe things,which God and man by Gods 
allowance had inſeparably conioyned, And hither- 
to you haue heard of the chicfe and principall du- 


and being. 
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Intreating of the loue of married 


people, 


Here are alſo beſides theſe, certaina 0» 
ther duties of an inferiour nature, which 
ſerue to make the lives of married peo- 
ple comfortable : and thoſe (though 


mer, are yet of ſo neceſſary oÞſeruation, that 
without them, matrimony ſhall be nothing elle, 
but the mother of bootlelſe and 'vnſeaſonable re- 
pentance. Thele are likewiſe of rwo ſorts; ſome 
common to both, ſome proper to cachof them. 
The common are alſo of two kindes, ſome in 
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regacd of u:cm{.lues,fome in regard of their fami- 
lies. Now it muſt be knowne,thar the coucnant of 
matrimonydoth bind thoie that enterypon it vnto 
all theſe duties as wel as 5 the former, Hurt nor with 
the ſame ftraightnefle, and vnder the ſame tortei- 
ture as it were. Failing in them, doth breake Gods 
commandement very much:but it doth not breake 
the bond of matrimony : Itforteiteth their mutu- 
all peace,comfort and happines;it doth nor torteit 


' their mutual right and power ouereach others bo- 


dics, Indeed ſuch is the impatiency of mans nature, 
and fo vnwilling is he to beare the crofles, where- 
with the Lord ſhall cxerciſe him, that ſoone will 
he conceit to himſelfe a liberty, where God giues 
him none at all, Moſt men and women areapt ro 
thinke,that they haue due cauſe, not to endure the 
burden of lining in matrimony with ſuch yoke-fel- 
lowes, as haueno care to performe the duties that 
ſhall be named. Bur it is a very dangerous thing 
for vs to account our ſelnes freed from our duty,by 
that which doth not indeed free vs, VVe muſt ther- 
fore croſſe the deſires of our own hearts,and know 
that we are ſtill bound to our yoke-fellowes for all 
their hard and vareaſonable viage in other things, 
ſo long as in the maine matters wee be not wron- 
ged, Thou art no whit Jefle bound to continue an 
husband or wife, becauſe thy yoke-tellow is vtterly 
carelefle of ſuch duties as ſhall be named. Arme 
thy ſelfe therefore with patience to beare the want 
of them,and take knowledge of them,not to make 
thy ſelfe falſely conceited of liberty, becauſe thou 
doſt not find the, but to make thy ſelf carctul of do- 
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| ing that which pertaineth to thee, though thy care 
; that way bee {lenderly requited, Butnow let vs 
| addreſle our ſelues, to lay open the ſpeciall points 
; of dury,which we haue begun to ſpeake of. AnJ in | 
whſeexer the | generall for the common duties, let this be deliue- 
_w_ EA red as a neuer failing rule, that whatſoeuer thing 
requiresf al | the common bonds of humanitie and Chriſtianity, 
oo _—_ '? | doe tie cuery man to performe vnto another, that 
_R the married perſons are bound to pertorme each 
| quired of men | to other, in afarre higher degree and larger mea- 
ur 4 | ſure: for thencerer band of matrimony is fo farre 
from weakning , that it rather ages force and 
ſt: engrth ro the more generall bonds of humanitic 
| and of religion, So that looke what the Law of 
| louc andpiety doth command thee to performe to 
any perfon,as a man or as a Chriſtian, thar it binds 
thee to performe vnto thy yoke-fellow much mote 
plentifully and diligently. And yer this alſo muſt 
be duly marked, that in theſe mutuall duties, the 
husband is bound to be more abundant and care- 
full, becauſe his place is more cxcellent. They are 
not therefore to be reckoned as common duries, 
becauſe an equall meaſure is required of both : bur 
becauſe both mutt haue ſome of all, and the huſ- 
hn allcommon | band moſt of all ; for more otgyery grace muſt 
nerf ds b red of the man that is the ſtronge 
| band muſt bee necas de requure Cc = r, 
| weſt plentifell. | than of the woman, that is the weaker veſſel! ; ſee- 
. ing all aduancement in place doth carry with ita | 
bond to more vertne, than that which 1s called for 
of them,whiclt are ſer in a lower room, Courage is 
ncedfull in Capraine & Soldiours,bur in the Cap- 
raine a greater height of courage, becauſe it is his 
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buſineſle ro be a leader of others. Skill is neceſſa- 


ric in Maſter and man,but in the Maſter moreskil, 
becauſe it pertaines to him to teach and direCt his 


ſeruants : ſo in all good thingsthe husband ſhould | 


excell more, becaulc his place is higher and more 


excellent, Bur let vs proceede to a more particu- 


lar deſcribing of theſe common duties : they doe 
looke in part to them(elues, as I ſata aboue,in part 
vnto their families. That that they do ioyntly owe 
to themſelues, comes all to two heads ; loue and 
the chiefe effects of loue. For loue firſt, their hearts 
muſt be vnited as well as their bodies,cife their vni- 
on will prone more croubleſome then can be ima- 
gined. Loue is the life and ſoule of marriage, with- 
out which it differs as much from it ſelfe, as a ror- 
ten apple from a ſound, and as a carcaf[? from a li- 
uing body: yea verily it is a moſt miſerable and vn- 
comfortable focierie. and no better then a very li- 


uing death, This makes all things caſte : the want | 
of it maketh all things hard. Where loue is abun- | 


dant it makes a ſupply of all other wants : where 
that is defeCtine, 1t breedes a like defeftiuecneſle cf 
all other duties, Loue ſeaſons aud ſweetensall e- 


fies ; love ouer-ruleth all paffions ;. it ſquareth a!l 
attions;icis in a word the King of the heart,which 
in whom it preuaileth, to them is marriage itſelfe 
indeed, vs. a pleaſing combination of rwo per- 
ſons into one home,one purſe, one heart, and one 
fleſh, Bur to praiſe loue,or proue it needfull, were 


; ancedleſſe labour, The voyce of the world ſpeak?s 


for it, anJ accounts that match much more milc- 
rable 
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rable then death it ſelfe, in which loue is npt vſed 
as the match-maker, yea,and the match- keeper too, 
[ will therefore _—_ my ſpeech vnto two things 
neceſlary to be knowne about this point of loue : 
Firſt,to ſhew what properties this loue muſt haue; 
next, to ſhew by what meanes it may be attained, 
Now the loue of man and wife muſt haue theſe 
rwo properties with,and aboue many other : firſt, 
it muſt be ſpiritual! ; ſecondly, matrimoniall, It 


mult be ſpivicuall in its ground,and in its working. 


Loue muſt be built chiefly and principally vpon 
the will and commandement of God, the only 
ſure and ftedfalt foundation of ir. The God of | 
Heauen.the maker of affections, muſt alſo be their 
commander : from whom we haue received rhe 
power of louing,from him we muſt alſo receiuc di- 
reCtions,for the righ: vſing of that power. A Chri- 
{tian man muſt loue his wite not only or princi- 
pally, becauſe ſhe is beaucitull, wittie, huſwitely, 
dutifull, louing, and evary way wel-condirione ? : 
but chiefly, becauſe the Lord of hcaucn and earch, 
to whom al hearts ſhould ſtoope,an«! all affeCtions 
yeeld, hath ſaid, Husbands lone your wiues. The 
wife alſo muſtloue her husvand, not only or c'ite- 
fly becauſe he is a proper man, of good inzanes, 
and of good parenrage, kind to her, ut g50d cou- 
rage, andof good carriage in eurry retp. Ct; but 


\ 


| becauſe he is her husband, and God the Soue- 
' rajene of all ſoules hath told women, that they 


onghtrto be lowers of their husbands, Nor the face, 
txuour,portion, proportion, beauty,dowry,nobili- 


tie,g:tts or good parrs of the married, muſt ve the 


principall 
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principall cauſes of their louing each other, but 
the good will and pleaſure of God,that hath plain- 
ly manifeſted his pleaſure in this matter. That af- 


/feftion which is grounded vpon this ſure and ſta- 


ble foundation, will it ſelfe be laſting and durable, 
as is the cauſe that procures it : for the comman- 
dement of God in this matter, can neuer receiue 


an alteration : but that affeQion that ſtandeth vp- 


on other ſandy conſiderations, will be fickle and 
momentany,and ſubieCtto changing euery houre: 
for bo wcan the building ftand faſt, if the founda- 
tion be rotten and ſlippery ? either ſome ſtorme of 
contention will overthrow that i]-grounded natu- 
rall loue ; or of it owne accord it will fall downe_ 
through age ; or elle it will degenerate into icalo- 


fie, the deuouring Canker-worme and Cater-pil- 
lar, that eates vp the heart of the married perſons, 


| 


| 


and conſumes or marres the ſweete fruit of matri- 
mony : bur he that loues his wife, becauſe ſhee is 
his wife, and Gods pleaſure is, that ſuch a perſon 
ſhould be loued, whom himſelfe hath vnited info 
necre a contract,ſhal ſo long continue to loue her, 
what cuer ſhe proue in other reſpects, as ſhee con- 
tinues to be his wife,ſeeing the commandement of 
Godis given with none other limitation. Ve find 
not in Scripture that precept, Husbands lone your 
wiues,and wiues your husbands, limited with any 
ſuch condition as this,it they be thrifty, it they bee 
diſcreet, if they be patient, or the like; but ſimply 


' and abfolutcly if they be your owne, loue them. So 


the loue that lookes vpon God, refts vpon his will, 
yeelds to his authoritic, and relolues to obey him, 
| cannot | 


| band) can loue ſuch a wife > and what wife can 
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cannot change it ſelte, becauſe the cauſe thercof' is 


| ynchangeab:c, If chou leue thy wite for that ſhee 


is faire, well-ſpoken, courteous, of good feature, 
brought much,and is huſwitely, this is well : bur 
whac will become of thy loue, if all rheſe faile 2 as 
all may,and the moſt muſt faile, Thou loueſt rhine 
usband, becauſe he is an handiome man ; hath an 
actiue and able body,is of good wit, and of good 
behaniour, kind, louing, of faire conditions, aud 
victh thee well : but where ſhall we find thy loue,it 
cheſe things ſhould alter 2 as all earthly things 
may alter ? you ſee then how there is no fumirude 
in that loue, which is procured only by theſe mo- 
tives. Bur if thou loue thy wife or husband, be- 
cauſe God hath ſo bideen thee, the maker of all 
things hath enioyned ir, the Lord and Maſter of 
the heart, who alone hath right to command the 
very affeftions, doth ſo appoint thee ; then ſhalt 
thou find thy loue conſtant and perpetual,as Gods 
will alters nor, but his Law continues for cuer the 
ſame. | 
Now the knowledge of this propertic of 
loue,that it muſt be ſpirituall,built vpon the rocke 
of Gods commandement, doth meet with all ob- 
ietions, which many perhaps will makeagainſt it 
in their owne caſes: For who (ſaith ſome huf- 


<—— 


affe&t ſuch an husband, (faith ſome woman) >? I 
anſwer you both : That husband that hath learnt 
to giue Gods VWord a foueraigntie in his heart, 
that hath made reaſon rectified by Scriprures, the 


— 


guide 'and leader of his affections, that hath ſub- 
ducd 
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dued his paſſions to his tudgement, and his iudge- 
ment to his God, and hath learnt it to thinke it : 
reaſon for the creature, to follow the Creators 
will in all things, {eeme they otherwiſe neuer fo | 
much againſt reaſon : ina word ; that man that | 
hath his afteCtions ſpirituall, can beſtow them c- | 
uen on ſuch a wite ; and fo thall that woman allo, | 


| thathath arrained ſuch {piritualneſſe of loue, find | 


' ttnot impoſſible to continue her loue to ſuch an | 
| 
1 


 kusband, 


| 


couples loue, 'mult bee ſpirituall, ſo mult alſo the 
; Working thereof. It muſt bring forth ſpirituall 
; effects, ſeeking the ſpirituall g004g of the foule of 


—— —-——- — — —_ 


Now as the ground of the married which | 


the party loucd, by doing all ſuch things with all 
readines "whereby that good(the beſt of all goods) 
may bee attained, Their affections muſt prouoke 
them, to endeauour after the eternall welfare each 
of ocher : and to labour both, that they may both 
with more caſe and aflbrance attaine cucrlaſting 
ſaJuation : for that love which hath none high- 

cr aime than preſent wealth, eaſe. peaceand hap- 
pineſſe, deſerueth no better name, than a natu- 
rall and a carnall loue. And ſurely thoſe that 
loue each other, becauſe God bids them, will 
likewiſe loue ah other in ſuck ſort as God bids 
them zeucn with ſuch a lone, as will make them 
coke of each others ſoules, and the good there- 
of, for that endleſſe erernitie which is to come 
hercakier; as well as of their bodics and eſtates | 
for that lictle minute of time, which. they haue 

to runne thorow in-this preſent world:.:Lous.| 
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cannot bee ſeparated from an*carneſt defire of 
the good of thepartic loued -; and therefore 1ni- 
rituall Joue muft bee defirous of the fpirituall 
good. Wherein alafſe how exceedingy faileth 
the louc of the molt married people 2 yea, of rhe 
moſt that make ſome ſhewes of more than com- 
mon goodnefle 2 many husbands and wiues haue 
the bodies of their yoke-fellowes fo deare vnto 


them, that they cannot endure to thinke of their | 


diſgrace, pouerty, ſicknefle, death : but what be- 
commeth of their foules, whether they be ſanctifi- 


| cd or vnſanctified, in the dominion of grace or of 


ſinne, in ſtate of ſaluation or damnation, going to 
heauen or to hell : theſe be in the number of thoſe 
things, wherewith they are little moned. Theſe 
loue like Heathens, not like Chriſtians, and the 
Lord isnot well pleaſed, that choſe which call him 
Father, ſhould be warmed alone wich ſuch carnall 
affection. And now let all of vs that take vpon vs 
the honourable name of Chriſtians, be giuen to 
vnderſtand, that our affections ought to be of a 
more diuine and heauenly nature, than thoſe chat 
_ found amongſt Pagans and Infidels. Are 
we bound to marry in the Lord, and ihall not our 
martiage be ſcaſoned with loue in the Lord? Thou 
art ſo abundantly kind-to thy wite or husband,and 
he or ſhe is ſo neere to thy ſoule, that thou doſt ear- 
neſtly defire to affoord as much comfort vnto him 
orher,as poſſibly may be,and it goes tothine heart 
to thinke, that any thing ſhould bee wanting for 
their good, Itis well, Bur ſo:might a Pagan, an 
Inhabitans of Rome or Athens' doe ;. ſo may a 
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| Turke,ora man-or woman of China'doe, as well as 
| thy ſelfe : If the good thon meaneſt conſiſt alone 
| inbeing healthy and rich, in liuing at peace and art 
| hearts eaſe, and enioying all the benefits of nature 
that thou canſt belpe.chem to. But doſt thou of- 
ten wiſh the. an@tification and faluation' of thy 
yoke-fcllow? Doſt thou deſire to make thine yoke- 
fellow, a fellow-heire of Chriſts Kingdome ? Doſt 
thou ſeeke to helpe thine yoke-fellow to heauen 
| and -beauenly benefits, as well as to rhelc earthly? 
| ffo,this is to loue ſpiritually : This loue beſeemes 
a Chriſtian husband,and a Chriſtian wite.If other- 
wiſc, thy loue is to be diſcommended, not becauſc 
itis not good fo to loue, but not good enough for 
a Chriſttan, that is commanded to have a more 
holy and heauenly diſpoſition, than that, that may 
be ' wr amongſt thofe that know not Chriſt. Be 
not therefore carnal in your loues walking as men, 
but ſpiritual,as becommeth the ſonnes and daugh- 
ters of God. | | 
' | Andtakenotice yet further,that your loues muſt 
/ | be matrimoniall as well as ſpiricuall. Spiritualneſle 
of loue, is a common property to that loue that is 
due to all men ; we muſt therefore finde out fome- 
thing in the loue of yoke-fellowes, that may be pe. 
culzar tor, and ferue to diſtinguiſh itfrom all 0- 
ther Jones: for a man muſt loue his parents, his 
brethren,his neighbours, ſtrangers, yea and his vt- 
; | terenemies; and lone them alfo, becauſe God bids 
2 | him, and loue their ſoules as well as their bodies. 
But the laue of husband and wife to cach other, 
ſhould differ from all other loues in two reſpects 
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1. In quantitie, 
man and wife 
meſh loue eaci? 
cther above all 
they perſons. 
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Gen. 2,23, 24- 
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in regard of which [ call it matrimonial. Firſt in the 
quantity of it:fecondly in the efte&t, For the firſt,a 


to the living God, and our Lord lefus Chriſt, the 
witc is to baue the higheſt roome.in the husbands 
heart,and ſhe in his. No neighbour,no kinſman,no 


husband, Did not Elkarah (ay to Henna, Am nit 1 
better to thee then ten fonsflurely then he ought to be 
1oued better. Qur farit father in innocency knew the 
worth of cuery thityg at firſt ſight,& vnderſtood fo 


loue was due vnto it : no looner had God brought 


ſpeeches,diſcouering t.ic ſame largenes of affeftion 
| which werequirc of the maried; Th (faith he)fe}h 
| of my fl:ſh,and bone of my bont;&* therfore fball aman 
 leaue his father and meather,and ſhall cleaue ts his wife. 
' Their loves you ſee mult excced that of children to 


, prrents,and therfore it muſt know no fuperiour at- 


| tection but thar, that is due to the God of heauen. 
| So much loue doth one yoke-tellow owe to the 0- 
- ther,as either of them owes vnto him orher ſelf in a 
| manner. They be one body,and muſt loue each 0- 
 ther,as cach others ſeif, not alone in that common 
| reſpect wherin eucry Chriſtian is bound to loue c- 
| . . . . R 

' uery neighbor as himſelf, but in this ſpecial reſpect 
| we now {pcake of becauſe of the ſpeciallneereneſle 
' that is/berwixt ther for whereſocuer the ;Lord hath 
' knic perſons: tagerherby.a neerer bang, oy = 

| ot 


man muſt loue his wite aboue al the creatures in the | Þ 
world beſ{tdes:{0 muſt che womi ner husband :next 


triend, no parent, no child ſhould be ſo neere and. 
deare vnto the husban { as his wite,nor to her as her | 


ſoone as he ſaw and conſidercd it, what meaſure of | 


Enah his wife vnto him , but he breakes forth into 
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| ther, ſecingall eſtates are common betwixt them. | 
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Abvidebes.. 


dothalſo require of them an hiphee depree of wy 
Ction, and man & wite are tied together i in the clo. ' 
{eſt of al vnions;wherefore their mutuall affections | 
muſt be moſt plenrifull, large and abundamt:which - 
if itbe not, neuer will ir ſerue the turne to beare the 
out in-the other duties of matrimony. 'A man and 
woman mult doc more,and ſuffer more each for o- 
ther, than for any othet i in all the world ; ; they muſt | 


beaes with more faults each in other, chats in any o- | | 
ther, and be ready to take- more paines each ſor o- | | 


Wherefore they muſt loue each other more ; for 


| moreof euery vertue is required to be in euery one, 


by how much more large effects of it are required, J 


And verify herein would the happines of marriage | 


- con(iſt,if men & women did thus plentifuyly afte& | 


each athep: tor no man would be much difconten- | 


' red in wantof things leſſe loned,if he might enioy. 


— 


the things haJoued moſt of all; -& becauſe man and 


wite ſhouldbe ha ppycach in other, whatſoeuer af- | 


Aictions they. might meet with:therfore hath God 
7 mg he ro 8bound fo much in love eachto | 
other:& therfore the mutualaffection of Chriſt and 
his Churchi,is vſed rocxpres the nature of thisnup- 


' tial loue that wemigit know'ir to be ſuclh1as ſhould. 


nn ——_—_ 
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come as neare ro the targenes of that lone, as may 
be poſſible:but itmuſt allo toreffetbe of a binding 
and tying nature,tt muſt fo knit them to theſclues, 
that they may recciue full ſatisfa&t'o in themſclues, 
as Salows (aith Jet ber breaſts [atisfie thee, Their harts 
muſtbe ſo fixed in the good liking of cach others 
perſons, that they muſt account theſelues,the only | 
fic 
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>. ForeffeT, 
”m carriage leue 
mh]! nemancy 
wiſe each tog- 
ther{in 1had 
relpefl of mar - 


riage) nly «nd ' 
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| ring of others, 


| 
| 


mt 2 


Conch, 


OO A Bride-bufh. 


fit and good match, that may be found vnder the 
Sunne tor each other. The loue of the married. 
muſt be a'fingular lone, cauſing aman to account 
| his wife the only woman in the world, and not fo 
| much as to yeeld to the leaſt inclination of hauing 
| another,and fo the wiues towards him, Their per- 
ſons ſhould be to cach other th? moſt pretious of 
all perſons, and ſo love muſt limit luſt, and keepe 
deſire within compaſſe, It any man thinke this 
impoſſible, valeſſe that enery man and woman 
might finde in their owne yoke-fellowes, as good 
conditions and amiable qualities as are to bee 
found in others, I anſwer, that the point former- 
ly delivered about the ſpiritualneſle of affeftions, 
will ſatisfie this obieCtion : for not the good qua- 
; lities of cither,but the good pleaſure of God, is to 
| be the ground of their mutuall deareneſſe. Good 
| conditionsHelpe indeed to make this dutie more | 
ealie, but it is ſych as muſt vpon other motiues be 
performed, though the allurement of good condi- 
' tions beaway. Andagaine I anſwer, that as a man 
' which ſeeth more wit and beauty, and other good 
' parts, in his neighbours ſonne or daughter than 
; his owne; yea,whoſe own child is deformed,croo- 
, ked and dull witted, yea alſo ſhrewd, vntowardly, 
| rebellious, when his neighbours child 1s not alone 
' comely, ftraight-bodicd , quick-witted , but alſo 
| meeke,gentle,loyall,dutifull and obſequious, doth 
| yet loue the perſon of his owne il|-qualified child, 
; aboue the perſon of his neighbours well-qualified, 
{ though he loueth the good qualities of a ſtranger, 


| more than the bad qualities'of his owne child:euen 
| SILD {o 
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euen ſo ſhould it be betwjxt husband and wife, A | 
man may lawfully thinke another woman, a bert- | 
ter woman, and more vertuous than his owne 


wile : but not loue the perſon of another more ver- | 
tuous woman, aboue the perſon of his owne leſle | 


vertuous; and fo likewiſe may 1 ſay of the wife to- 
wards the husband, Liking of the perſon is not ſo 


 Inſeparably knit to good conditions, but that the 


former may be without the latter : no man would 
change his owne ſonne for another mans, though 
hee could be glad the ſonnes had changed quali- 


| 


— — 


ties: ſo though the married doe ſce caute more to | 


commend the bchautour and carriage of others, 
than their owne yoke-fellow ; yet their hearts muſt 
be ſettled in the efteeming of each others perſons 
aboue all, ſo that there may not bee admitted the 
leaſt defire of changing. And this is now matri- 
moniall loue,when for degree it is moſt tirongand 
feruent,withall inclining them to a ſetling of their 


hearts vpon each others perſons, wholly and only, 


and aboue all in the world beſides, which wee ſee 
that few hnsbands and wiuesYo ſo much as labour 
ta performe. The moft are fill vpbraiding each 
other, with what matches they might haue had in 
former times, and many in their hearts could al- 
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moſt preferre any other before their owne : theſe | 
may diſſemble and ſmile in the faces cach of other, ! 


bur doubtlefſe they cannot be ſaid to lone each o- 
ther with a nuptiall lone, Marriage loue admits of 


nonee<quall in affection, bur placerh the yoke-fel- 


lowenext of all to the ſoule of the party in whom 


it is. Marriage loue will not brogke the ſtragling 
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| deſire of change, but linkes the hearts of the marri-. 


cd fo cloſe rogether, that they are only deare to 


' each other, inthis reſpe& of marriage, O how 


farre are moſt irom louing their yoke-tcilowes as 


they ought, which yet haue herctofore pleaſed' 
| themſ{clues this way, and thought theruſclues to | 
| have leued cach other as well as need to be, But 

| now you may ſee, how much the moſt deceiue | 


| themlelues, and how farre ſhort they are of perfe- | 


Qion in thoſe duties, wherein they doe account | 
| themſelves moſt perfe&t. But wee muſt goe for- | 
| ward to the ſecond point wee intended, and (has 
' uing ſhewed of what qualitie that Joue is , which 
' WC requir? of the marrieo) mult thew them the | 


meanes of attaining {ucha loue, 


>—O_—— — 


Com TH 


Shewing the mean!s of attaining loue, 


Nd if any man finding a want of ſuch 
luc, defir@#to know how he may get 
and encreafe 1t, let him vnderſtand, that } 
loue. will become ſuch (as hath beene | 
| ſpoken) it ſome naturall meanes be vſed to con- 1 
bf a . 1 ” ' 
| firme it, and ſome ſpirituall, Thegaturall meanes | 


is cohabitation : let them haue one houſe, one 
table, one chamber, one bed, ſo thall they with 


moſt caſe. haue alſo one heart and one foule. 


Peter is in' this point expreſſe ; Let the hniband 


dwell with his wife : and thercfore the wife al- 
{o-with the husband. Nearencſle of converſation 


helpeth 
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| helperh ro procure nearneſſe of affe&ion: VWhy | | 
| doc we Joue thoſe oFour owne: family more than * 1. 
R . . j <= EY 
' others, and thote of, our ov.ne rowne, and of our | Ee . 


owne ſtreet vſually(vnleſſe quarrels fall out) more 
than thoſe that are turther remoued in habitarti- 
on? bur becauſe we haue more occaſions of tami- 
har conuerſing with them. This was the cauſe 
| that the Lord ordained in the Luw, that no If: 
 ra*lite ſhould be drawne from home the firſt yeere 
| after his mariage, vpon occaſion of publike ſerui- 
.ces.in warre,but ſhould for that ſpace ar leaſt abide 
athome, and line chercfully with his: new marri- 
ed wife, that fo long a time of ncarnefſe and fami- 
| liariry might make their loues for euer atter firme 
' and indiſfluble, How 1ll then doe they prouide 
| B forthemſclues, thatmuſt dwell aſunder, fare aſun- 
der,lye alunder,and haue two houſes, two tables, 
two bes for one couple, that ſhould bee but one 
body. It is marked and wondred at,that great per- | 
| ſonages doe very often diſagree in mariage : But ” 
| why fhould ir bee wondred at ? ſuperfluitie of 
wealch hath brought them to ſuch a kind of wan- 
ton pride, that they cannor bee fatiſftied with any 
thing that isnot odde and ſingular, and different 
from other ſorts of men. Whertore out of com- 
plement, and for ſtate and pompes fake, they accu- | 
ſome ta dinide themſelnes often in houſes and 
table,commonly in chamber and bed, Doth nor ; 
this their ſeparation giue the dinell grear aduan- 
tage againſt them ? ſhall it not be cafie for him to 
ſunder their affe&tions by degrees, that ſo ſunder 
their: bodies ? But. wharfocucr man and woman | 
| G2___ would} 
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| ſure and vanitie abroad. Secke not occaſions of | 
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would cncreaſe in all vertuous affeftion, let them 
bid adew to all theſe fond complements ; ler one | 
houſe and one bed hold them conſtamty ; let them 
be as much in cach others prefence,as buſineſſes of 
their callings will permit ; let them often talke to- 
gether, and be ſorry together, and be merry toge- 
ther, and communicate their ioyes and grietes 
each with other ; and this will ſurely knitthem , if 
any thing will. And let them neuer ſuffer any iarre 
to worke ſo dangerouſly vpon their affe@ions, as 
to make them ſo much as for one night, in a tro- 
ward or ſullen angrineſle, to part beds for any oc- 
caſton of diflike : for why ſhould the Sunne goe. 
downe vpon their wrath?and why ſhould not their 
anger be caſt out afore they ſleep ? and why ſhould: 
not they lye downe in peace each with other, as 
well as with God ? Thinke you it poſſible for an 
husband or wife to keepe peace with God, whom 
they ſee not, if they cannot for his ſake keep it with 
their yoke-fellowes , whom they ſee continually ? 
Nouriſh loue therefore by a continuall ſtreame of 
familiar conuerſation,and abſentnot thy ſelfe from 
thine owne home, where thy yoke-fellow is for any 
vaine occaſions and vnneceſſary purpoſes of plea- 
long and vnneceſlary abſence through a negligent 
and ſlight reſpect of thy yoke-fellow,and let no diſ- 
like or iniury euer ſo much alienate thee, as thou 
ſhouldeſt in a ſnuffe of diſcontentment part houſes 
and be gone, Breede not ftrangeneſſe (an eaemy 
to loue) there, where there ought to be moſt loue, 
Make not thoſe iarres open, that might be ſecret, 
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and prepare not buy for vtter deſertions, 
by theſe pettiſh and angry ſeparations : but ſeeing 
ſociableneſſe and familiar conuerſation, are the 
beſt helps that nature affordeth for the combining 
of hearts ; let not any falling out or contention be 
caſt on (like cold water) to quench the loue that 
fhould alwaics burne within you. Aboucall, let 
neuer any husband or wife giue way to that fond 
conceit ; Ihaue ſuch an one,as no man or woman 
in the world could endure to dwell with, The A- 
poſtle ſaith,that if the vnbelceuing husband would 
abide with the belecuing wife,then ſhe ſhould not 
depart from him. It cannot be thought, that any 
thing ſhould make cohabitation more tedious, 
than difference of faith, yer this makes it not law- 
full for them to part houſes, how much lefſe may 
things of ſmallermoment ? Nay rather euery-one 
muſt labour with his ſoule,and fay,l muſt loue this 
my yoke-fellow with an ardent loue, or elſe I can- 
not but be damned : for how can any man expect 
ſfaluation from God, if hee continue to crofle his 
plaineſt commandements > amongſt which this is 
one, as plaine as may bee, If I cannot loue mine 
husband or wite,how ſhall I doe mine enemy? and 
yet none is capable of heauen, till he can loue his 
enemy, and blefle thoſe that curſe him, Ir is there- 
fore of_neceſſitie ro ſaluation, that one loue his 
yoke-fellow ; and it is impoſſhble to maintaine 
loue, if — diſcontentment they part; dwel- 


 lings : wherctore bee thou reſolute to beare with 


all weakenefſes, and vndergoe all difficulties, 
to live where God bids thee live, Hee iy afaint- 
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| hearted fouldier,that will quirgge quarter appoin- 
| tec himy by the Generalj, bccaute heaneetes with 
{tout enemics rhere : nay, a good {ouidier miſt 
| make good his ground, though he leaue his bodie 
. dead inthe place, This is my place fay thou, here | 
God hath ſet me, here Iwill be, this ground I will 
| make good, though I endure tempeſts, ſtormes, 
| railings, blowes, wounds,and death-it ſelte, This | 
| tsaright obedient reſolution, and ſuch a ſouldier | 
ſhall not miſſe his commendation and reward, It | 
| thine husband be not an whore-maſter, or wite an '| 
| harlor, you muſt live in rhe ſame home and. habi- | 
| tation,nothing elfc candiſpence with this duty, be- 
| cauſe there cannot be matrimonial love with- 
' out this duty. And if there haue beene any diuiti- 
on for other occaſions of diſlike, they ſhould 
quickly be compounded, and eachof them ſhould 
be content to hearken to motions of reconciliati- 
on ; yea, they ſhould cach affte& to befound the 
| moſt forward in beginning the offers of peace, The 
husband ſhould haue more wiſdome, more pati- 
ence, more command-ouer his paſſions than the 
wife,and therefore he ſhould count it his honour 
| ro ſhew more of all theſe, by ſpeaking the firſt 
word of peace,and beginning tuch a treaty as may 
compound their diſcords, finiſh their iarres, re- 
unite their hearts, and reſtore them to their former 
Iude 14.19. | vnicnof focietie. Sampſon ina paſſion flung trom 
0 1 fot. his wite, vpon occaſion of playing the blab, and 
diſcoucring his riddle, which by whining and in- 
portunitic thee had wreſted from him : but after- 
warCs he bethought himſelte better when the paſ- 
| ſion 
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ſion was ouer, and ſaid, thathee would goe. and 
make merry with herwwith a kid, and knit vp all a- 
gaine. Yea,the Leuit ſpoken of in the latter end of 
the booke, of Iudges; though his wife departed 
from him-to-her tathers houſe (as ir may feeme 
without any cauſe of his part giuen, for the koly 
Ghoſt doth accuſe him of none, and charitic mult 
make vs ngt to ſuſpe& him, where the Lord hath 
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not diſcouered any), yer could he find in his heart 


to goe after her,and ſpeake kindly to her,and fecke 
to bring her backe againe vnto his family, Sure it 
1s no thame for any man to bee the firſt mouer in 
the matrer of reconciliation : nay,he is alwaies the 
belt natured , the moſt ſanfifhed , and the moſt 
praiſe-worthy.that can perſiwade himſelf ro tollgw 
after peacc,cuenthen when it ſeemerh to run from 
aim. Wherefore to conclude this point,nzan and 


neere {ociette may endeare them each ro other. 
And befides this narurall meanes of procuring 


| loue,they mult take notice of ewo, more ſpirituall, 
| which will indeed glew their ſoules together, -and 
| that alſo in a ſpiricuall manner :.the one of theſe 'is 


to take ſpeciall notice of Gods gracious proui- 
dencefor gaod intheir match, They muſt often 
put themfelues in mind of that which our Sautour 
afirmech, that God hath ioyned them together, 
and that alſo being his children, for their mutuall 
good and benefit, Vee know, thata meane giſt 
is much reſpected for the givers ſake : If men and 
womenobſeruc the pronidence of God, in fauour 

| bringing 


wite muſt cleaue to cach other,they mult come to. 
gether in one,they muſt dwel! together, that ſuch | 


——et— eo. 


———— 


I. Sprritieall one | *© 
ro take notice of | 
Gods good pro- 


| widenceinthear | 


matih, 


Math. g.6. 


-_- 


- 


y ks p i 
n 5 DT 
Cots ee 5; 7 
4 RE 


$4 L dC es a 4 "6 CA > l 
X'S : oe bf a" * _— "Sx, * 
. Sis 2 q —" v2 on 
3 Py 4 Fs w_— ad ”> Þ UE, x W"23 % -_” 5 Gps = % - I bo 
: * _ - 


pack. 


| 
| 


| 


— ——— ——— ————— - — 


| call her bone of his bone : wherefore doe thou 


bringing them together, then ſhall they take cach 
other as loue-tokens from God, and fo ſhall bee 
made very deare each to other,though perhaps o- | 
therwiſe they be but of meane qualities, Hee that | 
{trineth to loue God aboue all,cannor but loue the 
courſeſt of his bleſſings for his ſake. Yea, a good 
child will kifſe the rod in the fathers hand, When 
Adam law that God had brought Exe ynto him, 
he was ſoone in loue with her, and could quickly 


reſolue in thine heart, that God in great goodnefle | 
(for croſſes alſo ro Gods people come in good- | 
nefl:) hath beſtowed this husband or wife vpon | 
thee,and thou ſhalt not chuſe but dearely affect rhy 
yoke-tellow , though ſomewhat perhaps ſuilied 
with frowardnefle and ill condicions : for the | 
deareneſle of the giuer, will counteruaile rhe de- 
fects of the gifr. And if thy matci bee ſaine out | 
ſomwhat croſl: vato thee, yet know that the Lord 
did aime at thy good, and will procure it by this ; 
crofle (caufing, that though thy life here bee leſle | 
pleaſant, yer thy ſoule ſhall hauea large recome | 
pence, if thou accept it with patience and thanke- | 
fulnefſe), and then thjne yoke-tellowes diſtempers |} 
may proue vnto thee matters of gricfe, but ſhall | 
not be able to alienate thine affeftions. But ſuch 

as want wiſdome to behold the hand of God cou- 

pling them,ſhall ſoone ceaſe to loue, becauſe their 


— 


loues are not perfeRed, and ſtrengthened with the 
loueof God, the only ftrengthener and perfeCter 
of all vertues. 
Bur there is another meanes of cementing the 
ſoules þ | 


_ 2 IF OP LEN 


IC 
_— 


| Crap | A Þridle-buſh. 


+ tis ef AT _— 


% n , 

- Sx Fafa 2. 

- . AC < Pt, OT IT 
he 


4, 


on wp 1. 


+ Mt * - M07 by 
EEE TE Ya Rr: 
o Y . pf he 8” * - 

i. 


” 
_ 7 


oh p. 
J% TO oo oe 


PE 


ſoules of the married which will: both helpe ro the 
former,and being ioyned with it,make it infallibly 
effectuall, to make them cruly louing ; and that is 
to ioyne together often and conſtantly in the per- 
formance of exerciſes of pietic tro God, chiefly in 
private and betwixt therſelues. Let man and 


 wite pray together, let them conferre with cach o- 


cher of their heauenly country, let them fing a 
Ptalme together,and ioyne in ſuch religious exer- 
Ciſes ;10 ſhall their hearts bee knit together faſt 


| and firme ro God firſt, and fo to each other. Reli- 


gion we know (as the word importeth) is of a very 


| biading nature, and therfore Sainr Peter would by 


no means.that the prayers of the married ſhould 
be interrupted, He was a married man,and knew 
well (like enough by his owne experience) that 
theſe wer: the beſt means of confirmation to their 
loues. In theſe the bright beamesof Gods image 
will ſhine forth.,and ſhew themſelues in each of 
them,and that is louely and alluring,and will make 
them amiable each to other, Theſe will nouriſh 
the ſpirit of holinefſe in them, and that inkindles 
loue, where euer itcommeth. Theſe will increaſe 
their faithin God,and faith will workeby loug in 
theſe they ſhall fecle themaſelues to haue been ſpiri- 
tually profitable each to other:and to receiue a ſpi- 
rituall benefit, cannot bur procure a ſpirituall affe- 
&ion. Here they ſhall perceiue themſclues ftran- 
gers of one country.ſeruants of one family, chil- 
dren of one parent.and members of one body,and 
this muſt needs encreafe their good will to each 0- 
ther. Religion will knit the hearts of ſtrangers faft 
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A pride-buſh, 


in one, caufing them to be for all their liues after, 
deare to each other, that for the ſpace of one mo- 
neth,weck,day,or almoſt houre,haue conuerſed & 
ioyned together therein; how much more cffe&tu- 
all wil ic be,to faſten together their ſoules, that en- 
toy ſo many and fo perpetuall bands beſides ? It 
is ſocietie that moſt times choketh the louc of the 
married, they grow weary each of other by long 
fruitioncach of other, and then they care no: one 
for another : but if they doe ſeaſon their naturall 
communion, with this ſpirituall communion in 
the ſeruices of God:the comfort & power of them 
will preuent all ſatiety, and make them grow ut 
deareneſſe cachto other, by ſeeing cauſe to be dai- 
l[y more and more Mare. Iarres and contentions. 
falling out twixt man and wifc, are the greateſt 
hinderances of their laue : but the joyning toge- 
ther ia theſe exerciſes, will cauſe that they ſhall far 
more ſeldome 1arre, and that their ſudden iarres 
ſhallnor feſter and ravkle, to breed hard'conceits 
of eachother, which would be the bane of loue.. 
Prayer will prevent moſt diſcontentments , and 
compoſe all: for when they ſhall appeare together 
before God in prayer, inſtead of blaming cach o-} 
ther onely or chiefly (which is the euill humour of 
- pride, that makes theſe ſores to rankle), they ſhall 
each blame themſelues, and take the greateſt faulr 
ypon themſclues ; which being once done all con- 
tentions will ceaſe,and all quarrels wil come to an 
| end,and receiue a peaceable concluſion. The ſight 
of God inhis ordinanceswill quell the pride of | 
their hearts, and make cither to fee and feele the 
| great-. 
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greatneſle of his or her owne ſinnes, and then the 
taults of the yoke-fellow will ſeeme little, and the 

matter of trife will be quite cut off, Yea, if they 

come before the Lord in prayer, they ſhall bee fo 

truly gricued and aſhamed for their iarring and 

falling out,that it will make them far more watch- 

full ouer themſelues, and farre more able to pre- 

uent the like occaſtons for the time to come. The 

land-floud of yourhfull affeftions will quickly bee 

dried yp, or conſume it ſelfe : but thoſe (weete and 

liuely Aaron of ſpirituall affe&ion, which the | 
toiningtogether in holy exerciſes ſhal haue digged | 
vp for them, will alwaies yeeld fortha quict and | 
conſtant ftreame of good-wil, Thoſe waves indeed | 
make moſt noiſe, bur this ſpring doth beſt ſeruice | 
that hot and vehement ardor which ſometimes | 
goes before marriage,is more boyſterous and ſtir- 
ring for the time : but this moderate and ſober af- 
tetion,thatis gotten by ſeruing God together af- 
ter,is ten times more victull. The former without 
the Jatter,wil neucr make ones life happy and pea- 
ccable.: bur this without that will abundantly ſuf- 
fice, to a moſt chearcfull and contentfull liuing in 
marriage. Fond hee orſhee- may be thar pray not |, 
among themſclues, but loving they cannot bee, | 
Wherefore I pray you all that are or ſhall be mar- 
r1ed,to marke diligently this CireCtion, and not to 
faile in practiſing of ir. VVhat will it profit you to 
heare good directions from the mouth of Gods | 
Miniſters, if you turne the backe, and doe not fol- 
low them? Aboue all other direQions follow this, 
if ever you will haue yoar marriage contentfyll; 
H 2 call 
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cal vpo the name of God together, peruſc his ſcrip- 
tures together,ſtog a ſong of praiſe vnto him toge- 
ther,&talk together of his word and works, Looſe 
not All the time ;you ſpend alone, either in worldly 
communication, or in vnquietfault finding, or in 
naturall merriment, or ſportivg each with.other : 
but be carctull that ſome good time may be redee- 
med to thoſe holy duties, which as they are in all 
other reſpects gainfull, fo are doubtlefle worth all 
the time that they ſhall ſpend, for this very fruit of 
the growth of your loues which will follow from 
them. And verily there is none that hath any ſpark 
of godly wiſtome within him, but ſhall bee infor. 
ced to conteſſe, it he conſult with himſelfe in good 
carneft, that the true cauſe of the either errors or | 
detects of loue in the married, is the ſeldome com- 
ming together before the Lord, rodoe their 1oynt 
homage vnto him. | Erther they loue little,or lone 
carnally : and why is this ? but becauſe they are 
ſo carnall,that they-pray bur little each with other. 
But if you-would maintaine loue againſt all brea- 
ches, and keepe it from all decayes, and make it al- 
waies ardent, alwaies freſh, alwaies luely, and al- 
waies working : if you would make it religious, 
holy and godly, fauoring of piectic and the diuine 
nature; then remember, and follow this that hath 
been told you: for it holy duties knitnor,and riuet” 
not your hearts together, they will ſoone be ſeuc- 
red.If pieticto God do not thus feede your loue,ir 
ſhall be bur feeble,or carnall,or both. But then may 
ſome man or woman ſay;Alas how thall I doe,that 
haue ſuch an husbad or wile,as neicher cannor will 
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ioyne with me in the ſeruices of God, butis rather 
an enemy to ſuch duties & to al that make any care 
of performing the. To ſuch one I make thisanſwer: 
Pray for that yoke-fellow, that will not pray with 


theezintreat God ſo much more often in behalte of | ;2yne im prager, 
thine husband or wite, by how much they are leſſe | 
| able or willing to entreat for themſelues : fo ſhall 

God in goodnes turne their hearts to affe thee,at 
' leaſtwiſe thy ſoule ſhall be warmed with heauenly 


loue to the:tor it is impoſſible that any man or wo- 
man ſhuld chufe but loue that perſon much & ecar- 
neſtly,for whom they pray much & earneſtly. And 
this alſo is very ſure, though few perhaps will be- 
lecue it,chat to loue ones yoke-fellow ſpiritually & 
feruently,though one be not ſo beloyed-againe, is 


| a much more content tothe ſoule, and comfort to 


the lite t1.3 robe beloued of the, without ſo louing, 


| Now then all you-wedded perſons that know the 


Lord and hisſeruice, beare a part together in his 
ſeruices: ſweeten all che incurnbrances of wedlock 
with this ſweetand plcaſant ſatice, which wil much 
allay the tartnefſe of them.Caufe that you may not 
by any length of time be weary cach of other, by 
being thus mutually profitable ro the ſoules each 


of other; and by this exce!lent and ſoueraigne me- 


dicine,hcale thewounds of ſudden diftempers and | 
paſſions, that they may not turne into the incura- | 


ble ſores of fettled: diſlikes. And if any hauefuch 
an husband or wife, as canaot or will not partake 
in the fellowſhip of theſe duties, let them pray the 
more for them, that will nor pray with them ; fo 


ſhall they bee ſure co ſtore theit foules wich that 
Ha. -. ſpiri- | 
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they muſt pray 
| ſo muchthe more 
| for that yoke- . 
| Fellow, foſbal . 
| they be ſure t0 


lone them, 
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ſpirituall and matrimoniall affetion, whereof we | 
haue been all chjs while ſpeaking : but now we will 
4 go forward,to ſhew you the good fruits that muſt 
+78 ariſe from this roote, 
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Cray. V. 
Shewing the firſt effeft of lone : Vize 
pleaſingneſſe. 


The effefls of Tr effects of this nuptiall lone are three, 


— —— 


- <a pleaſingneſle, faithfulnefſe, helpefulnefle, 
; of which ler vs ſpeake ſomewhat for your 
direction, The firſt, which muſt mixe ir ſelfe 


r, Toſeaketo 


Fo |pledſerah withall the reft, as the ſweetner and ſeafoner of | 
"_S other, . them, I call pleafingneſle : it is. a diſpoſition of 
S | the will and ana” 9%" of the heart, to giue 


all content each to other, ſo farre as they may 
poflibly doe it , without finning againſt God, 
1 Cor.7.33-z4 | The Apoſtle tels vs, that the married man careth 
for the things of this life, how he may pleaſe his 
wife, and the wife alſo, how ſhee may pleaſe her 
husband. This he mentioneth not as a matter in 
cither condemnable, but praiſc-worthy in both, 
and that whereof (in all worldly buſineſſes) they 
ſhould be moſt regardfull : for though it be a 
matter of ſome difficultie, yet it is of exceeding | 
oy” ; greatifruic, and of abſolute neceſſitic to the well- | 
bp [10951033- | being of the family. The Apoftle tells vs, that 
—_ \ he did ſecke in all things to pleaſe all : meaning fo 
farre as he could without ſinne; this duty is there- 


fore a generall duty towards all men, and ſhall it 


nor 


©. —_— 


- 


FI " 3 od, ba. - 
o | 


4 F 
v % Fn * #1 ion. 5d CITES: 
« "FPL GEL EI vos Eno Ee ag Da 
«Obs P17, oe IHR WA. 
4a x ; "Ks Ld *; 
wy 


ſo nearely vnited, VVherefore the husband muſt 
doc ar leaue vndone, what ſtands not moſt with | +» 
his owne mind, that he may giue ſatisfaction to 
the different inclination of his wife : & ſo muſt the 
wife alſo for the husbands ſake,crofſe her owne de- 
res to ſatisfie his. Indyet, in attire, in choyce of 
} company, in all other affaires, they muſt frame 
| themſelues to affoord each other ſuch an abſolute 
tulfilling of deſires, as may be withour the tranſ- 
preſſion of Gods Law. That, that will make this 
duty poſſible,is reſolution and pradtice; begin and 
aſſay, and the procecding will proue pleaſanter 
than the beginning : that, that will make it alſo ca- 
ſie and comfortable,is the mutuall Iabouring for it 
on both ſides : for if the wife wo.AUld app!y her ſelte 
to pleaſe her husband , hee ſhould finde it an caſte 
matter to pleaſe her, Ang if the husband would 
ſceke his wiues contentment , ſhee might with 
much facilitie content him, Endeuour to pleaſe, 
workes a willingnefle to be pleaſed, and it cannot 
| be difficule to ſatisfic one, that defires as well to 
| giue, as totake ſatisfa@tion.But ſome married peo- 
| ple may perhaps imagine, that their caſe admits 
not of this adutce,becauſe they haue yoke-fellowes 
| ſo froward, tetchy, diuers,diſcontented,as indeed 
| nothing will content them. To whom I anſwer, 
| thatit is not in any mans power to make afroward. 
| perſon take things well, but itis in their power to 
| doe their beſt to ſatisfie ſuch an one, and to ftriue 
| vnto it ſo much the more painefully, by how much 


the others diſpoſition. 1s more auerſe from it. | 
God | 
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not be much more needfull berwixt them that are A 
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God lookes that one ſhould nor <ffe&t, but endea- | 
uour the ſatisfaction of the yoke-jellow ; and it the 
one be not behind hand,in gluing all juſt cauſe of 
| being pleaſed , the orher ſhall beare the whole 
blaine before God of that peeuiſhnes and pettiſh- 
neſſe, which would nor ſuffer him or her to bee 
pleaſed. It will be obiected here,that it will be ve- 
ry hard to continue ſtriuing againſt the ſtreame z 
and fo indeed it will : but good duties muſt not 
bee omitted, becauſe they bee hard, No maſter 
would be put eff wich ſuch an anſwer from his ſer- 
vants mouth ; Si-ra, bring mee hicher, or beare 
forth ſuch a thing (laith rhe Maſter), Sir, I cannot 
(anſwers the ſeruant). VVhy fo (faith he againe) ? 
It will make my ſhoulders ake, & put me to paines 
and ſweat (replies the other). Laſinefſe would be 
accounted the cauſc of this anſwer,and anger with 
correction would follow as the effet. D:fficultie 
ſhould fer a ſharper edge vpon induſtry, and not 
make it duller and blunter. The ſcholler that hath 
an hard leſſon, muſt ſettle more hard to his booke, 
and not caſt it away in ſullennefle, and ſay he can- 
not learne it : fo the husband that hath a peruerſe 
wife, or wife that hath a peruerſe husband,muſt 
giue more diligence ro giue content to ſuch huſ- 
band or wife,and not carelcſly caſt off all, with ſay- 
ing they bee ſo crofſe and dogged, that nothing 
will pleaſe them : verily this is a painfull worke, 
but withall it is a poſſible worke. It cannot be that 
there ſhould remaine ſo great-paſſionateneſle in 
the breaſt of any man or woman, bur that they will 


be kept in berter rermes, by a wile ſtriuing ro con- 
tent 
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| doe hat the other: yoke-fellow can, how much ! 
| more it there bee noipaines'taken-to' make them | 


- miſconſtrue-thme a&ions, and take them euer in 


| theworltſenſe), yer tha (halt not faileto pleaſe 


 therviturhebeſt pare,” Here thou-muſt bee pur in 
"mind' of [that worthy counſell, which Se/omens 
' gtaue 2oUunſellours gane to his young ſonne,now 
| newly cometothe crowne; It thou pleaſe this peo- 
. ple, andſpeakerto their hearts, they will be thy-ſer- 
| uants foreuer, _— 


| pleaſe him or hen, by yeelding ro them euen in 
things, perhaps that are'ſomewhar vureaſonable: | 
 this:{{Panything)-will change theit bittemneſſe'in- 
; to genrleneſſe, their- pernerſenefſe ins Kindhelſe} 


| my. yoke'fellow. Hee loues' not gn houfe 
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Ler'therefore the hardneſſe rhake cath one more | 
diligent: for if the husband:or wife will be vnquiet, | 
| 
quiet, \Incourag8thy Telfe5m this tediods labour; 
with-remembring/eliat it ehou canſt not pleaſe thy 
yoke-tellaw.avthoudefireſt(becauſe he'or ſhe will 


God, who paſſing by thy failings, will cuer rake 


I to-thee now, if thoiſpeake 
usband or wife, and ſeeke to 


tothe heart of thine 


— 


and their rebeltiouſnefſe ints ſubietion. Where: 
fore letallyoke-fellowes medirate thus with them- 
ſelues': I cannot pleaſe God,if I triue nor e&pleaſe 

Kul of | 
brawles and chidings?' diſco drings Hitn-with | 
his bleſſing out of cores:and'there can benv;peace | 
where there is no ftriving by marual{pleaſingnefle, | 
ro nouriſh and ſettle peace. Theharder this pro- | 
ueth, rho more commendable/ir is ime, andthe } 
betrer the:Lord will take rat fy hands, andthe | 


an 
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| ehathe will be an whore-maſter, fhcehimalnoſt, | 


hn 


Crap. | 


mage he, will reward. it at the. laſt. W hercfore E| 


will-croſſe mine owne deſires; rather than mine |! 
hus bands or my wiues;and fo carry my ſelfe, that | 
they may recciue contentment 1a allchings jif any 
thing but ſinneand wickecneſle wil eontent them, 
Brethren, let thwarting and crofiing each other be 
farre from your houſes. - To.crofſe ones (elfe. iis a 
matter of great praile ztocroſle another, ſpecially | 
one ſo neare,is a point of as great folly as can bee * 
neither can any thing in the world kefſſe become - 
married people, and be mpre reprochfull, vnco | 
them,than ro intend the trerting,gauling and vex- 
ing each of other ; I will do ie;it-ic be but to anger | 
thee ; is a ſpeech ſo odious jn the mouth of huſ- 
band or ih that ſcarce ay. ting.can;be more. | | 
The husband wereNlmoſkas good to rell tis wite, | 


thatſhee will be an harlot, Doe the head and the 
body ftand againſt each other in.ſuch termes of 
defiance ? Doe Chriſt and his Church-riſe vp in 
armes againſt eachother in this faſhion Doubt: | | 
lefſechis thwarting humor that will doe ariy thing | | 
forthe nonlt(as we ſpeake) to anger the other, is in | 
the family like the crampe in che body,which puls 
and rackes the finewes, and makes the body-full of 
rorment. Thigki)ls all the comfort of ſbcietic., It 
the moſt FAorA_y eo louceft; any thing ; ithin- 
ders the going forward of all chritt,and of all du- 
tic. Enemy ſeckes to croſle enemy ; purpoſed op- 
poſitions are the trueſt demonſtrations of hatred 1 
andfor thoſeto liye like enemics in the field, that 
arecompanions in one houſe or bed, what can bee 

| thonghe | 


_— — — — — 


' owne dcfires,and contrary to thine owne will. for | 
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thought more againſt reaſon and againſt ſenſe > | 
Wherefore for hereafter, Jet none of you beare | 
with chat abſurd thought of angring his wife, or 
angring the husband, but next tothe pleaſing of 
God; make it your maine buſmefle to pleaſe each 
other, Indeed this caution.nexttorhe pleaſing of 
God mult needs be put in,forelſe it isa moſt fond 

_and-wicked thing, to pronoke God by fecking ro 
give a creature content, If any thing bur the | 
breach of Gods Law will fatisfie thy ybke-fellow, 
chou muſt doe it, be -itneuer ſo troubleſome to 
thee,ſo much againſt the haice,fo oppoſite to thine 


every one of vs (faith Paul) muſt pleaſe his neigh- | Rom: 5.2. 


| bour, much more his husband or wife in that that 
' is good for edification, But it thou canſtnor fulfil! 
| the deſires of a man, without the breaking of the 


| Lawof God,then conclude and ſay,thac it is farre | 
; better to offend a mortall creature, than the im- 


| ſo muſt hee bepleaſed aboue all; andas theyoke- * 


mortail God: for as God muſt be letied aboue all, 


fellow muſt be loued next to God, ſo muſt they al- 
ſo be pleaſed next to him. Only my brethren conit- 
der,that this point is deliuzred vato you amoneſt 
the dutics that are mutuall, Moſt husbands looke |! 7þe busb.aud 
for irof their wiues, they cſteeme not themſelues | m4 5c a care- 

, , . full te pleaſe bys 
bound ro doe ir to their wiues : but looke what |*,;7.5 pc him. 
force obedience hath to- tic the wife vato it, the | 


ſame hath foueto tie the husband. Doth nor the | 


Joue of Chriſt make him carefull ro pleaſe his BE 
' Church for good ? and doeknor Pan! ſay, thatthe | Rom.1 5-15 
ſtrong muſt beare the infirmities of the weake,and | 
| 'S. not | 
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——_— rt plcaſe thernſelues." Lo beche fixonger;E&crobe 
the Auperivy ry will not CXCHnprt the;busband from 
this Gatic ; for,1c-was a, King thatheard that aduice 
| from the wiſe 01d men,and they wereſybiccts,con- 
cerning whom it is ſaid z:/f-4honplrafe them, they 
will ſerue., \More obedience;and;berter ſhall any 
husband procure to -himſelfe by this pleaſingneſſe 
of bchautour, then by all-the rigour in the vorld, 
And ſo muchbee ſpoken of, the firſt effect of loue- 
pleaſingneſſc : 'there are'two more of ſpeciall vſe 


which may pos be amitreds .  -[ *E 
| n | Cuar. VI. | 
4 | Of the faithfulneſſe endhelpfulneſſs of '' | | 
it | the married, 2 jo 
The ſecond «nd 'F Vsband and wife muſt bee to each other | 
third effects of -.auhtull and helpfull; theſe awo- muſt ever | 


loue, faithfulnes 


aud belpefuln::, be, ioyned in; praCtice ,-and-therefore wee | 


will alſo {peake of thein | both ;rogerher]:: This | 
was one principall thing which the Lotddidaime | 
at, in making'the woman, 'and ioyning her.vnto ' 
her hosband : fort © not good ((aith hee) for Ha: | 
to be alone, 1wih make hum an helpe mrete for him... 
And doubtlefle the man was ro giuehelpe, as: well 
as tO reccluc it, and to doe more good, by how 
much he was-indued with more ftrength,and ſer in 
the higher place. Salowon allo nateth this point in 
Prou.z1,21.. | his deſcription of a good wife, faying, the heart of 
her busbay may truſt 1n her, © A good: wife you 
; heare,muſt be truſty ro her husband, and muſt not 


_he 


Gen. 2.18- 


— 


end ha ——————— 


| he be racher more thangeſſe truſty;to-her 2.Sbee will 
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age him good, and nove enill all. the dayes: of ber life, 
laich he againe, Sce what ought tobe the conttanr 
labour of a vertuous woman,thather husband by 
her mcaaes might neuer xecciue any enill, bur that 
ſhee may be an'inſtrumentof all poſſible gool vn- 
to him art all times. And withoutall queſtion the 


nusband is bound to the like, ora greater care of | 


[ 
' 
: 


4 
o 
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doing good, and only good vnto his wife allo : for | 


the Lord did neuer yet aduance any creature to an | 


higher place, but hee made it to giue more good 
to the things that were vnder it, than that which 
itreceiued from them. Now this helpefu!l  le- 
litie confiſterh in their mutuall care. of abſtaining 


from, and preventing ({o.much as may be) all ſuch | 


PR. _ 


chings/as might hurc, griene, and indamage,cach | 


other z and of doing themlelyues, and procuring 


> >> 


from others to bee done, all ſuch things as may : 


chen. arc they, faithfully helpetull each to, other, 
whea they willnever doe themſelues, nor faffer 'if 
(they can hinder)others to doe any thing that may 
be harmetull to eachother : and when they be d- 
ligentto doe thein(clues, and cauſe others, to doc 
(lo farr as lyss inthe, power) whagfocuer may be 
good oneto anger... ,, . 7 


| | But chis duty muſt be handled a lietle more par- 


ticularly and largely;&r muſt extend it ſelte ro the 
:pulgs, bodies, names.and eſtates of cach other. 
Firſt 0 the ſoules, by prquoking each orherto all 
godlinc{Tcand piette,and holinefle of living as oc- 
cafion ſerueth, The husband muſt not hinder, bur 


£1 turther 


| make for. the comfort and benefit each of other; | 


———— 7 — -_ * 
. 


Faithfull helpe - ' 
| ” 
| fulneſſe muſ} be 
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| further the wife in goodnefſe;nor ſhe him : for the ' 

| wife alſo hath libertie to'exhort and ſtirre vp her | 

| | husband to well doing,and to preuaile by intreaty | 

2 Kinz49. and faire meanes. So the godly Shunamite per-, 
| . ſwwaded her husband, togiue all good entertaine- 
| ment to the man of God E/fþ1, for which they 
| 


Ps 
1 | 
| 


| were plentifully rewarded with the bleſſing*of a. 
| ſohne in their old age, after long ineſle in 
youth. The like Elkanah practiſed to h113 wines, | 
| Hanys and Peniznah: tor he brought them vp with 
| him alſo to the Tebernacle, though it were more _ 
| than'was ftricktly required of women, to come vp 
- thither to offer yearely . Their neereneſſe of ſocie- 
tie, piues them many and great occaſions of {wey- 
ing each otherzither way : for it is hard to denie | 
| any thing to ſo inward a friend. They muſt there- 
fore beware of becomming the diuels inſtraments | 
| toallure each other to ſinne : as Euah drew Adam 
| tocate the fo: bidden fruit; and as Jeſabe/ drew her | 
| husband 4hab to all idolatry, and cruelty againſt | 
| the Prophets ; and as Ananias drew* Saphira to | 
ioyne with him in difſembling : for there cannot | 
be a greater mifchicuouſnefſe in the world, than 
For man and wife to abuſe that inwardneſle and 
power, which they hane either in other, as ie were | 
to poylon each other with wicked aduice, and 
naughtie ſolicitations : but they muſt bee ready 
with ſpeciall —_— asYhey haue ſpeciall op- 
portunity to conſider one another,and ro prouoke 
vnto louc,and to good workes.]f the wife perceinue 
the husband ſlack m matters of religion,or mercy, 
or the like, ſhee muſt euer bee commending theſe 
things | 
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things ynto him, and. putting himin mind of the 
excellency of theſe vertues; and the great. reward 
that God will giue to. them that practice them; 
and ſo ſweetly drawing him to a more frequent 
practice of them,alwaies remeinbring to be milde 
and gentle in her ſpeeches, this way, as one that 
would allure, and not inforce. The husband like- 
wiſe muſt with the moſt familiar and kind ſpec- 
ches that may be,ſtirre vp his wiues dulneſle,if hee 
perceiue her dull ; and mind her of thoſe motiues 
that may encourage, and quicken her in all well- 
doing, O how ſweeta ſocietiewould this of man 
and wife be, if they could in this manner be watch- 
full of all opportunities, to further each others 
proceeding in godlinefls! Againe, becauſe they 
haute contiauall occaſion of inward conuerſing 
cach with other;therefore they ſhall not chuſe bur 
diſcourr in each other diuers corruptions and im- 
perfections : for there is no man lives without his 
faults and weakeneſles, Now they muſt not turne 
theſe infirmities: into matter of hatred and con- 
rempt,bur of pitty and compaſſion, care of pro- | 
curing each others reformation, by ſeeking to pre- 
uent and heale the fyults of each other. They muſt 
not in heate "pDrage cach other with their finnes, 
nor ſeeke ro prouoke the corruptions,; which they 
find apt to be prouoked ; buerarher they muſt giue 
all heede to cut off all fuch occaſions, as they find 
in experience will giue aduantageto ſuch corrup- 
tions of their yoke-fellowes,and makethem breake 
forch to: their hurt; and they muſt. by all good 
counlell ſeeke ro fortifie each others ſoules againſt 
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would encreaſe and incenſe them, and taking vnto 


ence, hc muſt pitty her weakneſl?,and carefully ab- 
ftaine from ſuchthings : ſo muſt ſhee deale with 
him, and ſo'muſtthey carry themſelues ro eachio: 


Yea, if cither of them be giuen to any grofſe ſinne, 
or proceed to any ſuch high degree of wickednes, 
as that their owne words alone (after all labour by 
kind, Chriſtian; and louing meanies to draw them! 
out of jt), willnot'ptetatle to worke ameridment:: 


| the common encimy.'/ They; muſt both'obferue the- | 
 divr, temper & conftiturion'of each others ſoules,-| 
' till they perceine what infirmities they bee either 
| of them chiefly fubicCt and inclined vnto: and ha- 
 uing found them, they muſt diligently abftaine | 
| from all things that may'pronoke that ewill, and 
\ proue occaſions of making'them ouer-ſhoot them | 
| {clues therein : and further they muſt apply all 
| meanes to weaken ang infeeble ſuch corruþtions, | 
| andro ſtoptheir ouer-flowing; that chey may not | 
| proceede to any extremitie, it they haue begun to. 
| offend inſome degrees. Theiracquatntance with | 
| the diſeaſes and diftemperatures of cachothers in- 

| ward man, muſt not bee made a cauſe of their vil 

| tying, reproching, diſgracingieach other, by hit- 

| ting each other in'the teeth: withſuch imperteRi- 

' ons 3 but rather of helpingand ſupporting each o-" 
' ther, by flying from all ſuch words or aCtions, as 
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| them) ſuch geſtyres and ſpeeches, asare fwteſt ro- 
" healeand mitigare them.” Forex2mple; if-thehuſ- 
band perceine his wife apt to be angry. and that” | 
ſuch and ſuch things will eafily path-r our of pati- | 


ther,in regard of all other fratlties,as wel as anger. | 


then | 


. 
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feare ſhe ſhould chafe and ſcold,becauſe thou tog- 


then muſt they nor feare to ſeeke the helpe of ſome | 
more wiſe and able friend, whoſe knowledge and | 
vnderſtanding may perhaps effect that cure, which | 
themſelues haue faited of, Thus will they doe for | 
eachothers bodies, ſend for a Phyſitian in a dan- | 
gerous ſicknefle, and craye the aduice of a Chirur- | 
gion in a wound,that their owne skill cannot cure. | 


[1 


Andincaſe they find little fruit of ſuch endeauors, 
but that che yoke-fellow proue a dog or ſwine,who | 
grunts or barkes, and will hearken ro none admn- | 


nition;-yertthey muſt continue to walkeape pray, | 
O 


y Phyſt- | 


[3 


and referring the matter to God, the 


\ 


tian of the ſoule, who is able in due ſeaſon t&xe- 


dreſſe all, muſt know that they haue diſcharged | 
cir duty before God, and cnioy the comfort of | 
auing beenefaithfull ro God and thetr yoke-fel- | 
lowes for all the want of ſuccefſe. Bur thoſe'/men | 
and women deſerue to be condemned as moſt | 
treacherous each to other, and moſt vntruſty, that 
for their owne eaſe ſake, will quietly permit their 
yoke-fellowes to ſleepe in any finne almoſt. ILer 
them ſweare, let them break the Sabbath, lerthem 
be vnrighteous,or doe what euill chey-will, Many 
yoke-fellowes (for feare of a ſtorme if they ſhould 
admoniſh) can be content to keepe ſilence in ſuch 
caſes. .This is to betray one another to the diuell, 
and to giueeach other leaue to go to hell without 
rub. Wouldeft thou ſuffer thine husband to poy- 
ſon himſelfe,for feare of enduring his anger,it thou 
ſhonldeſt faatch the poyſon out of his hand ? 
wouldeft thou let thy wife cut her owne throat, for 
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kelt away the knife from: her 2. Doubtleſle to let 
them kill each;others ſoules, and fay nothing for 
feare of alittle frowning, anger, paſſi>n, or bard 
vſage, is no lefſe fimfull and huz:tull perfidiouſnes, 
then to giue way (for quietneſſe ſake) to their mil- 
' chieuing of each others bodies. And they allo are 
to be blamedas very vnhelptull, yea;very miſchie- 
| uous, that are ready to ſpie out the taults each of 
other, withaneuill and malicious eye, to make 
them worſe and not better ; thar looke out the 
{aults of cach other,as enemics doe the weake pla- 
ces of a Citic, to. make thein weaker z and as eull 
Chirurgeons handle a fore, to make it ſorer, that 
they may haue more money for healing it z or as 
vnhappy boyes, that perceiuing a boyle or other 
{ore vpon their fellowes, lone to be cruſhing and 
hurting it, to make themſelues merry, in making 
their fellowes crie : woz2 vnto ſuch husbands or 
wiues ; ſorry helpe is icthat they afford to their 
married companions, and miſerable helpers are 
they,and God ſhall one day reckon with them,for 
| hauing done ſo little good, where hee appozated 
| them to doe ali good ; ant fo much hurt,where he 
' appointed them to doc none hurtat all. Burſo 
; much for the faichfull helpfulneſſe of men and wo- 
, men to each others ſoules, inſecking to plant and 
vater Vertues, and to pull vp the-rootes of vices-m. | 
| each other minds, indie 9 
2. The body, They muſt further praftiſe the ſame vertues to- 
| | wardthe bodies each of other, by ſhunning, of all 
things that may caule diſcaſes or fickneflecach to 
other,and by a ready vnder-going of any paines or 
CO 
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| colt (according to their power and abilitie, and | 
| indeed rather -aboue than ypder theirpower or a- | 
| bilitie) ro procure whatſocuer dier, phyſicke, at-, 
rendance, or other like neceſl iries, tor the keeping 
or recouering of health, and preventing or reme- 
dying of ſickneſſe, Yea, they muſt comfort each 
other in the dayes of ſorrow, that worldly forrow | 
way not breede death, Thus E/tanh cheared vp. 
his wife Havps, when ſhe was full of teares.fgying, | 
that he was better'to her than ten ſonnes.$o.when ' 
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becauſe we baue ſeene God:his wite did raiſe him vp, 
laying, Bce of comforthusband,; the Lord would | 
ncuer haue told vs ſuch tidings, hag he purpoſed | 
our death, The wife muſt be health to her hul- 
band in his fickneſfe,and he to her. She muſt ſup- 
port his weakenefle with her ftrength,and he hers: 
they: muſt moſt willingly deuoure all paines, and 
vndergoe all coſt that is this way needtull and re- 
quiſite,for the eaſe and content cach of other, No 
charges mult bcc eſteemed too much, nor no la- 
bour,which is ſpentſor the necefſarycomfort each 
of other in {ickneſlſe and in weakenefle, You ſhall 
hardly fiad a man fo carclefle of his horſe,but if he 
be fine in a ditch, he will helpe himout and if he | 
be licke, he will get ſome helpe for him. Shall a | 
manbe worſe to his wife than to his beaſt ? ler her | 
lie burdened with ſorrow; and ſpeake no word of | 
comfort to her >.ler F lie pained with icknefle, 

and grudge to allow Hherattendance, fare,phyſicke | 
fit for her weakencfſe > O miſerableand wretched | 


— 
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body ? or what ſhall we ſay to thoſe wiues,that in 
their husbands ficknefſe, grumble at the paine of 
watching,at the charge of fier, candle,phyfick, or 
the like? 15 itnot a ſhamefull niggardize that poſ- 
{eſleth the breaſts of ſuch women?doth the cheriſh 
her husband in ſicknefle, that cares not what aileth 
him, it her ſelfe may reſt at caſe ? Ic is as great a 
ſhame as may be,for a man to be mercileſſe, Miſe- 
ric ſhould moue compaſſion towards a ſtranger, 
and make one put himſelfe to paines and coſt, for 
the relief of one whom he neuer ſaw before (as the 
parable of the good Samaritan ſhewes) ; therefore 
ro negleEt one ſo many waies endeared, as an huf- 
band or wife, companion, of life, partaker of all 
eſtates ; this is a notorious hard-heartedneſſe, and 
ſhould couer their faces with bluſhing and ſhame, 
that haue offended in it. Sicknefſe and weakeneſle 
are things of themſelues {ufhciently tedious, there 
| needeth not the addition of the husbands or wiues 
vnkindnefle,dif-reſpetting, grudging,to make the 
burden heauter. This 1s to adde aduerſitic to ad- 
uerfitie, and .to lade one more, that is already {in- 
king vnder his loade, a moſt barbarous and cruel! 
vnkindnefſe !{VVhen the body fainteth, ro-make 
the heart faint alſo; when the limmes and ioynts 
are weake,to fill the ſoule with weakeneſſe, by gric- 
uing at the niggardize and churliſhneſſe/grieuous 
things, being practiſed from one ſo neare,and ow- 
ing the quite contrary),this.is verily murther in an 
high degree;ltke the kindneFof men to their dogs, 
that when they be ſicke, will knocke them on the 
head, and kill them out-right, to rid them of their | 
paine. 
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paine. Wherefore let cucry husband or wife a- 
uoid or mend this fault,and looke tg thetr demea- 
nour towards their yoke-fellowes , eſpecially in 
| times of weakenefſle, griefe and ſickneſſe. VVhen 
| the wife is great, and full of anguiſh with the la- ' 
| bour of breeding and bearing : when ſhe is in tra- | 
| uaile, or lieth in (as they terme it), and begins to | 
' recoutr the ſirength,that paines intrauaile had di- | 
; miniſhed;then comfort her with louing ſpeeches, | 
| then cheare her with affable countenances (that is | 
a time when luſt ſhould be laid to fleepe,and pure | 
good-will be moſt wakeful and working), then ſee | 
that ſhe want no looking to,no good fare,no good ! 
; Viage that thou oanſt helpe her vaco. This is to 
be helpetull to hex body. So when. thine husband 
| is ſicke and feeble, when he languiſheth vpon his 
; bed of paine and weakenefle, when his bones ake, 
| when his eyes refuſe {leepe, when all things are dt- 
ſtaſtefull ro him, and all places weariſome ; then 
\tay him vp with c6fortable ſpeeches, then reuiue 
him withdiligent attendance; doe all thou cant, | * 
and ſpend. all thou canſt to the recoucring of his 
ſtrength, or. caſing of his torment : let thy loue 
| andcare be his phyſicke, and thy-ſelfe his Phyſiti- 
an, and let the comfort of thine helpefull carriage 
content his ſoule ſo, that his body may more eaſt- 
ly be ſtrengthened: this is to bee a good wife to 
thine husbands body, and to cheriſh him in fick- 
nefſe,as thy promiſe bindes thee. 

In the third place,man & wife muſt be faithfully |\z. The none.” 
helpeful ro eachother names,and that ina double 
reſpe&t what concernegh the maintaining thereof, 
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both berwixr themſclues, and alfo mon ſt othere, 
Firſt then, guery married couple mult vphold in 
thcir hearts a good conceit and opinion cacl} of | 
other (lo farre as may poſſibly ſtand with trugh) | 
that they be fairhfull noneſt;chafte,eruſty, loving, | 
and eucry way good yoke-ſellowes, The husband | 
muſt thinke well of his wife, ſhe of her husband, | | 
lurtherthan the apparent exfidence of ill-deftruing 
carriage ſhall eyen infbrce them to the contrarte. 
In truth Sa/omon doth commend the errors of loue | | 
this way,wiſhing the husband-tqerre inthe loue of | | 
her(and farely the ſhall not be blamed,ii ſhee mil. 
take alſo with this: louing miſtaking. ) For man 
and witic to have ſomewhatan aucr-yood opinion 
of each other;for him to thinke her,not anly more 
comely, handſome, beautifull; butalſo more lo- 
uing, more durifiull, more ſubraiflive, more ruſty, 
tan. perhaps:ſhee1s- (making het vertnes carry /A 
greater ſhewro-his eye, by-looking vpon them 
through the ſpectacles of loue), and tor her to aC- 
count himnot alone more proper,and handſome. 
bodied, and well-fanoured, bura!ſ6more kinde, | 
more carctull of her good, and more.true to her, 
than it may be he 1s indec Aby' interpreting things 
with that largenes of good 1 interpretations, which 
much loue will put vpon them) .is athing fo faire 
trom. blame, .that4r deſerueti; rather commenda- 
tion : yea, for man/and wife to be made ſo mnual- 
ly blind with the liking each of other, as nor to be | ||| 
ble to {ce ſomethings that areamiiſe each in o- | 
12r.& to {ce-rhings thar are out of order,inas4it- | 


ea proportionand ſhapeas may bez this betwixe | 
them | 


— 


| 
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them two, 15  Joubrleſſe a praiſe-worthy blindnes, 


Loue'is cuertnore apt to makea good thing bet- # 
ter, a bad thing lefſe bad in thoſe to whom ir is- 
borne ; loue will not caſi]y beleceue the perſon lo- | 
ned to bei ina fault, It muſt hauveanoſt neceflarie 


— —_ ——  —  _ ——— ——— ——— 


tence of condermnation. It will mollifie and mitt- 
gate things, it will helpe them with a moſt fauou- 
Table conſtruction; ; ir will not admit of ary wreſt- 
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the beſt, and beleeues the beſt, —_—_ wall- note Gly 
eiue way to anill conceit, You muſt make y 
proofs exceeding ſtrong, which you bring agai 
' the ſonne or davghter tO the tathets cate. - Ligh 
contettures; weake probabilnies,and poſhbilicy S, 
| vncertaine way-bees will not ſerue- the-ruirne to 
| make the father condemne his child tobe aithiefe, 
an harlot, a murderer, or angg Way guilty of any 
ericuous crime, For ſeeing lone doth make the 
{oule moſt earneſtly. to defire, thar the perſon'1- 


———— 
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— 


an1 forward tnterrainement of any ſuch fancy: vn- 
till the matter beſo ſtrongly and vadeniably mſti- 
fied, that wiſedome anid reaſon will noriiiffer the | 


| 


' Iefle manand wifeſhould loue eathothet/as well | 
 asanyipacenrloneth any child; and therefore they 


' ſhoulu beasplencifallin thiseffe&t of lone.” hey 


| ſhould bevery backwardtothe ſtirring vp, or in- 


nia of any'thought, of cach others being | 


_... Enilri | 
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arguments of conuiction, afore it can paſſe a{t n- 


ued may beno fuch-tnanner of perſon;therefore-ir 
will ſtop: vp' the heare againſt an ouer-credulous- 
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| guilty of any great fault ; they ſhould be hard of 
» belecfe to any report of any ſuch matter : they 
ſhould in this be peremptory to giue no credit to 
bare conceits,and vngrounded, vnwarranted fur- 
miſes: they ſhould by no meanes ſuffer their hearts 
tro grow miſtruſttull of each others honeſty for bo- 
dy and fadelitie to the eſtate of each other, Shee 
.| muſtneuer thinke, that he doth afte&t other woe 
men in vnchaſte manner, vnleſlſe the matter bee 
more than manifeſt. Shee muſt neuer imagine,that 
he doth waſte, conſume, and imbeſcll their eſtate, 
valeſle thefault be palpably & notorioully plaine, 
{o that vnderſtanding cannot iuſtifie, nor beare the 
denying of it. He muſt neuer perſwade himlſelte, 
that ſhe is vncleane, light, wanton, and giuen to 
ftrangers: or that ſhe is theeuiſh, and vnrighteous, 
and robs him, afid purloynes from him, and dimi- 
niſheth his eſtate by falſe-hood,vnlefle that he can 
make good theſe tgatters, with ſuch, brightnefle 
and clearenefle of proofe,as will not admit of any 
reaſonable defence and apology. All icalouftes, 

all raſh, heady, haſty,ſaſpicious, all light,ull-builc, 

and il!-ſupported ſurmifes, muſt be farre and farre 

abſent, from the ſocietic of matrimony. For if once 

itfall out, that their ſoules be infected with ſuch 

miſtaken conceiteach of otherzlotie will goc out 

atthe ſame dore that ſuſpicion comes inat, and |' 
they ſhall ceaſe to bee deare cach to other, when 
they begin to thinke each other naught. Light 
and idle tealoufie berwixt husband and wife, doth 
proue them to be farretrom louing eachother, If 


iealoufic be taken, for thatanger and diſcontent, 
| which 
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which ariſethfrom the certainely-knowne: 

of the party loued; it muſtnorbe denied co bean 
effect euen of lone: for the more tenderly any man 
doth loue his wife, or ſhe him, the lefle patiently 
can they brooke the loſle of each others affeCtions: 
bur let jcaloufte be taken for thar, thatin common 
phraſcof ſpeaking it is taken for ;and therric is an 
cite of any thing,rather than of loue, He or ſhe, 
' thathatha icalous hea1 (an head I meane fo apt to 
' miſconceiue and ſuſpe&, that the husband cannot 
| ſechis wife looke on another man, or talke with 
| him,or ſhew any duc and common curreſies, bur 
; immediately he concludes,rhat ſhe doth vnchaft| 

| affe&thim, and that they cithe#®haue been,or will 
' be (as theycall ir)naught together ; and” the wife 


| on the,other fide, cannot fee any lawfull and | 


| blameleſſ familiarity, and kindneſle paſſe betwixt 
her husband and another woman, bur preſently 

' ſhereſolues,thar they mean whoredome,and that 
| us heads,neuer had truly louing hearts. They 
| mightbe luſtfull, cheymightbee fond, they might 
| hauea vaine you thfull, licentious appetite to cach 
other, bur an holy and vertuous;'and ſpiritual! af- 
feftion, they neuer had, nor can poſtibly haue, if 
they gizie way to the ranging and vncontrouled 
preuailing of theſe cuill ſurmiſes. Aud therefore 
* of all the domeſticall make-bares tharbe; and all 
thoſe things which are apt ro ſet quarrels berwixc 
the married couple, and to ſow variance and dil- 
| | cord,where ſhould be moſt amity and good app: 
| mentznothing in the __ is more pecltilently ct- 


wne offence 


| _y mule adultery), I ſay,perſons thathaue ſuch | 
icalo 
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| good words,no good looks, no good geſtutes,no 
| good aftions cat proceede out of a iealotis man 
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feEtuall to theſe bad efteQgrhan icalouſte, H auing 


Jeanened the heart, 'it makes the ſpecches ſharpe | 


and tart, the conntenanceſower'and Jowring, and | 
the whole behauiour, keene and vntaſtefull, No | 


or worhaps heart + bur nipping,girding,temritg, 
quarrelling, reniling; raging, and all bitternefle ; | 
of theſe this bad humour of icalouſie 1s moſt a- 
bundantly fertill and broody, Icis verily like toa 
broody-hen,thatif ſhee haue no chickens, will fit | 
vponthe bareneſt, and make.as preat a clucking | 
when ſhe hath n:uer 4 chicken oran egge;as'itſhe 
had anumber :\{Ficalouſic will make a trman fucke | 
miſchienous things out of his owne fingers ends, 


| and take on as much, and vex himſetfe, and blame 


his yoke-fellow as much, whete no fault hath de- | 
ſerueg it, as if there were afault, This enill weede | 
muſt nor be ſuffered ro grow vp in the garden of 
matrimony ; forif ir doe,no good herbe will prof- | 
per by it,it will over-run all that is commendable, 
and ſuffer no-praife-worthy thing to flouriſh. And | 
therefore ler all tharhave knir themſelues together ' 
with this couenant, Joath-and deteſt any' motion 
or fancy thatmay ariſe with-in them 6fany vncha- | 
ſtitie, any vnfaichfalneſle, any cuill meaning or | 
lewdneſſe of their yoke-fellowes;ler their hearts (1 
le] riſe againſÞ theſe motions that ariſe in them? 
and let them di{daine to be to baſe and i]/-natured, 
as to giue the leaſt credit vnto them, vnleſſe that | 
gc prootes bee-ſo more than manifeſt and treple | 
plaine, that no good conſtruction can ſaluethem, | 
 . . nor. 
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nor ſcarce. impudency it ſelfe gain-ſay the truth of 1 


them : let them notdare vpon farre-fet,and haid- | 
ſtrained,and much-forced conicctures or imagina- | 
tions, to-build the reproch of themſclues and of | 
thejr yoke-fellowes, Away with this, make-bate | 
calouſic,. this quarreiler ſuſpition, this breeger of | 
braules, this mother and nurce of contention, this | 
ſecret ynder-miner of Joue, of chrift, of good-hul- 
bandry, and goed-huſwitery, and all things that * 
ſhould be proticable to an houſhold. Away with | 
' it (1 fay) outof thine heartsbaniſh irand chaſe it 

. farre off from thy breaſt, from thine houſe. Icis 
better to receiue ten darke aid concealed wrongs 
without ſuſpeing, than to ſuſpect one without 
hauing recciued it, Aptneſle to ſuſpect another, 
growes from the cuill root of a bad nature, where- 
by one. is apt to offend hiznſelfe VVherefore as 
thou wouldeſt, ſtand for the good name of thy 
yoke-fellow,againft the barking rongue of a ſlaun- | 
derer; ſo ſtand for jgggainſt the {landreus dreames 
of thine owne heatF'and take heed of belecuing | 
thine own fancies, more than othess-reports,with- 
out moſt pregnant proofes, And if any wicked 
perſon, maker of diuiſion betwixt the head and 
body, will ſuffer his lips to be ſo illimployed,asto 
become Satans bellowes to blow theſe coales be- 
twixt you, by telling thee this and that, by darke 
ſpeeches, by fainings, by peruerting,by ſtretohing | 
things vpon the tenter of vncharicable miſtaking, | 
and caſting vponthemthe blacke and il-favoured | 
colour of miſconſtrn&tions ;z bate thouſuch a per- 
ſon,reictt his words with deteſtationflie bis focie- 
| ; BE. rie | 
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| tieasa toad, and letnot thine eares and heartbee 
defiled, with giuing gentle audienceto ſo baſe a | 
whiſperer and tale-beaxer, In one word, Woul- | 
| deſt thou loue or be loued > wouldeſt thou yer | 
or receiue comfort ? wouldeſt thou live otherwiſe 
| in marriage, than'as ina priſon or a dungeon ? 
| wouldeſt thou giue or haue any quiet or content ? 
ſtrengthen thine heart ina firme and vnalterable, 
and inconquerable good conceit of thy yoke-fel- 
low, and rather be any thing than jealous, vnleſle . 
thou muſteither purbut thine eyes, or be icalous, 
And thus muſtche married preſcrue their credits 
at home in the breaſt of each other, where they 
| | ſhould moſt of all deſire to be in credit. Ops 
| _—_— _ F Now they muſt be tender alſo of their good re- | 
+48 run th; putations abroad, and beware of caſting mire in | 
| of wrr _— the faces each of other. And this mutuall fauing 
7” Muſt bite | of the credits each of other, requireth two things :| 
each otbers falts | Firft, that they doe labour to conceale the weake- | 
c much 419) | reffes each of other, from hers, fo much as is 
-” poſſib!e. The husband muſt doc his beſt endea- | 
| | our, that none may know of his wiues faulrs but 
| God and himſelfe, neither muſt he be willing to 
| Jay them open any where, but to the care of 
uen, where he may craue pardon of them ; and the 
woman muſt doe her heft, ro keepe her husbands 
euils from the knowledge of all the world. - AU 
peaching and blabbing, & loud accuſing muſt be 
| farre and farresemoued from them that are inward 
| in ſuch a degrec, and haue fo neare intereſt each 
ynto other, They muſt account their credits, as 
| well as their bodies, to be in a-manner all one. He 


muſt | 


ds 


t 


| mm—_ 


| namely, che publiſhing of each others ſinnes and | 
imperfections, is a monſirous tteacherie, and:a | 
thing than which nothing”can worſe become ' 
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muſt conceiue, that her diſgrace cannot be fepara- 
ted from him, if ir become publike z and ſhe, thar 
his reprochf it come abroad; muſt needs returne 
home againe toher. In this ſenſe loue muſt couer 
a multitude of faults. And'the contrary offence, 


them, ig the iudgement ofthe wiſe. To heare an 
husband large in declaiming againſt hiswife, and 
artificiall in aggtauating' her ſ{innes, as if he rooke 
delight in nothing fo'much, as in branding her 
forchead with the blacke marke of jnfamy,isateſti- 
mony of ſo much hatred, where Fire ſhould bee 
moſt loue, and of fo-bitter'vnkindnefſe, where na- 
ture it ſelfe requireth moſi tender. kindneſle,, that 


no ſpeeches alnioft can found; more harſh in. the 


cares of wiſe men. So againe for the woman to | 


be clattering amongſt her goſlips, what a wicked | 
and fooliſh husband. ſhe hath mer withall, and to 
* ſtill waking proclamation of his faults,as it ſhee 
earcd nothing,but thatthey ſhould not beknown 
to people enow, is a moſt irkeſome and hatefult | 
follyand vntruſtineſſe. They be ill birds char de- 
file cheir owne nefts; and mad folkes that vacouer | 
each others nakedneſſe, and fling dung'in the faces 
each 6f other. To backbire'an enemy is a finue, 
how much more to backbite one$ owne yoke-fel- 
low > The Lord-was no whir pleaſed with Adams 
caſting of his fault vpon his wife, and laying the 
blame vpon her,to free hinſelfe of ir; whoſe taults 
can one couer, if nothis wines, that is toſay, his 
L 3 owne? | 
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| owne? vt whazan befree from-reprach, #tone ſe 
| ncerc hin as a wiſe; doe-feeke to deface his: good 
' name? itis almoftimpoſſible, but that,aman aud, 
. wife ſhijl ſoonerior: lager dilcouer their pefiions; 

and weakencfles each-to.other, fegingihey havea. 
| continuall andifrequent goguetlartiqn each with a: 
' thte;and-fat chemagbspeagthung, blabbing, and 
* playing the tell-cales- eagh: againlt other, what 
loule dothizor.loachao thinks of 4t?, Vowyle mats | 
or wothangwilhithydusbendogwitcbe ch betrer 


for chylkwth reporting of: theifaugs ? Willichy 
wwatling of: their vices mend hom Zitnor {as if 15, 
| {ure willnot);'why,deſbchou difgrace thy ſelte, | 
, in ſecking to dfgrace,rhy yoke-tcllow ? why doft | 
| thou-publi'thine; Qwnexetmſtineſle, vacharita- 
blene{{ infiſctetjon, 11ipubliſhiagzhe irailtics of 
thine hiishatd and witczand-make all wiſk.men to 
cake thee for;@paſhonate; clamorgus,openumau- 
 thed, and laniſh-rongued backbirex, by.tclling a+ 
| broad, wharwings rheu fide, anille; ar bome, 
Caofi natthet learne moredilengg and lecrecy 
cy-Hilly dog?) though bs barkg at orhain,; he wi 
not barkt.at;his owne ma(ter ; and ichougha fixan- |£| 
gers:commug makes h;m open imnmegzatgly,, yet | 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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he is dumbe towards thofe; of the family. That 
mari and womat are Ware Hatured than,the poogs 
curres;thaveateithe crummes'of their table, which 
muſt needs be Fawling and varking cach againſt | 
other. Whetefoxeatany have giuen leaueto them: | 
ſ{ehies n0be ſo > + 0 0:94 axis ler 
very:thame caule $hemygroJay their hands vpon 
their mouthes; that 4beyimay not moreand marc | | 
| 1 incurre | | 
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- | by powring forth theis faglts: (as, iwere):43 the 
:t ||| middeſt of che ſtreewyis td beabrgticngellt 1n.whg 
n || very bones. | Know:thetefore,and practiſe this du- 
C | ty, O husbandgand wiugs:z ſpitnor eachinoibeg 
Al | aces, ' 
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kedneſſe, and make not your ſeluestht common: 
laughing ſtocks,bybting the authors.to, others,of 
filling cheeares'of all mon: with the Noiſe of. your 
dunedagrace. . I\deny ndt;but thatthe regarglof; 
cheyoke-tell 


incurchenamk ofdooles;by rhakingslidit tongues? | 
ta ſpreadabroddiolly.) -Hidehidecach others13-' | 


awes:foule, may makegitherof:them | 
feeke'acounellour and; admoniſharfor theother, 
(as & ſaid before) : but iris one thing to acquaint | 
with che fault of:ones husband or wite, forme one 
friend (andamore;than-ons in thiscaſe- would hor 
callybe-rruſted),and that ih ſectery anothes thing 
tcoffpurter abroude.mallmectings, and throw it 
openbetote anycapypaiy;- Such a iriend will fo 
ſceke ro heals therfouley as that he may mqt wound | 
che creditgandawillecnder as well the nates the 
conſcience of: his{ricnd: :; but che greater number, 
{echo anlyro defage the eredae; without reganghing, | 
the recongryratithe (oule': jo the farmerrgucaling | 
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Many/ziman would be willing to. open his-grigte | 
to aPiyfician;: and to have a Gliityrgion ſee his 
foregvinicly yet would be-loathta haygargpencd at 
the'marketplace, and felvedito abhhis neighbors, 


Dm 


Wherefore to-vtterito one Privatly' for hys foules 
| health fake, the {inne oy (innes of the yokestellow, 
| may proceede from Joys, becauſe jr! renderh.40 


ty | good: bm cafe ons fromaek againithim or het 
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cannot hurciatall, the latter cit donhqgopod atall. | 
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z, Muſt keepe 
each others 
ſecrets, 
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| 
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{ faces,diſcloſe nor cach others faults, buc conceale, 
| hide, burie and couer them ſo much, as truth and 
, Equitie wilt brooke. he IE 

'  Andbeſides this, you yoke-fellowes muſt for 1 
| eachothers (both credit and) comfort fake, keepe | 
| theſecrets each'of other faithfully, Theremay fall | 
out anoccaſionfor a man toacquaint his wife with | 
ſome ſuch thing, as it much concerneth him to 
haue kept cloſe from others; and the woman | 
likewiſe haue cauſe of thus opening her ſclte co her | 
husband : infuch caſes, they muſt: v(e:all fecrecie, : 
by holding-in to themſelues thoſe things, which 
they haue thus intrufted cocach others fafe cufto- | 
dic, But'if in ſuch caſes they@roue vnſcafonably | 
open,and the wife. find, that her husbands talka- 
tiuenefſe hath deliuered that to the publike view, 
which fhee would hauc had reſcrned to his owne 
onely knowledge ; or he tind,that his wines twats- | 
ling humour, hath vented that ro many, which he | 


defired ſhould dwell with her ſelfe alone, this will | 


[ 


breede berwixt them ſuch a tarre,ſuch an eftrange- 
ment, ſuch a-diftruſt cach of other,as it will not be | 
an eafie labour'to- remoue.. What a paſſion did” 
Semp/owftall into, when he found that his wife had*| 
reucaled his riddle ? Ind that his companions had | 
gone beyond him, not by the inuention of their | 
owne wits, bur by plowing with his heifer ; Ir did | 
well cnough-become-Dalrab, ro play ſuch a trea- | 
cherous pranke, neither could a man well expect 
better from an harlot: but fora wife to carry her. 
ſelfe ſo-like a trumpet, who would haue looked | 
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ſhall | 
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| 
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for it > who could brooke it 2 Thus if what t | 
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| thing in her breaſt, like a treaſure vnder the locke 


' for how ſhould that p:rſon be truſted with any 


| cheaſt which cannot bee opened with any picke- 
locke. If ſhee commit a thing to his ſafe keeping, 
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ſhall impart each to other alone (to vnfade their | 
gricued foules, or to ſeeke counſell, or to ſatisfic | 
importunitic)be reuealed; f:ft, ro one and by that 
one to another, and by that ſecond to a third, and | 
ſoforward,till laſtly the whole rowne be talking of | 
it; what peace can they haue? what concord 2 how 
can it be auoided,burt that ſuch vntruſty deeds will 
bring forth great difſention and diſcontentment ? 


| 


thing,who cannot keepe counſel! > Wherefore let | 
husbands and wiues frame themſeluzs, to become 
good ſecretaries each to other. It hee lay vp any 
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and key of {ecrecy,ler him find it ſafe there, as ina 


with dcfire that it may not eſcape abroad, let it be 
ſafe impriſoned in his boſome, and haueno ſeaue | 
to walke forth vpon any occaſion, Otherwiſe no 
man can chuſe but beftrange towards ſuchan one, 
whom experience hath conuinced to bee full of 
chinkes and blabbing,'; And it is a moſt infallible 
ruth, char there is no quiet and comfortable li- 
ving in marriage, where the practice of truſtineſſe 
and concealement is away. So you haue heard 
what care the married people muſt haue of cach 
others good names, 


The laſt part of faithfulneſſe to themſelues, is 
that which concerneth their goods or eftares, 
wherein they afe bound to bee mutually helpet1ll 
by all good meanes . Andto th's purpoſe ir is re- 
quiſice : Firſt,that they doe practiſe a community 
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A Bride-buſb, 
in their eſtates. - Next,that they praQtiſe good buC. 


ſons : for if they may not make a Giuiſton in the 
greater (I meane their bodies, ſhall nor it bcea 
groſſe abſurditic to make it inthe lefſer (1 meane 
their wealth) > They muſt have onehoute,and one 
purſe; they are bur one, and their citate mult bee 


—_ 


If he be honourable, ſhe receive honour from 
| him z1if worthiptull, ſhe pariake:hh in his worſhip; 
in any perſonall dignitie,the hun portion:which 
is the meaning of thoſe words ii their conenant, 


| fore if he be wealthy, the muſt nceds alſo be weal- 
thy in his wealth;and how can that be, if their pur- 
' ces benot common ? Wherctore the ſtate of man 


*  —— —_ — 


rence, that hee hauc one cheſt and one ftocke by 


in common.and fave 1 common, and vie in com- 
mon ; and both haue, ad both doe what either 
hath,and eitacr Coth. 1: cannot be well with them; 
| if they be not as faithful! partners cath with other. 
| She ſhall retoyce in is proſperitie, when her ſelfe 
| proſpers in it; and he thall be glad of her thriving, 

if 
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bandry. For the firſt ; betwixt inan and wie, all | 
things ought to be common,goods as well as per- | 


| 


but one alſo, I confeſle; that God hach made him | 
the head and chiefe diſpoſer : bur without al! que- | 
ſtion,ſhe that hath a part in himfelfe, cannot want | 
right vato that which is his for honeſt purpoſes; 
how can any man with good conſcience forget | 


that part of his publike and ſolemne- conenant, 
wherin he endowed her with al his worldly goods? | 
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wherin he ſaith (wah my vody 1:hee warſhip) rwher- | 
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and wifc thould no: ſtand in ſuch rermes of diffe- | 


himſelſe,ſhe another ty hier icltebut they muſt ger | 
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| both). their affaires will goe forward with Tender 


OO 


 affeCtions at man and wife,thatat length they lit- 
tle lefle than marre all, They can ſcarce thinke 
. the mſelues fo neare and deare each to other, as 
they are indeed, and as their eftate of matrimonic 
' requireth,when they haue accuſtomed fo to ſepa- 
' rate their goods. VVherefore let all them that in- 
 rend to line happily, perſwade themſelues to em- 
| brace this happy communitie in the ſubſtance of 
| this preſent world;and let them know,that God in | 
' commanding the husband to cheriſh his wife as 
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| to loue their owne wiues as their owne bodies, 
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if himſelfe alſo thrive in ir. They two muſt be in 
the family,as the two hands,two eyes,two cares in 
the body, to bee both imployed vpon one thing, ' 
that ir way be better and more eaſily performed : ' 
for if they diuide themſclues, and ioyne not their 
cnde auours (as ih athing that q_ concerneth 


——-- - - 


fucceſſe, Theſe private purſes doe fo diſ-ioyne the 


his owne fleſh, and in commanding husbands, fo 


doth cuidently enioyne them this duty, 
And hauing thus vnited their eſtates, letthem 
ſecondly ptay the good husband, and the good 


hutwite therein. In husband and wife the next | ſecondly, thrift ; 


point to godlinefſeand honefty, is good husban- 
dry and good huſwiuery,and thisgood husbandry / 
ſtanderh 1n rhree things ;1abonr, thrift, fore-caft. 
Paintulneſle in getting, diſcretion in ſauing, pro- 
uidence in tore-ſecing ; theſe three doe make vp 
that much commended vextue of goodhusbandry; 
and if any of, theſe be wanting.ſo much is wanting 


— 


from the perfe&ion of ir, and fo much ſhall be | | 
[! 


M 2 wan- 
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The pratkiſe of 
£ood huibandry 
1m, firſtlabour ; 


thirdly. fore- 
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then they muſt both imploy themlelues in ſuch 
honeſt courſes of getting and maintaining them- 
ſclues; as God thall call them vato, Howabun- 
dantly hath Salomon magnified his Matrone this 
way ? She is likea ſhip of Merchants : ſhe conſi- 
ders a field ad buyes it : ſhe makes girdles for the 
Merchants, and clothing for the houſhold : ſhee 
gets wooll and flaxe : thee. laycs her hand to the 
tpindle : and (in a word) ſhe cacesnor the bread of 
idlencfle ; and knowes how to doe any thing, ra- 
cher than to doc nothing, Now no man can 1na- 
gine, but that an husband ſhould at leaft cquall his 
wte (or rather exccede her) in paines and inJuftri- 
ouſneſle; and therefore Se/omon hath many times 
mm his Prouerbs, commended the diligent hand for 
che mans parr, So neither mult he live like a drone 
| himſelte, and make a drudge of her ; neither muſt 
thee giue herſelfe ro caſe and laſinefſe, and caſt all 
the labour vpon him ; but both muſt apply them- 
ſelues to their vocations painefully, and both bee 
ready to diſpatch thoſe buſtnefles,for which chem- 
| ſelues and families muſt fare the berecr, He with- 
| out doores,fhe within; he abroad,ſhe at home; he 


+ in ſuch things as befit his ſex, ſhe(in the that be- 


ſeeme hers) muſt be content to vnite their paines 
for their profir,and to vndergoe the labour of ger- 
| ting their liuing in the ſweat of their browes, and 
{ of eating the labour of their hands. Neither muſt 
| be an idles-bee, a doe-paught, a loyterer ; neither 

muſt be like a lame or gouic leg, chat hath all the 
attendance, and performeth no ſeruice for it : but 
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| wanting from their comfort and proſperitic. Firſt | 


3 == they 


———_—_e, 


-p 


of 


il lies. AGB ens 


bt 


Cuar.ds, © ABride-bn 


4 


— D— 


| vercues, by which beth ſhall find comfort in their 


they muſt be partners in paines taking,as twooxen 
that draw in one yoke, And what they haue paine- | 
fully-gotten, they muſt likewiſe thrittily ſaue from 
needlefſe expences, and ſuperfluous coſtlineſle, 
They muſt not.pinch from mercy and iuſtice, bur 
with-bold from prodigalitic and lauiſhneſſe, In 
the houſe of the wiſe is treafureand oyle (ſaith Se- 
lomoy): but he is a foole thatconſumeth it vp. $4- 
lomon tells vs for the wife, that the heart of her 
husband may truſt in her, ſhee will doe him good 
ang not hurt,. He may be ſure(he meanes)that ſhe 
will not conſume, miſpend, purloyne {fo that hee 
ſhould need fpoyles. to make vp the ruines of his 
eſtate which ſhe hath impaired) : but that where- 
focuer he is preſent or abſent, ſhe will carefully 
looke to the _ of the family ; for ſhe knowes 
as before, that in his riches ſhe is rich, and poore 
in his pouertie, And doubtlefle if the wife muſt 
be {auing, the husband muſt follow the ſame good | 
trade of thriuing : for it ſhee be a fooliſh woman | 
that pulls downe her houſe with hex dwne hands, | 
what ſha!l we ſay of the manthartdoth fo ? A ſweet | 
tooth, and a finiſh backe be pick-purſes, they muſt | 
banith theſe our of their hoſes, as they would do 
a picking, faile ſeruant. He muſtnot lauiſh it out | 
in gaming, riotand belly-cheare abroad, leauing 
his wite to hard meare at home zneither muſt ſhee 
lay it out amongſt her twatlipg gofſips, and con- 
ſume him by ri>ting behinde his backe 2 neither 
muft they both ioyne in finfull and needleſſc ex- 
pences ; but rather borh joyne in practiſing thoſe | 
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| The 97 viſthriftie wife. is a theete to her husband; 
' the lafje and waftetull husband 1s a theefe to fiis 


eſtares, and praiſe with God and withthe world. 
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wife,they ſhould be aswell aſhamed co rob them- 
ſelues,as to ſtealefrom their neighboju. s.to whom 
they owe lefſe dutie, - Thirgly, they muſt both be 
pronident and forefighttali: laying their heads to- 
gecther,to conſider what good things are requiftre 
for their eſtates , that they may procure the ſame, 
and what hurefull things would come vpon- them, 

thar*they may preuent the. ſame.” Forecaft (the 
Prouetb truly tels vs) is as good as labour,and the 
worke of the head no leſle auaileable to profj perity, 
than the worke of the hands, The P1ſmire muft 
be their ſchole-maſter, of who they muſt learne in 
Surnmer,to lay v for winter,and to get things ne- 
cefſary'in the fic ja aſors thereof. ' Salomon prayſeth 
the good wife, for that her fan1ily need not feare 
the cold of Winter, as hauing beforc.hand double 
clothing made ready,for them. The woman-muſt 
be allowed & place in this dutie of foreſight: hee 
muſt acquaint her with the going backward or | 
forward of his eſtate, hat ſhe may be glad in his | 
proſperitie, and that the ſudden comming of a | 
croſſe may not cruſh and oucr-whelme her. Two | 

eyes ſee more than one, and zwo hands diſpatch - 

more bulineſſe than one; ſhe is his helper, and he | 
muſt not refuſe her helpe i inthis caſe:for icſeldome | 

falleth out,but that a man-too much referued from | 

his wife, doth plunge himſelte and her intodiuers | 
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| neceſſary crofles. Thus doing, they thall pro- | 
cure ſufficiency to their eſtates, and their hands by | 


\ Gods | 
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Gods blefling ſhall find abimdance. ; butthe idle 
perſon walketh vpon a thurne-hedge, that will 
ſurely pricke his fete; the vnthritry carclefle per- 
ſon ſhall put his foot into a fnare that will intangle 
him, and God himſclte will caft-vpon them vexari- 
on and forrow, and fill them full of croſſes and af- 
fictions, that will not pus theniſeluesto paines, to * 
liue according to his ordinancezand they ſhall not 


lings), that are negligent ia theſe duties. Alone 
one caution mult needes be giuen in this matter, 
namely, that they be both moderatein theſe their 
worldly affaires : tor it ihey fall to carking and- 
pinching, and aneager affecting of riches, heauen 


and earth cannot keepe a family diſeaſed with this | 
dropſic , from many ficke and troubleſome and { 
deadly pangs, | 
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Shewing the duties of the married to 
their families, 


ND {6 much of thofe duties -which' '7 iz of xe 
imnavried te their 
famines, 


A man and wife-doc ioyntly owe to each 
other, in-regard of themſelues : there + 
tollow ſome that. they muſt practiſe, 


| 
in reeard»vof their families. - For. a :man and a | 


woman that before. were 'members of - another» | 
fainily ; doe thereore foyne rogether: 3n - mar-: -- 


riape, that they become the rootes of a new fa- 
mily, and begetting:children-and training them 
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| nate to her hus band) muſt become an helper and a 
furtherer. The things themſclues that I ſhall name 
| belong to them, as they be gonernors ofan houſe, 


. | mendarionto the gouernours, when rheir careful» 


'vp (together with ſeruants) according to their 
place) may ſtore the world with people, and pro- 
uide plants for the Church, Gods owne vineyard. 
Wherefore they ſhall not haue thorowly diſchar- 
ged their duties,by the mutuall performance of all 
the forementioned things vnto each other, vnleſle 
they doe carefully regard their houſhold allo. 
Herein indeed the husband muſt be acknowledg- 
ed for the head, for the firſt and chiete mouer ; bur 
the wite is to take the next place, and (as ſubordi- 


and ſtand in relation to children and feruants : but 
the ioyning together therein is that, char muſt be 
preſſed as a part of their marriage dutje. 


taineand gouerne, keepe and guide ir. Firſt, they 
muſt joyne in making prouiſion of all neceffaries 
for their children and ſeruants : He is worſe than | 
an infidell (faith the Apoſtle) that prouideth not 
for his owne, and namely for them of his family. 
They muſt not carry themſelues in ſuch ſort, as in- 
fidels would diſdaine co does . But this dutie is co- 
incident,with thac I ſpake before of faichfulneſſe in | 
their eſtates: for by ioyning their hands and heads 
in labour, thrift and prouidence, they ſhall cauſe 
that no good thing be wanting to their children, 
or to their ſeruants. And verily it is a great com- 


nefle doth faue all about them, from wants and 


neceſſities, Herein they imitarethe liuing God,the 
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berally open his hand,and fills euery creature with | 
good things fit for it. VVherefore let them praQtice | 


thoſe direftions which were before ſet downe,and | 


ſo doe two good things at once,cuen profit them- 
ſelues and all that pertaine to them,  » 

Now a family muſt be gouerned as wel as main- 
tained (yea verily it cannot be maintained withour 
gouernement), and hew ſhould it bee gouerned 
bur by them 2 Vherefore they muſt alſo be good 
rulers at hgme, and ioyne in guiding their people 
vndGod. The man muſt be taken for Gods 
immediate afficer in the houſe, and as it were the 
King in the family ; the woman muſt account her 
ſelfe bis depurie, an officer ſubſticured to him,not 
as cquall, but as ſubordinate : and in this order 
they muſt gouerne ; he, by the authoritie deriued 
vnto him from God immediatly,ſhe,by authority 
deriued to her from her husband. | 

Now this their gouernment looketh ro matters 
of God.and matters of the worfd. Their firſt care 
muſt be, that the liuing God be truly worſhipped 
in their houſes, and that the knowledge and feare 
of him and of his Word, be planted in the hearts 
of their children and feruants. To this end they 


muſt reade the Scriptures, and call ypon the name | 


of God amongſt them, and catechiſe them in the 
principles of true religion, that none vnder their 
roofe may be ignorantof the fundamentall truths 
of godlineſſe, for want of their care to inſtruct 
chem. To this end alſo (and that they being in- 


ſtructed may grow vp further) they muſt looke, | 
| N | 


that 


©, Rule them, 


_ 


— 


- — — —  ——_— 


| i. In matters 
of God. 


—_—_— 


m——_— 4 


Cithy.7, 


A Bride-buſh, 
thatthe Sabbath of the Lord be ſanctified by their 
people, and muſt carefully and conſtantly bring 
them to the publike aſſemblies, and eximine them 
afterwards of their profiting thereby. So the maine 
care of all good and Chriſtian _—_— ſhould 
bs, that religion may flouriſh in their houſes, VVhy 
hath God giuen the name of Churches to Chri- 
tian families, but becauſe of thoſe holy ſcruices 
done publikely inthe family 2 whereby they are all 
ſanQificd, and become cuen little houſes of God 
to dwell in, It this care be wanting,they ſhall alſo 
want Gods blefling on all other their car yea, 
their family ſhall be buta nurcery for hell, a ſemi- 
narie of little diuels, and houſhold of fiends their 
children and (cruants remaining ſtill children and 
ſcruants of the diuel!l, becauſe they negle&t thoſe 
meanes, by which they ſhould be made rhe chul- 
dren and fcruants of God, Were it not better in 
regard of themſclues to haue kept no family, than 
ſuch a family, whereof all the members be very 
heires of the kingdome of death, and brought vp 
ro nothing,but to inherit damnation 2 And ſurely 
ſuch (withour the extraordinary worke of Gods 
grace) muſt their family needes proue; it they be 
wanting to the meanes of making it dettersVVher- 
| fore nothing in Scripture is more cuidently re- 
quired, than that fathers bring vp their children in 
nurture and information of the Lord, 3nd that 
they doe continually whet the Law of God vpon 
them,and be talking of itto them, whileſt they fir 
in their houſes. And kaft wee ſhould thinke that 
this care appertained to the parent alone, and not 

vato 
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for that he would commanJ4 his ſeruants to feare | 
the Lord, that ic might goe well with him, and 
them both, And 1/bus vndertaketh for himſelfe ' 
and family, that they will ſerue God; and when | 
God inioyneth the maſter to looke to [is whole 
family that they breake not the Sabbath, muſt nox 
| the negatiue here as well as in other comrandc- 
| ments, include the affirmatiuz 2 and how ſhall hee 
| looke, that they doe ſanftific Gods Sabbath, if he 
| take not paines to bring them to the knowledge 
| of God,and of his ſeruice?VVherefore let man and 
| wife be principally helpfull ro each other in this | 
; buſinefſe, VVhen the husband is preſent, lethim 
' reade and pray with his family,and reachthem the 
| feare of the Lord. Inhis abſence let the wife doe 
| theſe duties, orart leaſt, take cargto ſce them done: 
| and let them both prouide conuenient time and 
| leaſure for the ſame, and cach quicken the ſlack- 
| nefle of other,if either begin to grow'lacke. See- 
; Ing they deſire to be called Gods feruants,let them 
deſerue that name, and.becarefullro doc him fer- 
uice in their little commhon-wealth- How can.they 
looke for proſperous ſuccefle in any thing, it the 
Cchicfe homage due vnto the chiefe Lord bee neg- 
lefted and vnperformed > why ſhould hebce ac- | 
counted wprlc than an infidell, who prouideth not 
food and clothing for his family ? and he that lets 
their ſoules go naked and ragged for want of that, 
that is food and clothing both vnto them(I meane 
inſtruftion inthe things that pertaine tolife and 
godlinefſc),deſerue a lefſe diſgracefull name? Here ; 
| N 2 there- | 
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ynto the maſter alſo, Abraham is commended, | Gen.18.1g: | 
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therefore let man and wife be euer ready to ftirre 
vp themſclues out of that ſloth and negligence, 
which will be cuer ready to ſeaze vpon them. For | 
weare nathrally apt to deale niggardly with God, 

and to pinch him (as it were) in all ſeruices, doing 
nothing butwhat we find our ſelues bound in very 
pecefſitic to doe : we ought rather to imitate his 
| liberalitie to vs, and be ſure to doe him as much 
ſeruice as we can, and redeeme as much time as 
| wecan to doc him ſeruice : for it is a ſhame to be 
neare and hard towards him in matters of religi- 
on, that is bountifull towards vs in all bleflings. 
Would you haue then godly children, and godly | 
ſeruants ? and would you haug Gods bleſſings at- 
trending vpon your children,and your ſeruants? be 
not wanting to Gods worſhip amidft chem, and 
be not wanting w their ſoules ; let him be dil- 
gently ſerued, let them be conſtantly inftructed, 
and let your families be thus dedicated vnto him. 
1 Bee you husbands and wiues of one mind in the 
| Lard, or elſe your vnitie in all other things is bur 
a conſpiracie and rebellion, But this how ſeldome 
it falls out, lamentable experience can teach vs. 
Sametimes the husband would haue God ſerued 
in the family ; and then the wife hangs off, and 
counts it lofſe of time, Sometimes againe the wife 
would faine haue the worſhip of God find place 
vnder their roofe:and he like a prefane beaſt cals it 
preciſenefſe, and will not haue an houre ſpent fo | 
idely. Sometimes both conſpire in negligence and 
| omiſſion. : but how ſeldome doe their defires and 


j endeauqurs meete in this moſt needfull point? 
how 
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| how ſcldome doe they prouoke, animate and in- 
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courage each other, in ſo-moſt profitable workes ? 
This is the fountaine of moſt diſorders in moſt fa- 


milies:where God is not ferued, what can abound | 
but profaneneſle and impictie in maſter, miſtris, 


ſeruants,children,and the whole houſhold ; where 
people be not taught the knowledge and feare of 
God, how ſhould they know or feare higz? where 
theſe graces areabſent, hew ſhould any thing be 
found but rudenefſe,ftubburanefle, andwvnduriful- 
neſſe ? Now therefore (I ſay againe) let all buf- 
bands and wiues that feare God, be of one mind 
in the Lord, and let them not faile in viing all 


good meanes, to plant and water pictic in their 


peoples hearts, by eſtabliſhing the exerciſes of re- 
ligion in their houſes ; alwaies remembring with 
feare the hideous curſe that the Propher of God 
doth pray,may fall vpon che families, that call not 
on his name, ſaying, Powre out thy fary por the 
Heathen that know thee not and pon the families that 
call not on thy name, See you not the houſholds 


deuoted to curſing, where theſe duties of religion | 
ſind notentercainment ? And thus for the matters / 


of God muſt they gouerne well, 


Now for the matters of the world alſo, they | 
muſt ouer-ſee the waies of their families ; which | 
| Prou. 37.27: * 


thing Salomon ixcommendeth in a vertuous wife 
by a word worthic noting ; for it ſignifies to 
ſtand 4s a watchman in a watch-tower, who ſea- 
ting himſelfe in that place of aduantage for that 
purpoſe, looketh carcfully on euery fide, and ob- 
ſerueth and giueth notice to the Citie of all 
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approching'encmies, that none may ſurpriſe-the 


fore much more) the husband hane their eyes 
and mindes attentiue vpon the behauiour and 
carriage of all ynJer their roofc. .. Now of this 
ouer-ſight theſe arethe parts : firſt they muſt ap« 
point their inferiours fuch workes and ſcrutces, as 
are fitfor them'to doe, an:{ follow them and looke 
after ghem, that they may performe it according. 
ly : & hed not the Lord fcenc, that inferiours 
would ftand inneed of ſuch following, he would 
neuer hane made this diff-rence imthe family. If 
| ſeruants' and children, would of themiclues bee 
painfull in their buſinefle, what neede the maſter 
or dame to doc any thing, in th: houſe 2 but God 
ſaw well, that the beſt ſervants in tne world, would 
needhelpe this way z-and therefore ordained go- 
nernours in a family, even two gouernours ;z one 
chiefe; rhe other ſubordinate, that the.abſence of 
one, might be ſupplicd with the prefence of ano- 
ther, For the Proucrbe faith well, that the maſters 
ey: doth fatthe hotſe, and the maſters foor doth 
foyle the ground: and if the eye of:the one of them 
be not euer and anoneartendant vpon their inferi- 
ours, they ſhall find, thattheir-bare commande- 
ments will haue little ethcacie, to bring any thing 
well to paſſe, Secondly, they mult marke the car- 
riage of their inferiours, and rake notice:what diſ- 
orders are ready ſometimes tocreepe in: ſecretly, 
ſometimes violently to breake in vpon their fami- 
lies:that ſuch euiſs may becither preuented,or elſe 


reliſted ſpecedily,*and find noquiet abode in the 
| | familie, | 
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fame at vnawares : ſo muſt the wife, and (there. | 
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faimilic. Idleneſſe, twarling, diſcord, ant} many | 
more imperfeQions;arciapt to ſteals vpon the beſt | 
ſeruants and children in the world, which the | 
Lord well knowing, made rulers in the houſe to | 
keepeall in good order. And if it ſeeme vnto vs 
(as it 1s) a comberſome thing: thus to rule 'and 
guidean houthgld; we muſt remember, that God 
did not make manto liue at eaſe, and take his plea- 
ſure,but to doe ſernicez which now (in this corrup- 
tion of mans nature), cannot but prouc@ainetull, 
And though this care be ſomewhat troubleſome, | 
yet the miſchiefes that willfollow vpon the want 
of it,ate much more troubleſome:for it the eyes of 
the maſter and miſtreſſe ſtand not open to ſee, and 
oppoſe the faults of thoſe that are vnder them,they 
will grow bold and licentious, and full of wicked- 
neſſe be the gouerneurs otherwiſe neucy ſo godly : 
butby their mutuallcatefulnefle, this duty gray be 
made ſogewhat eafie to both, and much peace fol- 
low in the heaufe, by ſtoppirg the way againſt 
much finne. Laſtly, they muſt toyne in admoni- 
ſhing,incouraging,reprouing,and(it need be) cor- | 
reCtirg their interiours: both mult difcoungenance | 
thoſe that miſcarry themſelues and both muſt giue 
commendation and good allowance to them of 
good bchauiour ; that ſo they may both maintain 
each others authority to the full, If onerhinke fir, 
by ſome little kindnefle ro encourage ariy ih the 
family, the other muſt not grudge and bee vnwil- 
ling ; it the one will reproue,the other muſt not de- 
fend ; if he will correct the children, ſhe mult nor 
grow angry and faue them (as it ſhe thought ir 
| | much 
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| much they ſhould be kept vnder. nurture) neither 


; themſelues) they ſhall alſo ſo lighten and leſſen 
| [eachothers power in the family, that both art laſt 
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muſt he ſaue them out of her hands,when ſhe feerh 
cauſe to giue chafticement, Suppoſe that either 
of them exceede this nar with-. 
out cauſe, or aboue meaſure, the other muſt not 
make a braule of it before the face of the inferiors, 
as it were to bolſter them ont againſt the gouer- | 
nour:but they muſt quietly debate the matter cach , 
with other alone,and keepe their diſagreements in | 


| this kin&&from appearing in the family : for if hee 


doe and ſhe vndoe, if he corre and ſhee cocker, | 
or it ſhe chide and he detend: (beſides the diftem- | 
pers and heart-burnings which will grow berwix | 


ſhall grow into contempt, becauſe of their indiſ- 
cretion, Oppoſition betwixt gouernors, by ma- | 
king Gdes,vndoes all; neither ſhall be reſpe&ed or 
regarded, when they tender not the good eſteeme 
cach of other, If ina boat all the burden be puld 
vpon one ſide,the whole veſſel is ouerturned:fo in 
a family where ſuch difſention is betwixt gouer- 
noursghe whole houſhold is little lefſe than drow- 
ned inthe waues of contention and ſtrife, . Take vp 
the heeles,and the head will catch the knocke ; and 
knocke a man vpog the head, his feere will lye ſtill 
as dead : fo it the man bee diſpiſed, the wife ſhall 
not long preſerue her eſteeme; if fhee be ſer light 
by,he will ſoone be ſcorned alſo. They muſt there- 
tore fo ioyne hands in theſe workes, that their dif- 
ſention may not blaſt. the fruit of all their endea- 
gours, Itis harmefull ro nouriſh as it were a do- 
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| meftick faction in this little common-weale : what | { 3 
' onelikes or diſlikes, letthe other(ar leaſt by filence | _ 
' for the preſent) ſeeme alſo to like or diſlike, and | 
| letthem never diſagree, in admoniſhing or corre- | 2 

ing or commending ; fo ſhall their difcreete 
_ concord in gouernment, preſeruetheir authoritic 
|  amongtheir people, encreaſe their Joue cach to 0- 
, ther, and procure good amendment in their infe- 

riours. And fo much be ſpoken of the ioynt duties ! 

of husband and wife;both tawards themſclues and 
. toward their families, both for maintenance-and 
for government. VVe come now to ſpeake of ſuch 
proper duties, as are peculiar to cither of them, 
| wherein we will firſt informe the husband, and af- : 
terwards the wife. 417 es 
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Cray. VIIL. | 
Of a mans keeping his authoritee. 


He husbands ſpeciall duties, are all fir- —_— E 


ly referred to two heads ; he muſt go- Pr rogonene; 
, 


uerne his wife, and maintaine her + and | (ecdly, ro 
| MAINIAMIE, 


as our Lord Ieſus is ro his Church (for 


with that compariſon is the holy Ghoſt him- | 
ſelfe delighted), ſo muſt hee be ro his wife an 
bead and fauiour, As for gouernment, two | 
things alſo be required of him; one, that he keepe | 
his authoritie < the other, that he doe vie it. Firſt. | 
then be it knowne, that eucry man is bound to | 4 mam | 
| maintaine himſelfe in that place, in which his Ma- pre ms 
ker hathſfer him 3 and to hold faſt rhataccount, re- | 0 
| | O uerence | 
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| ling to bis wife, and giuen away his power and re- 
g:ment to his inferiour : without queſtion it is a 


of the place for order and goucrnment, as for 


uerence and precedency, with both God and na. 
ture haue aſſigned vnto him, Nature hath framed | 


' the lineaments of his body to'ſuperioritic, and ſet 
the print of gouernment 1n his very face, which is | 
| more ſterne, and leſle delicate than the womans ; 
' he muſt not ſuffer this order of nature to be inner 


ted. The Lord in his VVord hath intituled him by 
the name of head :; wherefore hee muſt not ſtand 
lower than the ſhoulders ; if he doe, doubtlefle it | 


makes a great deformitic in the family. That houſe | 


is a miſhapen houſe, 'and. it (wee may vie that . 
terme)a crump-ſhouldered, or hutch-backt houſe, 
where the husband hath made himfelfe and vnder- | 


| 
| 
{inne for aman to come lower, than God hath ſer | 
him, le is not humilitie, bur baſeneſle, tobe ruled 
by her,wyhom lcſhould rule. No Generall would | 
thacke a Captaine, far furrendring his place to | 
ſome common ſouldier;nor will God an husband, | 
for ſuffering his wite to beare the fwey. It is diſhv- | 
norable to the Prince, it ſubordinate officers yeeld ; 
the honour of their places to tie overtopping of 


| nieaner ſubicCts; and the contempt redounds vp- | 


on God,which a man is wi:ling tatake vpon him- | 
ſelfe,by making his wite his maſter. It is Gods au- | 
thoritic iaucſted in his perſon, he muſt nor permit 
(vnlcfle hee will wrong God) that-it be troden 
downe and deſpiſed : for this Saint Paw hath gi- 
uen vs arule, ſaying Let euery man abide in the plece 
wherein be # called, It niſt be vnderftood as well 
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| ſome weake ſpirited man may interrupt me, and 
ſay ; The thing you ſpeake is reaſonable, and hap- 


' py wertit, if a mancould doe it: butexperience 


| ſhewes, itis ſooner ſaid than done, vnlefe you can 
 giue vs ſome good direction how to doe it:but for 
| himſclfe, he hath met with ſucha virago, that will 
' be governour, .or will ouerturneall ; and againſt 
' ſuch a diſordered, froward and ſturdy-ſpirited 
; dame, who can prelerue his authoritie?To ſuch ob- 
' tector anſwer : Thatmoſt men doe falfely. caſt 


: the blame (of looſing their aurhoritie) vpon their 


wiues, when.in; very truth it is wholly and onely 
due vnto themſelues : for it is not extorted from 
| them by che wiues violence,bur loſt, and caſt away 
by their owne folly and indiſcretion, Ir is not in- 
deede in any mans power,to reſtraine 3 violent ſpi- 
rited woman, from aſſiling his auchoritie, but 
from winning it. VVhether ſhe ſhall breake foi th 
| into carriages of contempt, he cannot chuſe : but 
whether he will proſtitute himſelfe vato contempt 
yea or no, thathe may,and muſt chuſe, Many a ci- 
ric is fiercely aflaulted, and not taken, Many a wo- 
mau ſ{riues to-breake the yoke, but isnot able. £o 
long as the husbands behauiour is ſuch, that the 
wiues {oule (after that ſhe hath recouered her {clfe 
out of the drunkennefle of paſſion), is inforced to 
blame her owne rudenefle and rebelliouſnefſe;ar d 
in her conſcience to acknowledge him worthy the 
bercer place : fo leng hath. bee duly preferued lis 
authoritic. againſt all her 1uce and diſloyall r-fift 
| ance. Know yec therefore all yee husbands, that 
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not to vſe violence;but skill. -Not by maine force 
and by ſtrong hand muſt an husband hold his 
owne, againſt his wiues vndutifulneſſe : but by a 
more mild,gentle,and wiſe proceeding. Here we 
muſt take vp the words of Szlomon, the excellencie 


of athing is wiſdome: we wiſh not any manto vie 


big lookes,great words,and a fierce behauiour (as 
it were of a mankind maſtiffe ouer ſome filly little 
curre),but we aduiſe you to a more eafie, certaine, 
and: artificiall courſe z which (that you may pra- 
Riſe) this it is, Firſt, let the husbandendeuour to 
be garniſhed with all commendable vertues, and 
ro exceede his wife as much in goodnefle, as he 
doth in place, Let his wife ſee in him,ſach humili- 
tic, godlinefſe, wiſdome.,as may cauſc her very hart 


to confeſle, that there is-in him fome worth and | 


* 
"i 


—— 


dignity, ſomething that deſerueth to be looped | 


vnto: ler him walke vprightly,Chriſtianly,ſoberly, 
religiouſly in his family, and giue a good example 


ES 


roall inthe houfhold: then ſhall the wie willing- | 


ly giue him-the better place, when ſhe cannot but 


' ſee him, tobe the better perſon. No inferiour can 


chuſe but inhis ſouleRoope ro tharſiperiour, in 
whom grace and Gods image doe appeare accor- 
ding to his place. Avertyous man ſhall be regar- 
ded in the conſcience of the worſt woman, yea in 
the*bchauiour- alſo.of any that is nor monſtrous, 
and voide of all woman-hood. To bee'worthy c- 
teeme, will 'make oneeſteemed : it is no burden 
toany to yeeld themſeluesto ſucha one,as is appa- 
rantly better than themſelues. A godly wiſe car- 
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riage will draw on good reſpect,andallure'to wil- 
ling ſubic&ion- ; neither'can any man produce an 
cxample of an husband thus qualified, that is tro- 
den downe in contempr. If a Prince commend a 
coward to the place of a Captaine, his ſouldiers 
ſoone finde it, and ſcorne him : but if he haue cou- 
rage and ſufficiency for the charge, though they 
may be mntinous, yethe ſhall hold his reſpe&a- 


| monigſt them. Ir is trze,that (in a mad fir) the wife 


of the beſt hus band, may fling forth and be vnduti- 
fll,but when chat fir ſhall be paſt, and ſhe is retur- 
ned to her ſelfe againe,her ſelfc ſhal condemane her 
ſelfe,and iuſtifie him ; and ſo in ſtead of looſing his 


| authoritjie, he recouers his owne with good aduan- 
tage. Bee you therefore all affured, that you ſhall ; 


find verruous and good carriage, the beſt preſerua- 
tines of good account. Theſe awe the hearg, theſe 


command reuerence, theſe offer themſelues to the + 


mind with. an honourable kind of grauitie, and 


will not ſuffer the man (in whom they be) to bee | 


long ſpurned at. Take paines fo make thy lelfe | 


good, and that is the moft compendious way to 


| make thy ſelfe reuerenced. 


Buras in generall, we preſcribe a good conuer- 
ation for the beft preferner and maintainer of a 


mans authoritie in the family, ſo ſpecially muſt all | 


husbands be counſelled to ſhunne and abandon + 
three ſpeciall and difgracefull euils, that are neuer | 
ſeparated from this ctfe&t, of making euery man | 


to ſeeme baſe and vile in the eyes of thoſe char fee 


him fo diſordered. 
The firſt of theſe is bitternes, as the Apgſtle Paw/ 
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rermes it, in giuing all husbands warning of it 
ſaying : Be not bitter to Jour W:nes. 1 An outragious, 


 ſharpe,tarr, violent carriage, conliſting of railing, 
' reuiling, ſtriking, and other furious words and ge- 


ſtures, he ficly calleth bitrerneſfe, becauſe it is as 
conteary and offenfiue to the mind and affections, 


' asgauleand wormewood, and coloquintida, beto 
| theraſle or pallate, VVho euer kepta bitter thing 
| for any other purpoſe, than to make a medicine ? 
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and isnotthar a bad husband, that is good for lic- 
tle, but to be his wiues purgation 2 Doubtleſle he 
mult necds be ill-reſpeCted, that doth no good bur 
by accident,and againſt his purpoſe. It he be gaule 
and aloes in her mouth, is it any wonder, though 
the ftriue to {pit him our? This bitterneſle ſhewes 
folly, and workes hatred, and therefore muſt needs 
be a great vaderminer of authoritie. They will 
hate whom they feare, ſaith one well ofa tyrant: a 
tirannicall husband,as well as a tirannicall Prince, 
ſhall caruft himſelfe befides his place. In violent 
and furious words and deeds, he proclaimes him- 
ſelfe a foole(for anger reſts in the boſome of fooles 
ſaith Salomon) ; and hauing inforced his family to 
take him for atoole, can ir but follow, that they 
ſhall bUweary of his gouernment ? Such demea- 
nure bewrayerh great impotencie of afte&ion,and 
great want of wifdome, whence will inſue wane 
of reuerence. VVherctore if thou beeſt an husband, 
and wouldit be reſpced by thy wife, tumble nor 
thy ſclfe inthofe dirty and ſtinking guzzels of cur- 
ſnz,railing,ſwearing,and the like madneſſes of fi:- 
rious wrath,the ſauour of which will ſinell ſoloath- 
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ſomely in thy wiues noſtrils, that ſhe ſhall hardly 
keepe her ſelfe from firſt mating thee, and after de- 
ſpifing thee : but make thy ſelfe loued, by not be- 
ing cauſcleſly and excefſiuely offenſiue, 

Secondly, hee that would retaine the preemi- 
nence of his place,muſt auoide vathriftineſſe (ano- 
ther great enemie to reverence) that (as a worme) 
rotteth and conſumeth it, This is often termed 
folly by Sa/amon,and a fooke muſt nceds inherit ha- 
tred and contempt, Drunkenneſle , gaming, ill 
company keeping, be the three parts as I may call 
them .of vathrifrineſle ; the ficſt drowneth wir, the 
ſecond conſumeth wealth, -the third cates out the 
heart of all good conditions : and he that hath nei- 
ther, wit in his head, nor mon? in his purſe, nor 
good qualities in his perſon, how can he bee bur. 
loathed and deſpiſed ? when drinke hath banith- 
cd reaſon ; gaminÞ, prouidence ; ill companie, 
good condirions, the Carfiage mult needs b2 foo- 
liſh,wicked, beaſt-like;the perſon baſe,contemned, 
| loathed. This vice he that followes, muſt necdes 
| forfejtat once his wit, his wealth, an4 his eſtimati- 
on. Contempt will come vpon him as ſwiftly and” 
icrefiſtibly as pouertie, that ruinateth at once his 
ſoule,body, name, family, poſteritie, by ſecking to 
pleaſe his inordinate appetite; and burying his rea- 
ſon in ſenſualitic.. Neuer did vnthrift keepe his 
place no more than' his money, Honour and 
wealth runne from him both at once: for who can 
regard him, that will needs make himſclfeworth 
nothing, Our Engliſh cals thrifrineſſe good huſ- 
bandry,and a thrifry husband, a good ——— 
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| bands. Fooliſh,childiſh,vnſtaied tricks, that haue 
| noſtampe nor impreſſion of grauity, or diſcretion | 


; thimgs muſt needs expoſe a wan to contempt, It 
' the husband pur -. fooles coate vpon his backe,and 
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if ic were the chiefe part (from which the whole 
might worthily receiue its name) of a good huf- 
bands dutie to be thriftie. Wherefore away with 
drinking, gaming and following riotous compa- 
nions, if thou wonldeſt not be caſt at once out of 
the hearts of all thy family,andall thy neighbours, 
and of thy wife alſo, both for loue and reye- 


Thirdly, lightnefſe muſt be auoided by hu: | 


ſeene vpon them, but ſauour ſtrongly of a king of 
pucrilitie and boyiſhneſſe. Such contemprible 


take vp a bauble into his hands (and whatelſc be 
theſe toyiſh, and odde and boyiſh words and be. 
hauiours, which are common with ſome, but bad- 
ges and recognizances of folly?) can he blame his 
wife, though ſhe take vp aloud laughter at him > 
The bitter man is like a frantike head,very trouble- 
ſome ; the vtthrifty man as a ſcald head, very ful. 


very ridiculous. . Such men will ſoone diſplace 
themſelues, though no man ſtriue to vadermine 
them. Bur let cuery* godly man abhorre and caſt 
from him all theſe baſe cuils, and ſtriue for holines 
and grauitie of conuerſation, that ſo he may be in- 
deed a gouernour, and that his ſuperioritic (ſup- 
ported by ſuch pillars) may ftand vprightand va- 
ſhaken,and nar be caſt downe flat into the duſt of 
contemptand dif-renerence, . ' | 

Cunar. 
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CHAP. I X. 
Of the parts aud ends of 4 mans 


anthoritie, 


Vt authoritie muſt be exerciſed , as well 
as preſcrued, yea verily it cannot be kepr, 
vnleſſe it be vied, being like a ſwotd, that 
_ will ruſt andbe Srv, | if itlie ſtill in the 
{cabberd without viing. Now that men may vn- 
derſtand how to vſe this pretious thing (for au- 
thoritie is one of the richefttewels of the world, 


; 1t is a modell of Gods ſfoueraigntie, and a little 
| mappe of his great grearnefſe, that is greater 
' than all, and the very life and foule of all focie- 
ties), it is neceſſary forvs to dire them herein, 


by ſtanding vpon three points. Firft, to ſhew the 


 partsof authoritie ; ſecondly, theend ; and third. | 
ly, the manner of vſing it: ſo men knowing what, | 


_ how to doe in this bufineſſe, ſhall not wane 
ſufficient information. Of the parts of authori- 
tie firſt, I meane by authoritie, a power of exerci- 


and this hach two parts, to guide and to recom- 
pence; to direct, and to requite. Face Cone 
ſiſts in the inioyning and appointing of lawfull 


things to be done, and in the forbidding and pro. 


hibicing of things at leaft indifferent. Recom- 

pence is alſo double, of good and obedient car- 

riage by commendation and rewards ; of enill and 

diſobedicnt,by reproofes and puniſhments. Com- 
'P 


 menda- 


ling gouernment and, dominion ouer another; |. 
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mendation is the incouraging of one in wel-doing | 


by maniteſtation of a good liking, in wordy ten- 
ding to praiſe him : reward is the beftowing of 


ſome benefit more, than were otherwiſe due vpon | 


him, that bath done well for his further animating 
therein. Reproofe isa charging of a fault vpon 
the. offender with words, tending to put him to 


ſhame and griefc for it. Puniſhment is the inflict- | 


ing of ſeme ſmart or loſle,or like cuill vpon the of- | 
fender,that may cauſe him to be ſorry for his fault. 


and toreforme it. Theſe are the parts of gouern- | 
ment, Ircanc thoſe things which a gouernour by 


vertue of his place, both may and muſt take vpon 
bim to doc, and which are fo appropriated to the 
place of a gouernour, that none other may aduen- 
rure to doe them all, vnlefle he will excecde his vo- 


'| cation, fipne againſt God and. wrong the perſon, 


ouer whom .he ſo vſurpeth. Now concerning all 


_—— 


the former, vizs commanding, forbidding, com- | 
mending, rewarding, reprouing, it is of all hands | 
granted, thatit is lawfull for an husband to cxer- 


ciſe themall vpon his wife : yea,aud for ſome kind 


of puniſhmentalſo, by with-drawing from her the | 


plenrifull demonſtrations of kindnefle, andfſruits 
of his liberalitic, and by abridging her of her li- 
bertic,and the inioymentot many things delight- 
fulljr is ycelded, that an husband may inflict the 
ſame : butwhether he may corre@ her, yea or no, 
With blowes; becauſe it ſeemeth coo imperious in 
him to doc it,and too feruile in her to {uffer it, thar 


' isaqueſtion. For my part, I would be loath to al- 


law an husband the libertie of carrying himſelfe 


vnto 
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ynto his wife, as vnto his ſlave. 'Hecan but ſtrike 
and beate his bond-woman : with what face can he 
come to kiſſe and imbrace the ſame perſon, whom 
he hath laid vpon with his fift, or with a cudgell> 
How doth he cheriſh her as his owne fleſh, whom 
he thus opprobriouſly putteth to griefe and ſmart? 
Would he vſe himſelte ſo, if himſelfe ſhould of- 
fend > Where hath hee an example of any godly 

husband, that hath taken vp a ſtaftg againſt his 

wife 2 VVhy will he doe that, which hee can neuer 

ſhew,that any good man hath done before him? Is 

this to erre in her loue, to ſmite her on the face, or 
to fetch bloud or blewneſle of her fleſh ? But yet if 
a wife will put vpon her ſelfe cuen ſeruile conditi- 


ons ; it ſhe will abaſe her ſelfe to fooliſh, childiſh, 


flauiſh behauiour ; I ſee not why the rod, or ſtaffe, | 


or wand, ſhould not be for the fooles backe in this 
caſe alſo, And ſeeing God hath giuen the huf- 
band auth@itic,and hath no where forbidden him 
the exerciſe of any part of authoritie, nor-hath a- 
bridged him in any parcell thereof, ho-net by'en- 
ioyning him any duty, that cannot ſtand together 
with the exerciſe of this partof authoritic, I can- 
not dare to ſay, but that (if ſhe giue iuſt cauſe, after 
much bearing and forbearing, and trying all other 
wayes, in caſe of vemoſt neceffiric, ſo that heex- 


ceede not meaſure) he may lance his owne arme | 


where it ſwelleth,and (crat bis owne hand where it 


 itcheth,thoughhe make it ro ſmarr after. It is moſt 


intollerable foraman in anger to ſtrike his wife 
for thoſe weakeneffes whichare incident cuen to 
vertuous women, Bur if ſhewill raile vpon him 
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with moft reprochfull termes, :if ſhee will affronr 
him with bold and impudent reſiftances,if ſhe will 
cell him to his teeth, that ſhe cares not for him,and 
that ſhe will doe as ſhe Jufts for all him; if ſhe will 
flie in- his face with violence, and begin to ſtrike 
him, or breake into any ſuch vnwomanly words or | 
behauiour ;then let him beare a while, andadmo- 
niſh and exhort, and pray ; but if ſtill ſhe perſiſt a- 
gainſt ___ and per{waſton, if her father be li- 
uing,let him be intreated to fight;if ſhe haue none, 
or he cannot,or will not, I thinke thekysband ſhall | 
not offend, in vſing a foole according to her folly; 
a child in vnderſtanding, ike a child in yeeres ; and 
a woman of baſe and ſeruile condition,in baſe and 
ſeruile manner : for euen ſo ſhould he vic himfelfe 
in like cafe, were he apppinted to be a ruler ouer 
himfelfe. And well may he cheriſh her vpon her 
| reformation , though vpon extremitic of miſde- 
meanute he doe chaſtice, To cheriſhBnes perſon, 
and plaiſter their wounds, are things nothing in- | 
compaſſable. Indeed wrathfull carreCtions {eeme, 
to make kindnefles vndecent , becauſe contraries 
| doe not likely iflue from the ſame fountaine ; but 
euen blowes, aſter paticnt forbearance, after 
much waiting for amendment without. blowes, 
and fo applyed, -thatit is apparant, a man ſeekes 
not-to caſe his ttomacke, but to heale his owne 
fleſh with a coraſtue, when nothing elſe will | 
doe it (cuen blowes I fay with theſe limitati- 
ons) may well ſtand with the deareſt kind- 
neſles of matrimony. : Tis true, that no man in 
ſcripture hath ſo cudgelled his wife, But why is 
this ? 
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this? is it not becauſe no wiſe in ſcripture is read 
bauc offended in ſuch kinds and degrees,as might 
reaſonably call for ſuch ſcueritie ? In thoſe former 
| times, God permitted(though not allowed)an hu: 
band for lighter matters than whoredome, to put 
away his wife, No doubt that remedy made it 
ncedleſſe to ſtrike, : no man would be peftered 
with a woman of ſhrewd diſpoſition, that ſhould 
inforce him to fighting,if with a daſh of his pen,he 
might turne her packing. But without all queſti- 
| on,it in Scripture we ſhould haue read of any wo- 
man fo inſolent, as we ſee ſome in experience, wee 
may conclude, that either diuorce ſhould hane ſe- 
uered them, or elſe blowes ſhould haue been vicd, 
as a ſharpe medicine for ſo feftered a fore, To con- 
clude, let it bee the wiſdome of a man, to make 
choice of one that ſhall notneed this rigor, rather 
chan to diſpute about the lawfulnefſe of vſrng ir. - 
And ſo much for the parts of an husbands au- 
choritie : we muſt next ſhew the end, whereto hee 
| muft dire& all and each of theſe parts, and that is 
the good of his wife, the encreaſe of vertue in her, 
and reformation of vice ; the making her derter, 
and helping her to comfort here, and ſaluation 
hereaſter eucn in better manner, than ſhe could be 
helped to,without an husband, So all gouernours 
haue their power from God, rather for the benefic 
of them whom they gouerne, than for their owne 
caſe, pleafure, profit, or for the fulfilling of cheir 
owne deſires, Tie King ruleth, that the people 
may enioy more happinefſe by his Scepter, than 
they could without ir ; and cuery Magiſtrate 
| P ; 


a 


The end of £9- 
werwnent, the 
wines £ 00d ; 


—_—_— _— 


kcepes | 


| 


wat ws L 
een INE Shel 14/54 
' bog NY . RT «ths wo : OE IN . 
Pate bor + PL Ft þ Gy. OY "IF ah 
vx « - HEE 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
i 
ſ 


| thanmiſſe of which, hee ſhould willingly endure | 


\ would keepeourt almoſt all the miſchiefes, where- 
' with now diuers houſholds are little lefſe than 


| and regard not their wiues at all, Therefore what- 
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keepes his place forthe ſafety and well-fare of the 
ſabiecs vnderhim : for the attaining of which, he 
ought to hazard himſelfe to any miſery,and rather | 


the greateft hardnefle inthe world. So the Mini- | 
ter exerciſerh ſpirituall iuriſdiftion ouer the peo- 
ple, not for filthy lucre ſake, or for hautinefſe and | 
ambitions ſake, but for the ſpiritual commodity of ; 
his flocke. In like ſort therefore the husband hath | 
this his domeſticall ſoueraigntie of his wife for her | 
bencfit,that God the gouernour of all may receiue | 


| more glory by the comfortable fruit of his owne | 
| ordinance to them that yeeld vnto it, The aiming | 
. atthis end, would be as great a furtherance as any | 


could bee, to the well-being of a family ; and 


rent in pieces : for moſt men neuer dreame of this 
end, but ſerue themſeſiies wholly in gouerning, 


ſocuer theraſelues deſire, or will make for the plea- 
ſing of their owne humours, that they will doc, be 
it neuer ſo: dangerous and miſchieuous to their 
wiues (than which a greaterabſurditie cannot bee 
committed in gouernment), becauſe they con- 
-cciue (which conceite is altogether falſe) that they 
ftand in thac place, not to procure their wiues 
good, ſo muchas to enioy their owne pleaſure : 
whereas God prdained al gouernours, bothpriuat 
and publike, vnder himfelte, that by their meanes 
(which alwaics ſhould be (as theyarecalled) their 
berters) inferiours might the berter be drawne to 

him. 
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him, and ſo liuea peaceable and quiet life, with all 


godlinefſe and honeſty, The not knowing why | 


they gouerne, makes husbands gouerne. amiſle, 
and ſo become burdens to themſclues and their 
wiues : he that ſhootes at a wrong marke, cannor 
but ſhoote awry from the right; and he muſt needs 
takea wrong way,that miſtakes the towne to which 


]he ſhould trauaile ; neither cana man chuſe but 


bowle farre from the miſtreſle, if he ſetthe bias of 
his bowls the quite contrary way, to that it ſhould 
ſtand, Wherefore an husband ſhould often de- 
mand of himſelfe,ſaying, VVhy am I the chicfe in 
this houſhold ? and why lyeth the gouernment on 
my ſhoulders ? Is it that I ſhould liue at more taſe 
than any in the family > that I ſhould fulfill mine 


owne wiſhes ? and haue what L would > and that e- ' 


uery one ſhould care for me,and I for none ? No : 
far the head in the body was notcreated for its 
owne ſake ; and I would count him an cuill Magi- 


ftcate gnd Minifer,that ſhould bewray ſucha con- | 


ceite inbis place, But here I am gge chicfE,that all 
may fare the better for me, that by minc v{ing-more 
os and taking more paines, and ſhewing 
more vertues than any of the family, all ghe family 
may liue more orderly and comfortably and eſpe- 
cially my, wife) may enioy more quiet, and get 
more grace than could be attained, it I were away. 
The fruit of my ruling my wife, mnſt be her com- 


fort and happineszneither muſt I account any hap- | 


pines to my ſelf, whereinfhe hath nor her portion : 


| ſoby often informing himſelfe ro what purpoſe he 


ruleth,he ſhal exceedingly help himſclfto rule wel. 


Cuaay. | 
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THree Vertwes 
muſt be v/ed in 
gonrrneng 3 

{1. teſtice. 

2. Wi{dome. 

3. Mildzefſe. 
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Cuayr. X. 
Of inflice in the hubands goutrnment. 


Ye to ſhoot at the marke, is not much praiſe- 
worthy, vnleſſe a man doe either hit it, or 
come nearc it : ſo for a man to intend his 
wiues good, vnleſſe he effect ic alſo, is notmuch 
to his commendation. Now the only way of at- 
raining the end of any buſineſle, is to doe it ina 
right manner. Wherefore wee will dire& hus- 
bands, how they ſhall rule ſo, as to weaken cuery 


| corruption, and ſtrengthen cuery vertue, they 
| ſhall meete with, in their wiucs, and to make their 
lines ten times more holy and happy than elſe 
| they could be, and to giue them iuft cauſe (which 
| is the moſt deſirable thing that can be in gouern- 
: . 

ment) of hearty praiſing the name of God for 
their meeting together in marriage. Ar leaſt, if 


the husband folbw theſe dirc@ions, he ſhall be 


+ blameleſſe in mifling his end, becauſe he doth not 


miſſe it through his owne default, but by meanes 
of ſome other accident that lies not in the com- 
paſſe of his power to preuent. To the point then; 
a man in gouerning his wife, muſt gouerne him- 
ſelfe, according to the rules of the three principall 
vertues, Which are of moſt vſe and note, as in all 


ſticall kingdome or Monarchy ; for fo it is, and 
ſo it may moſt properly be called, Theſe vertues 
arc Iuftice, VV iſdome, Mildneſle; with the practiſe 


places of gouernment ; ſo likewiſein this dome. 
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| healch and good conſtitution of gouernment, 
| without which it is like a big body full of diſeaſes; | 
' niuſt gouernment is tyranny; vnwiſe gouernment 
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of which, hemuſt temper the exerciſe of his autho- | 


ritie, and then ſhall he bring glory to God, and | 
good to his wife and to himſelte in governing, Iu- 
ſtice is the life and ſoule of gouernment, without 
which it is no better than a dead and fincking car- | 
caſle. VWiſdome is the eyc'of gouernment, with-. 
out which it isMike a ſtrong ſouldier, ſtarke blind ; | 


or like an arrow without feathers. Mildnefſe'iis the 


is folly, vamilde gonernment i$crueltie : bur, inſt; 
wiſe and mild goyernmentgisgonernment indeed, 
cauſing the husband to be as it werea little God in 
the family, a weake reſemblance of the large and 
vnlimited ſoueraigntie, and goodneſſe of him that 
inſtituted matrimony, Lergvs begin -with 'In- 
ſtice,the ſoule of gouernment, the abſence whereof 
doth make it to rot and putrifie, and ro degenerate 
into the moſt ftulſome aid odious carrion of tyran- 
nies | "v4 | 
By iuftice, I meane that, that is commonly 
called diftriburiue iuſtice, which confifts in fitting 
the viage of perſons vnder authoritic, both to the 


ſuperiours owne limits, and alſo to the inferiours 


owne deſeruings. This muſt be praiſed both in 


direQing and recompencing. Forthe firſt, tie muſt # »2» »ft boke, 


[1 ; 4.8; kf, | firſt. that no vie 
learne fo to command, not as the chiefe and abſo- | Lowfoll thing ts 


lute commander, buras one who himſelfe ſtands 
vnder a ſuperiour power, to which hee doth more 
owe ſubieion, than his wife ro him. VVherefore 
he muſt inno ſort abuſe his authoritie to force his 


OE. © ROW wife 


q 


Iulicein dire-d 


commanded, 
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| wife tothings that are ſinfull, VVhat God com- 

mandeth, he muſt not forbid ; what God forbid- 

{ deth, he miſt nor command, What the wife can- 

{ not either perform, or omit, without (inning a- | 
gainft God and her owne ſoule (becauſe either the 
Lord himſ{clfe or ſome ſupetiour powers haue in- 
cerpoſed their authoritie), that it $extreame vn- 
inſticefor the husband torequire, or to prohibite, 
Whata madnefle is it to force his wife to difobey 
God indeede, or to ſceme to difobey, himſelfe > | 

 What-agablurd thing is ic, to expett yeeldance, 
when he'exceeds: hts commiſſion ?. This is all one 
thing,as.it Lee ſhould goeabout toiusllle her into 
ſome filthy. ſtinking -guzzle or ditch ; whence it 

- muſt needs follow, that if thee proue fo ſtrong, as 

not bg thruſt in,yet he makes himſelte. odious, for 

having attempred ger hurt :.if the pfoue fo. weake 
as to fall in, he muſt cizher be at the paincs to pull 
her gut, and make her cleane againe, orelfe they 
muſt both periſh together (titled in the mud of 
their owne wickedneſſe) , thee for {inning ar his 
commandement, he for commanding her to ſinne. 

. | Yea,this is co thruſt hes into the very fier of hell, ſo 

much as in him lieth ;, out of which if hee bee nor 

 drawne by ſtrong hand, ſhee muſt be damned for 
yeelding,he for enioyning, VVherefore in ſuch ab- 
ſurd and finfull commands, he ſhall violate the 
lawes of wiſdome and iuſtice both at once, and 
 (hew himſelfe in the ſame ation both a foole to. 
wards her and a rebel ag God, For it is the 
higheſt degree, both of vurighteouſnefſe'and. of 
folly for the ſybordinate gouernour, totake ypon 

| : him 
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him aboue the chiefe or ſoneraigne. Whowould | 
| | brooke a Conſtable or Maior of any towne, com-. 

| manding to beare Armes againſt the King, or for- 

bidding to pay ſubſidies and wonted payments? 
Such one ſhould bee puniſhed for being a rebell 
himſclfe, and alſo a rebell-maker, Let no husband ' 
therefore forget, that the Lord in heauen, and the | 
publike Magiſtrate on earth, are aboue both him 
and his wite, and that they both ought equally to | 
be ſubiect to both theſe; and therefore let him ne- 
uer ſet his prinate authoritie, againft theſe _ 
rities that are fironger than his z nor make his wite 
vndurifull to cither of theſe, by a falſe claime of du- 
tie to himſelfe, It is a tyranny and viurpation for 


Oo 


' 
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the limits or bounds of.his owne place : for a man 
to command his wife to lye for his aduantage, to 
breake the Sabbath for his gaine, to participate in 
his fraud and couſoning, or the like ; nothing is 


haue commanded their ſubic&s to worſhip ima- 
ges,or commit other iniquitics,they haue brought 
vpon themſelues the odious name of tyrants ; and 
the not yeelding to their ſinfull commandements, 
hath beene an high praiſe vnto their ſubicdts. 
Doubtlefſe the husband may with leſſe ſhew of. 
reaſon,challenge power to appoint ſuch things : ſo | 
to forbid his wife to pray vato God, to come | 
to the Word and Sacraments, to ſhew mercy to | 
the diſtreſſed, with moderation and diſcretion, 
and the like ; this is againſt right in the higheſt | 
degree. Vhen Dariss commanded, that no man 
TE Q 2 ſhould | 


auy gouernour to be ignorant of, or to tranſgreſle | 


; more abhorrent from equitie; Vhere Princes |' 
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ſhould inyacatethename of God for thirtic daies | 
together, the Propher Daxiel would not condif- 
| cend to ſuch an abominable command : why rhen 
ſhould a wife hearken to her husband in the like 
caſe, to the apparant tranſgreſſing of her Makers 
law ? Nay, why ſhould any man be fo vnruly and 
exorbitant in his ruling, as tocall for obedience in 
luch things ? See then (all yee husbands) that your 
words to your .wiues hold agreement with the 
Lawes of God, and of your publike gouernours 
not repugnant thereto, elſe you gouernenot, bur 
tytannizc.z and to diſobey you,'ts the beſt obedi- 
ence;or rather to withdraw ones ſelfe from follow- 
ing your ill ordered dire&ions, is notto deny ſub- 
icEtion to your place, power and perſons ; bur fo 
your finnes,lufts and corruptions,yea,to the diucll 
himſclte who rules in you,& abuſeth your tongues 
as his inftruments in ſuch a caſe, If -4daw were 
guiltic for hearknin oycedotf his wite, con- 
trary to Gods voyce ; doubtleſſe ſhe ſhould haue 
cen puniſhed alſo, for hearkning to his voyce a- 
gainft Gods, | 
But this rule of juſtice muſt be extended yet a 
hetle further : not alone in things that are vnlaw- 
full,but alfo in things that to he wiues erring con- 
Co ſeceme vnlawfull,/muſt the husband for- | 
beare rhe vrging of his authoritie, VVhat ſhe vp- 
on ſome reaſon (to her thinking, though not in- 
deed and truth) gyounded vpon the Word of 
Gad,doth account a finne,that the husband ought 
not to force her vnto. The conſcience is Gods im- 
mediate officer, and commanding by vertue of its 
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commiſſion (the will of God reucaled in Scrip- 
tures) though iterre in conſtruction of that com- 
miſſion, muſt yet bee obeied, and ouer-weigh the 
authoritic of-all other commanders, till with due | 
reaſons manifeſting ſuch miſtaking, it be better in- 
formed, and duly fatisfied, For whoſocuer accu: * 
ſtometh to goe againſt conſcience in things, that | 
though they be not, yer are iudged to be ſinnes,will 
at length ſo blot outall conſcience,as to goagainſt 
it in things that both are, and are alſo thought co , 
be faults, VVho ſo will make bold with an errone- 
ous conſcience, ſhall procure to himſelfe either a 
dead and ſeared orelſe a perplexed and turmoiled 
conſcience. So a man in offering violence to his | 
wiues conſcience, fhall quickly driue her either to 
vtter vnconſcionablenefle,or vtter vncomfortable- 
nefſe : for incrofling the verdit and ſentence of her 
owne ſoule, cither ſhee ſhall put it quite to filence, 
or make it ſo troubleſomely and terribly clamo- 
rous, that the noiſe of terrors ſhall be alwaies 
found in her cares; and her life ſhall be vnto her as 
tedious, as if ſhee were euer vpon the racke to bee 


I — 


tortured, through the fierce and inward accuſati- 
' ons of her own inward accuſer and iudge, Vhere- 


fore in caſes of this nature, when a woman through 
weakeneſſe of iudgement, miſunderftanding Gods 
Word reputeth a thing indifferent to bee ſinfull; 
the busband muſt not by rigour and vehemence, 
compell his wiues praCtiſe againſt her conſcience : 
but with pittic and gentleneſle ſeeke roxfree her 
ſoule from the intanglement of ſuch error by bet- 
ter information z ſtill remembring that conſcience 
is 
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is the ſupreameſt commander of mannext vnder 
God,and hath the higheſt and moſt ſouergigne au- 
thoritieouer mens ations. The truth is yet, that 
if ſhe pretend conſcience, when it isbut wilfulnes, 
he muſta while waite for the healing of this ſtiffe- 
' nefle : but if faire per{waſions will not reclaime 
her, he muſt ar length vie the authoritie beftewed 
vpon him by God, and exprefly enioyne her by 
vertue thereof, to change her obſtinacic into ſubie- 
&tion. You will perhaps demand,how-a man ſhall 
know, whether his wife be wiltull or ſcrupulous 2? I 
anſwer ; theſe two may eaſily bee diſtinguiſhed 
one from another : for firſt, ſcruple of conſcience 
| is grounded vpon the word bf God,and taketh oc- 
 caſion of doubting from ſome text of Scripture, 
chat carrieth at leaſt an appearance of condem- 
ning that, whereof it makes queſtion. But obfti- 
nacy is cuer vp with conſcience,conſcience, When | 
yetit is backed with no part of Gods VWerd, that 
. | canin anyreaſonable probabilicie be thought to 
induce to afearec of doing or omitting, what it re- 
fuſeth ro doe or omit, VVhere wilfull errour with- 
out conſcience hinders yeelding, no heed muſt be 
taken to it ; when an erroneous conſcience hinde- 
reth, it muſt be tenderly handled, Therefore if a 
woman can produce ſome word of God (that ma- 
keth her doubt of the lawfulnes ofa thing)though 
it be perhaps miſinterpreted by her, ſhe muſt bee 
reſolued, not compelled : but if ſhee ftand vpon 
termes of conſcience, withour Gods word, ſhe 
may bce compelled, becauſe there is none'other 


way of reſoluing her:for not cuery ſcruple of heare | 
; | dotty | 
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, doth make a thing {ime ro amar in whom it is, 


but that alone which is. grounded vpon ſcriptures, 


1 the onely guide and informer of: the conſcience:in 
\ which caſe conſcience (though miſ-informed) re-. 


taines its owne authoritie; and ſo to inforce a wo- 


vnequall thing in the world from a gouerncur, A- 
gaine, it may be thought the miſtaking of conſci- 
ence, when things indifferent are deemed either 
ſinfull or needfull, and in ſuch things it is a point 
of iuſtice to tender a weak conſcience,anda wrong 
to be eager with it : bur if one will ſeeme to make 
a conſcience of doirk that (and ſo refuſe to doe it) 
which God hath enioyned and commanded.plain- 
ly ; this is ſure wiltulneſſe in errour, not infirmyie 
of conſcience : and therefore here the wife is not 


| tobee borne with, butafter good meanes v{cd to 


diſcouer her errour, if ſhe perfiſtan wilfulneſſe, he 
may iuſfly be ſo much more vrgent, by how much 
ſhe is more backward. For here hauing brought 


ſoqne alſo reclaime her from her errour : for the 
euidence of thoſe texts that he ſhall be able to-al- 
leage for the dutie, will ſoone quiet her heart a- 
gainſt teares if any ariſe (but in caſe of wiltulnefle 
likely none will ariſe), and ſhee will be perfwaded 
by her owne experience, that before could not bee 


| | perſwaded : for where God ſets a man ar libertie, 


conſcience may bind him, bur conſcience can ne- 
uer bind againſt Gods commandement, becauſe ir 
is neuer aboue God. Wherefore now bee not fo 


| vnrightcous towards thy wite,as to vrge her cither 
: ro 


man againfir, were to force her to finne, the moſt | 


her (againſt her errour) to dee her duty, hee thall 
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Faſlice in re« 
proofes requi+ 
reth that none 
be given with 
our 4 fault, 


| 


-heauer» and carth. And thus much for iuſtice in 


| ued herein.” And to this end two rules muſt be gi- 


dangerous: for ſome medicine will make the ſound 
fleſh fore ; ſoneither muſt an husband find fault, | 
where no fault is, for feare of making a fault where | 


| 


| 


to difpleaſe God or her conſcience in a thing in- 
different, leaning on the word of God: fornone is 
Lord of conſcience, but onely God, the Lord of 
the matter of directing. : w 
It muſt beexerciſed alſo in requiting either the 
bad or good carriage of the wife, Bad behauiour 
may bee requited with reproofes andcerrections 
(as we ſaid aboue), onely ſo, that iuſtice See obſer- 


uen, one in regard of the thing for which, another 
in regard of the meaſure wherein one reproueth or 
correCteth : firſt, no reproote or corre&tion muſt 
be giuen without a fault; where no ſinne hath gone 
before to deſerue ſuch hardnefle, it cannot without 
much vniuſtice be praCtiſed againſt her. No good 
Chirurgion will lay a plaifter vpon a ſound place, | 
that were alwaits a needlefle labour, moſt times 


noneelſe would be, The end of chiding or puniſh- 
ing, is to make the delinquent ſee and reforme an 
offence, Now how ſhould that be feene and amen- 
ded, which is not ? wherefore if is moſt palpable 
iniquitie, to put the wife to the ſuffering of wm 
euill of puniſhment, where the euill of balmehat 

not gone before. In truth there is no neede of coi- 
ning faults amongſt men; the beſt that is ſhall have 
taults enow deſeruing reprehenſion;wheretore it is 
a waſt labour,and an abſurd troubling of ones ſelte 


and others to -finde them out, where they bee not. |' 
| 1 Loue | 


” 
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Lins ſhould couer many 


ded, a man muſt not chide ; not his owne diſtem- 
pered paſſion, but ſome diſhonour done ro God, 
doth authoriſe him to vſe ſome harſhneſle of be- 
hauiour. If in other caſes his tongue walke, or his 
brow lowre,or his hand be lifred vp,he abuſcth the 
power that God hath put vpon him,and iuftice wil 
not beare that. 

But here we muſt alſo obſerue, that a fault refor- 
med muft goc inthe accountofno fault ;and ther- 
forc a woman muſt neuer be vpbraided with it: for 
an vpbraiding is a reproofe, and a finne amended, 
is after a ſort annihilated. It is loſſe of time to fland 
caſting on water, when the fier is thorowly quen- 
ched : yea, it is dangerous to be haling aleg, that 


is newly ſet in ioynt : when the cure is done,it is a | 


thank!efſe office for a Chirurgion to bring more 
plaiſters, eſpecially more ſearing irons : God hits 
no man in & tecth (faith the Apoſtle) ; whar;is re- 
formed, ſhould be forgiuen ; what is forgiuen, 
ſhould be forgotten. When a ſinne is left and re- 
pented of, it is dead and buried ; why then ſhould 
any man goe about to poyſor, himſelfe andano- 
cher, with raking the dead cartafſe one of the quier 
ſepulcher ? Indeed former faults may inftly beal- 


leaged, ro apgranare the'ſame offence reiterated, 


ortalne into againe : butif rhe wife doe not repeat 
her finne in committing, the husband ſhall deale 


"7 4a. 


inreprooning. | ; 


faults, therefore it ſhould | 
fainenone : it muſt refuſe ro ſee Evers that be in- | 


deede, therefore it muſt neuer ſecke to make them | 
ſceme to be,thatare not ; where God is nor offen- | 


A fam: 


Tames 1.9. 
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nt Fee”) | 


; counted wa 


« fault, 


| blere the fault, 


God promiſcth, that if thefinfull man doe caſt a- 
| way bis ſinful deeds, he will alſo blot them out of 
{ his remembrance, and bury them as in the bottom 
| of the ſea, Why ſhould man remember, what God 


i 
| 


| hath forgorten ? Doubtlefle therefore it js an ill 
| memory, that will recall thoſe things, which God 
would haue buried indeepelt filence ; andrepeate 
that which he promiſerh not once to mention ; to | 
hic a penitenr finner in the tecth, is a manitcſt inju- 
ric. V\ herefore chate-notagainſt thy wife for no | 
fault, reprouc not her” when (hee diſhonours not | 
God, ncither let paſtion.eutr make thee caſt thoſe | 
things in her diſh, whicaſhe hath retormed;ſo ſhal 
.thy waies be conformable to juſtice in this point, 
of reprouing or puniſhing, what concerneth the 

- cauſe af doing.) Burtizxe meaſure of doing-is in e- 
Poa uery.thingalmoſt off as necdtull obſeruationas the 
.caufe..: for inftice wiſheth. not only-to. tarry till a 
'faulc be committed ,” but alſo when it is commit- 
ted,to proportion'the reproofe or puniſtiment vn: ? 
to the fault, ,,He that layes a frecting coraziue to a 
light joxe, free from dgad or proud fleſh, ſhall 
| prone mlclte. cither.a buogling Chirurgion,or a 
- | verymount-baake,-thatlengthens the cure onely 
reprorſer 2ſt) tro makehimiglte workeand ger more gaine by the | 
47 ay raie nr patient: and men would.count him a poyſoner ra- | 
; ther thana, Py UNE thatfor cuerf tmall infirmit-| 
| tic, would, be tumbling the ſtomake vp:and downe, 
| with che ſtrongeſt potions, or, vomits, Where the 
entleſt purge that tyight be would {crue the turne 
2 health. - $015 it certaine, that that man miſ-in- 


 tenderh hisreproofes argorredions, which makes | 
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' } teſtimonies of his loue,to ceaſe to truſt her,-or to 
|| ſpeake familiarly and chearctully to her ; theſe be 
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them ſharper, than:the|offencedeſervech.: Anger | 
not louc;, deſire of. cafing onesowne ſtomack;not | 
| profiting his wines foule, is the ground of theſe | 
| reproofes,which-offend in ſuch exceſſtueneſle. Bur 
| ler,vs comea little neerer to this point : the huf+ 
| band muſtknow, that for correcting or aftuall pu. 
' niſhing of-his wite, he muſt come exceeding flows 
' lycoit, and be very ſeldome. in it, neuer procee- 
| ding vnto it, till ſome _ wickednefle haue 
. compelled him, becauſe dfher meanes haue beene 
; fruſtrated. For a manto cftrange his countenance 
; and behauiour rowardshis wife, to with-draw the 


” ID CI” I nn Dent ec Gs, PITS VE, 


' ſuch things as deſerue the name of corrections or 
, chaſticements, . The wife that hath nor forgotten 
' algood affetionts her husband;cannot bur ſmart 
and bleede vnderitheſe firipes:(as I may call them). 
| They are thertfore to be ofrare vie,and(like cating 
things or coraziues) not applicd at all, till the 
groflenefle of much miſdemeanure. ſhall cuen 
compell vpon necefſitie, to the applying of them. 
But for blowes, for ſtrokes with hand or fiſt, nos 
| thing ſhould drive an husband ro them, except 
the vemoſt extremities of vnwitelike carriage, vn- | 
lefle ſhee bee peremptory and wiltull in curſing, 
{wearing,drunkennefle,&c , vnlefle ſheeratle vpon 
him wich moft yiolent-and intollerable termes ; 
ynlefſe fhee out-face him with bold maintaining, 
that ſhe will doe as the doth, in deſpight of him | 
vnlefle ſhe begin the quare!l, and ftrike or offer to | 
ſtrike;an husband no doubt ſhould hold his hands, | 
pag os and | 
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| reproued, As the plaiſtcr muſt be fitted to the: 


! 
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' muſt be taken from the meaſure of the fin againſt 


I cd — | 
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| and notforget himſelfe tobe an husband, rillſhe 


haue caſt off all ſhewes of remembring her ſelfe ro | 
be a wife : bur if ſuch extreame putretaQtion ſhall 
fall out inany mans caſe, I ſceno cauſcof forbid- 
ding to cut or ſeare ones owne moſt tenderly be- 
loued fleſh. Bur for all things of this kind, whe- 
ther reproofes or chaſticements, they muſt ſtill be 
more or [eſſe ſharpe,as thefaulr is greater or leſſer, 
being ſuitable not to - a. or lofſe, or hurr 
of the reprouer, but to the finne and offence of the 


wound, the medicine to the diſeaſe, ſo muſt the re- 
proofe or correttion be to the ſinne : for of thoſe 
finnes which doc neceflarily require ſome repre- 
hkenfion or chaſticement,thereare degrees; accor- 
ding to the greatnefle or littkenefſe whereof, it is a 
mans dutie in iuſtice to vic more or lefſe earneft- 
neſſe, and ſhew more or leſſe diflike. And if any 
man would know a fare rulefor the compounding 
of this medicine, lethim take this that followeth. 
According as the fine is moreor leflegrofſe, or 
diſhonourable to God,ſo muſt the feneritie of the 
husband be more or leſſc. A fmall finne muſt bee 
lightly paſſed ouer, though ic bring a great lofle 
with it,a great finne muſt haue more ſharpeneſſe, 
though in ſtead of loſle it haue procured profit. 
As the cauſe of reprouing, muſt be the breach of 
Gods commandement , not the croffing of the 


husband in pleaſure or profic, or the like ; ſo the | 


meaſure of earneſtneſſe and ſharpeneſle therein, 


God. A man muſt chide more, and more vehe- 
mently; | 
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mently, forhis wiucs gainefull vntruth, than fgr 7 
her damagefull forgetfulneſſe. The moſt exorbt- 
rant ſinnes (ſuch as ] named before) may be chaſte- F- 
ned with blowes; others nor ſo notorious (but yet 
of dangerous conſequence) may be chafticed with 
ſome with-drawing of wonted kindnefles and : 
ruſt : but for the moſt faults, a reproofe ſhould 
ſerue the turne ; and euer the quantitie of ſeueritic 
muſt follow the degrees and kinds of finne, not the 
diſprofic or ill effets thereof to ones efjare;ſo ſhall 
a man obſcrue iuftice, by being moderate in requi- ; 
ting his wiues euill deſernings, if ſhee delerue } 
1 euil!, . 
But another part of iuftice,in recompencing,is, | 6d dudemnſ? 
that the good | or goenot athnrans  maos EEE 
wards and commendations muſt be giuen, to cn- | wel «: bad re- 
creaſe the good things that are in the wife, as well | /****- 
as reproofes, to diminiſh the euill. S/omon ſaith, 
4 that the husband of the good wite ſhall praiſc her: | Pro.31.28.z1, * 
and againe he faith ; giue her of the labour of her x 
hands. A man muſt giuc his wife to vnderſtand 
by words of comfortable approbation, what out 
content he takes in her good and dutifull behaui 
our. He muſt animate and incourage her to a per- 
petuitie of pleaſing and loyall carriage, by ſome ] 
ſpeciall curteſies, as gifts or the like, in which hee 
knowes, that ſhee will moſt delight:for the cheare- 
full countenance, amiableneſke, affableneflc, and li- 
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of as great content, as any thing inthe world,next 
| to the fauour of God. She muſt not want this hart- 
ning in well doing; the ſand muſt be goodded (ac- | F 
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| band mutt ye his gight cic, as well as his left ; and 
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inferiour rakes heart to obey, when hc: fees obedi- 


; uender, and the beſt that is will quickly tire : bur 


 eth,and healeth not,making things worſe, not bet- 


cording to the country phraſe), as well as plowed 
and harrowed, elſe itwill bring forch very little but 
weeds, Due commendations and rewards , doe 
nouriſh dutic and obedience. Euery realonable 


ence well rcſpe&ted. Spurre an Horſe withour pro- 


feede him well, and in-que feafon, and then fpur- 
ring in ume,will make him goe fafter, So the huſ- 


hearten dutie, aswell as dif-hearten finne ; good 
things mutt be commended, as well as ewyll amen- 
ded; vertue cheriſhed;as weilas vice checked ; and 
of all things the husband muſt moſt loath to be of 
the cuill nature of a flie,thar ſtill ſeekes agauled or 
bare place to blow his maggots vpon;and to prick- | 


rer, by intemperatenefle in finding fault : for no- 
thing is morediſtaſtefull in a ſuperiour, than to be 
euermore chiding and chafing : nothing is more 
baſe, than to be a continuall ſpie-fault, and to bee 
alwaies nibling, where the skinne is off; and it is 
an high degree of vnrighteouinefle,to looke onely 
to the worft things, Muſt not 1uſtice giue cueric 
man his due? pratſe to whom praiſe, as well as re- 
proofe,to whom reproofe is duc?The moſt righte- | 
ous God marketh the righteovinefle of his fer- 
uants.to recompence them according to the clean- 
nes of their hands bctore him (as Dewid fpeaketh), - 
H.ne we not gratious promiles,ailiuring to all vp. | 
richrnefic and fidelitic, as well astetrivie threats to 
aftrighe from finne 2 Dothnot Chrilt hearten his 
71 Churclr 
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Church,by.the confolations of-his Word apd1pi- 
rit, as well as chaſtea it with divers chaſlicements 
if need require ? 'Mcn muſt imitate Cliritt in go- 
ucrning,it they will gonerne happily, And this be 
that doth nor, ſhall ncuer "es ry y witha 
wite, but ſhall make his owne life tedious together 
with his wiues : for to bee alwates chic/mng, 1s no 
lefle vexation than to be alwaies chidden, It a man 
be left eyed and left handed, that can neither ſee 
nor feele good qualities, becauſe he is ſometimes 
nctled with the cuill ; it he letthe good goe vnre- 
garded and vnzewarded, being diſcredited by the 
euill z it he haue no leaſure-to ſee any thing well, 
becauſe he ſees divers things amifſe yelits will fill 
:hem both full of endlefle diſcontentment, this 


;u'1}} make his loue xo decay,ang in ceaſing to loue, 


he ſhall ccate to bee-loued, This will make him 
ſower and crabbed, and withall to allow himſclte 
inhis fowerneſſe, This alfo will make the wiues dt 
firit heartlefe in being good, becaifſe good deeds 
are ill conſidered of; at laſt deſperat in euil! doing, 
hecaiiſe well or 11], all 1s one, they are ſtil] rated at, 


{til frowned vpon. So both feede vpon the lower | 


of marriage, and let the ſweerte paſle by, and this i s 
the bane of loue on both ſides, cauſing perpetuall 
zarres, Priuic heart-burnings, ſecret diflikes, and ar 
laſt alſo open, contention, and an irreparable 
breach betwixt them... VVherefore if - ever thoy 
wilt live happily in matrimony, feede vertue,nou- 
riſh obedience,confirme allgood qualities, water 
and refreſh the tender buds of thrift, dutifulnefle, 
and other graces which begin to budforth, and to 
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| appeare a lirtle aboue ground, Confider what 
d thou enioyeft by thy wife, as well as what 
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trouble ; what comfort ſhee affords thee, as what 
comber ; what vertues ſhe fhewes, as what vices ; 
what goodnefſe,as well as what badneſſe, that thou 
mayeft ſtrengthen the one, as well as weaken the 0. 
ther ; yea, let thy wite ſee, that thou doſt much 
more willingly looke vpon the beſt things, and 
much more often remember them, and that thou 
hadſt much rather be telling*of her good, than of 
her euill, and making much of her, than reprehen- 
ding : for doubtlefle when all is done, experience 
ſhallproue it, that the ſweete hearbes grow faireſt 
and ſafeſt in the Sun-ſhine ; and many a wife had 
beene very good, if the husband could haye ſeene 
and foſtered a little goodnefſe at the firft. And ſs 
| much of the husbands iuſtice in gouerning, 


C H A Pe X l. | 
Of wiſedome. 


| dome, the of gouernment, which 
muſt —_ alſo to keepe iuſtice in her 
lace : for 

| a neere pour z one will draw on anot 
none can live without their fellowes. This wiſe- 
dom is as the ſtern of authoririe, which muſt guide 
it in an cucn- and a ftcady courſe, that it nei- 
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ther daſh vpon flauiſh feareas a recke on the left | 
| hand, nor vpon contempr, as a dangerous quick- 
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fend on the right hand. Theprincipall <6 of wil. 


dome,is to behaue ones ſelte ſo vprightly,rhat loue 
and reuerence may not interfere, and the one cut 
and deſtroy the other, Iris hard of an inferiour ſo 
familiar,to be loued and not {lightly ſer by, if ones 
carriage be kind and familiar ; harder, if ones be- 
hauiour be more graue and reſcrued, to be reue- 
renced, and not ſlauifhly feared and hated. Pru- 
dence therefore muſt manage all things fo, that ir 
may keepe theſe. two affeCtions in their due tem- 


per, free trom exceſſe, and free from defe@, that a: 


man may doe good according to the dignitic of 
his place : foraffeftions will cafily fall foule cach 
vpon other, and wound one the other, to the mu- 
tuall ouer-throw of both, Loue will turnefeare in- 
to aſlender and ſlithy reſpe@t, feare will turne loue 
into hatred and deſpite : but diſcretion mult fo 
ſerue the turne of both in due time and ſeaſon, that 
both may be preſerued in their due meaſure a 
working, More particularly, wiſdome muſt giue 
rules for the right ordering of authoritic, in gene- 
rall firſt, and then in particular of cach part of it, 
Firſt then in generall, it is a maine partef wil- 
dome it an husband,ro conforme the vſe of his au- 
thoricie to the diſpoſition of his wife,to which purs- 
poſe he muſt labour muchrto become thorowly ac- 
quainted with the temper of his wiues mind. There 
is great difference of womens natures, Some are 


more ſiffe, ſome more pliant, ſome will bee more | 


caſily ruled, ſome with more dithcultie, fore re- 
quire pore ſharpnes, athers wil be better wrought 


vpon with geneleneſſe\, and the maſter-picce of | 


wiſdome | 


| 19 
| 


The vſe of wiſe 
dome to keepe 
lowe #nd feare 
in due temper, 


The firſt rule of 
wildome ro 
=_ the wines 
ſpofirior.,and 
con/erme bins. 
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wiſdome is,to frameal commandements,reprofes, 
rewards fitly th the conditions of the party. Euen 
as he thar 15 $0 ride an horſe, muſt make his bridle 
fit for the mouth of the poore beaſt, a ſnattle for 
> one, a bit for another ; an hard and heauy bit for 
 one,a leſſer and lighter for another, for euery bri- 
| dle will not agree to the mouth of cuery beaft. In 
| like caſe jtfareth with women ; ſome will be ſoo- 
© ner perfwaded than compelled,and ſome contrari- 
} ly ; which diuerfitie of difpoſitions if a man marke 
f not to frame himſelfe thereafter, he ſhall create to 
| himſelfe and to his wife, a great dceale 6f vnneceſſa- 
ry labour and cumber, A loft, tender, and gentle 
 natured woman, muſt be dealt withall more ten- 
| derly za rough, boyſterous and high ſpirited wo- 
man with more ſterneflſe and ſeueritie , whether 
a man command or reproue,or whatſoeuer elſe he 
dothor ſpeakerth. And in this caſe an husband muſt 
not follow his owne inclination,butbend and bow 
himſelfe to the temper of his wife. Phyſitians giue 
| notthe ſame phyſicke to all bodies, and preſcribe 
not ſuch druggs as they haue neareſt hand, bur as 
are beſt beficting the patients body, Thoſe allo that 
| deale in merrals, giue not the ſame heate to cuery 
| mettall ; Lead will be ſooner, and with more caſe 
| melted; Iron muft haue more coales & more blow- 
ing, The husband muſt diligently obſerue by his 
wiues actions, whether ſhe be Lead, or Tinne, or 
| Iron, or Steele,or of what mertall ſhe is made : for” 
no man can doe any buſineſle well, valefle he have 
ſome knowledge of the nature of the fuffe, which 
isto be the ſubie& of his worke z ſo muſt a gouer- 
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nour know the conſtitution of thoſe that are ynder 
his goucrnment, and behaue himſelte rowards 
them differently,according as they differ. As they 
are more giuen to gricue or chafe, robce deiected 
or to be careleſle, ſo muſt a man meaſure out his 
ations,and the manner of them,that he may moſt 
heale(and leaſt prouoke) thoſe paſſions, wherewith 
the woman is moſt apr to be ouer-come, Neither 
will this proue impoſſible toattaine, conſidering 
' that the continuall occafion of conuerſing roge- 


Z | ther,will afford meancscnow of informing a mans 
| | ele in this point, if hee take bug any reaſonable 


| heede thereof. The Smith that is ſtill cenuecrſant 
about iron,can well tell the remper of iron, when 
a ſtranger in thattrade would be to ſeeke ; experi- 
ence teacheth al men to know the proper qualities 
of rhoſe things thatare much vnder their hands. 


; and ſce her vp-ſitting and downe-rifing, and know 


| | herwhole priuate carriage,cannot wane meanes of 
| knowing her conſtitution, and then to order him- 
 felfaccordingly:though it aske pains, yetwill it not 
| | be impoſſible, if (confeſling it a duty) hee pray the- 
| Lordofheauen to furniſh him with diſcrerion to 
: | diſcharge the ſame, Saint Petey points all men to 


this part of diſcretion, when hee would hauc it to 
bee conſidered by all men, that the woman is the 
weaket veſſel]; meaning, ſubie& ro more naturall 
imperfections than the man z and the proportion 
of that precept, holds alſo in regard of the diftc- 
rence of the natures of women ainongſt them- 
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So the man that is tied ro a woman for terme of 
life, and muft dwell in the ſame home with her, 
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| conceitednes.Chriſts wiſdome therefore ſhewes it 


| if they ſhould receiue fo great kindnefle and com- 


ſelfe a man of knowledge in dwelling with his 


ſelues, ſome being weaker than ſome. Wherefore 
in this matter muſt the husband indeed ſhew him» 


wife. To handle a glaſle like a pint pot,is childiſh; 
yea, to handle a fine Venice glafle, as rudely as a 
thicke greetie glafſe, which is nothing of fo fine a 
making. And in this pointalſo, the example of our 
Sauiour Chriſts goucrnment , may become our 
precedent : for he doth well confider,as the nature 
ot all the members of his myſticall body (for they 
beall but duſt,and full of frailties) : ſo the particu- 
lar nature of each of them : by which it comes to 
paſſe,that ſome arefuller of infirmities than others: 
{o he exerciſeth ſome more, ſome lefle ; to one hee 
ſheweth more lenitie, to another more ſcueritie : 
ſome he puts to harder ſeruices, other to lighter : 
ſome he chaſticeth with outward calamiries, ſome 
with inward tentations, euen as he knowes him- | 
ſelte, how euery ones eſtate will beſt beare, and 
doth moſt require. If ſome ſhovid haue thoſe ad- 
uerficies that their neighbours feele, they would 
proue extreamely diſcouraged ; it others ſhould 
enioy the ſame comforts, that ſuch & ſuch of their 
brethren doe, they would be ſtarke drunken with 


ſelfe, in mixing a fic cup of conſolation or affliftion 
for euery ſoule, Euery husband muft carefully imi- 
tate our Saujours example ; and marke what will 
beſt ſort with his wiues making : for if fore wo- 
men ſhould be reproued fo often and ſharply as 0- 
thers,they would be quite diſ-heartned ; and ſome 


menda- 


mendations as others, would 
with pride. Now the art and «kill of gouernmenr 
muſt moderate all things according to the nature 
of the gouerned : and this is it that.maketh ir fo 
hard a piece of worke to gouerne wel: but(as I ſaid 
| before) the Lord (thetgiuer of wiſdome) will not 
| bee niggardly to them, that craue this gilt at his 
hands, Wherefore all yee husbands know for a 
certainty,thar it ſufficeth you nor to be iuſt,vnleſſe 
you alſo be diſcreete. Thy commandemenes may 
perhaps be not valawfull in themfelues, but vnfar 
for thy wife ; and then though thou mayeſtnot be 
charged with vnrighteouſneſle, yet thou canſt not 
eſcape the imputation of folly, and that alſo is a 


finne. Some man thinkes, that his wife ſhould do | 


all, and rake all, as hee fees fuch and fucha mans 
wife, and accordingly he catrics himſelfe towards 
her, and lookes to finde at her hands, not confide- 
ring that one laſt will not ſerue for euery ſhooe. 
And in this caſe, while moſt men will doe as their 
neighbours doe,and looke,that their wiues ſhould 
do as their neighbours wiues, they fill their houſes 


fullof contention ; yea, magy whileſt they follow |. 


their owne paſſions, and runne as their preſent 
moode doth drive them forward, do vrtterly ouer- 
throw the peace of their families, becauſe they will 
not doe and ſpeake what is fitteſt for their wiues 
eſtate , but what holdeth moſt agreement to their 
owne humours, Now be aduertiſed (tor the hel- 
ping of many euils) that you muſt liue jwith your 


wiues, not alone as men of righteouſneſſe, but as 


men of knowledge alſo. And this is one rule of 
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prudence in generall , to know and obſerut the 


wines diſpoſition. Another is to chuſe fic circums-- 


ſtances for commandements, reproofes, rewards, 


and all the acts of power or authoritie, viz, firſt, a. 


fit time, then a fit place for theſe are the moſt no- 
table circumRances of all ations, and ſuchas doe 
moſt require our moſt heedfull obſeruation, For 
time : there is firft time for reproouing, comman- 
ding,commending, and all other afttons : and a-. 


gaine, a time which is very vnſeaſonable for ſome, 
or for any of them; and to ſet downe particular di-' 
rections, for that which admits of almoſt infinite | 
varictie, isa taske (I ſuppoſe) cuen altogether im-. 


poſſible to diſpatch, Whertore in groſle, two rules 
muſt heere be ſtood vpon, which will eaſily keepe 
outall notorious inconueniences, in regard of this 
circumſtance of time, Theſe rules (I contefle) had 
moſt needebe obſerued in matter of reprouing or 


' chaſtifii ng, thatbeing a thing wherein moſt wari- 


nefle had need to be vicd. becaule it is moſt apt to 
be taken in ill-part;and becaule (as it is moſtneed- 
full,and if it ſpeed well does very much goo.3).ſo a 
lictle thing will hindge thefruit of ir, and make it 
proue very dangerous. Wherefore in admini- 
ftring it, moſt diſcretion had need to be vſed, that 
it poyſon not in ſteadvof healing, But yer inall the 


other parts of gouerning, the ſame rulesare {> vni- 


uerſally neceffary, that much miſchiefe will grow 


ina family, for want of obſeruing them. A com- 
mandement vntimely giuen, may do asmuch hurr 
as a blow; and an vnſcaſonable precept may proue 


aspernicious, asan vnſcaſonable reproofe. But ler 
| | | vs 
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doing of any a& of gouernment, Now as in this | 


pertainerh, namely, the perſon that exerciſeth it, 
and the perſon rowards whom ir is exerciſed ; ſoa 


| time of reprouing or commanding, &c. muſt bee, 
| choſen agreeable to the diſpoſition and ſufficien- 


cic of borh,and it muſt be then vſed, when he is fit 
to vie it well, and ſhee to take itwell. Firſt then, 

when a mans ſelfe is quier, in tune, free from much 

anger or gricfe, or other like perturbation ; then 
way he witely. command, reproue,or doc any other 
like thing,as occaſion ſhall offer it ſelf, that being a 
ſeaſon,when in al likelyhood(if at any time)he ſhal 
doe it well. But when anger boyleth Within,when, 
rage hath filled his veines, when choller hath daik- 


ned his vnderſtanding, & mutitled vp the ey&oh his 


iudgement;then is he to take paines with hirmſelfe, 
to bring himſclfe into due temper againe ; and till 
that be done, to forbeare the exerciſing of any. part 
of: his authoritie, vnleſſc he will diſgrace.himſelfe 
through that faujtinefſe, which cannor but flow 
from the ouer-ruling of fuch pafſions, A man that 


0 . . i 
| caſe there are two perſons to whom this authority | 


| 
| 


— — — 


is hot and burning withthe violence of wrath, will : 


command thar, whicthimſelfe in his more quiet 
moode, will plainly ſce and confefſe to be very in- 
conuenient z he will reprouc for that, which after 
the fitis ouer, his 0wne heart will-fay, deſerucd no 
reproofe ;z and he will doe all things wich ſuch cur- 
ted,vndecent, vnſauory ſpeeches and geftures, as 
will vtterly marre the faſhion: of all his aCtions. 
The skiltulleſt Carpenter, or other Artificer that 
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is, ſhall yet bungle and worke very vbskilfully, if 
when his head is light and wefty withdrinke, hee 
take his axe or plane, or other tooles in hand. Cer- 
tainely ſtrong pafſions diſorder a man, as much as 
ſtrong drinke ; and their vnruly violence doth as 
much difable him, from conſidering what is fat, as 
can the fumes of wine or ale, No man can doe 


| any worke well, if in his hand, arme or ſhoulder, 


ſome bone bee diſplaced : and as for diſtempered 
affeions, they doe nothing elſe bur put the mind 
and (oulc out of ioynt; that therefore is no conue- 
nicnt time of working with them. In wrath a man 
ſhall ſpeake, not what is fit for the occafion, but 
what is agreeable to his paſſion; not what the mat- 
ter requireth, but what his ill affected heart doth 
carry him tozand as licour will ſauour of the cake, 
ſo will all a mans words and geſtures, of thoſe his 
inward perturbations,. It cannot be wiſdome for 
| a man to ſet about a buſinefſe, wherein the vie of 
wiſdome is needfull, arſuch times as hee hath loſt 
| his wiſdome. Now anger and forrow,and the like, 
areſoquite contrary to wiſdome, when they, bee 
come to fome extremitie, that when one enters in- 
to the heart, the other departerh our. A man 1s out 
of his wits in thefe firs : for anger is a ſhort mad- 

nefſe,and how.can a mad man rule well? wherefore 
when a man feeleth the fier of paſſions inkindled 

within, then let him give himſelfe to quench his 


him forbeare to endeauour the direCting or corre- 
Qing of others,and ſet himſelfe on worke to direct 
and corre&himſelfe, and to bring his owne ſoule; 
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in frame, then ſpeake to none butto God, and to 
thy ſelfe :to thy ſelfe in reproofes for fo farre ouer-. 
. ſhooting thy ſelfe : ro God in prayer, to giue thee | 
ſtrength againſt ſuch corruptions. Sicke men 
; keepe home, and attend their healtly, and forbeare 
' working for the time of their ſickrieſſe, or the fits 
thereof. Afſjcke mind will asill performe a worke 
of this nature (whereof we ſpeak)as a ſick body can 
. difpatcha bodily labour, Wherefore now keepin, 
and rake the phyficke of ſome wholzſome mediti- 
tions, and hauing recouered the health of thy 
mind,thy right wies;/then thou maicſt againe-with| 
- profit returne vnto thy worke of ruling. He-thar 
will not be ruled by this counſel], I will ſend his 
thoughes vnto a thing, that ſhall moſt linelyly re- 
preſent himſclfe vnto himſelfe. Did you neuer ſce 
a drunken man on horſe-backe ? hane you. not | 
marked his il-ordered ordering, of the poor rea- | 
' ſonlefle (but ſober) beaſt vnder him > Sometimes 
; he gallops amaine, to the danger of-breaking his. 
| owne neck,or his horſes; then of a ſudden he ftops 
| ſhort without any cauſe; then heſſpurs on againe, 
and againe heſtops : now he fetcherh a triske one 
way, and now another ; now goes forward; then 
turnes backward , and at euery tine is little 
leſſe then quite beſides the ſaddle, neither can the 
beſt paced, quiereſt, and beſt managed horſe in thy | 
whole world tel how' to carry himfelfe fo, as to | 
give the welty rider content, //Juft fo it 4s. wirtran | 
angry man, or a man other waies impaſſonated; | 
| toward his inferiouts ; he will hauerhis, and hen | 
| that, andanon diſlikes both; heſtampsandyawles, | 
ty | T 


an} | 


I em in 


T——— —— —<w— 


Rn . at. A 
thrnnmnan—dds Pe SSEOIEY <—_—_— 


. 
” a a 
. 


* #5, Ah "- " 3 
4 be G $,- : 
%."P3- de MX. F % 


IVF. SS"Y A, 
JO TRACS 


mw + k i pe: ar: " « *; $ L wy 7 
vrnf ,£ poorly? lr FREE Gay En eS- 

E & Fond b K NT EY 

% Pine 4: wy. A - 


* a gw OA A g 
< > x36 Lf 68 4 
DF ies td os 64 oy 
be. Dee LT... 
DS 9» "LG 


| OG | A Bride: baſh, 


0 — 


| greater faulr, in reproning a lefler (or perhaps no 
+ taults) he makes eucry thing worſe,and not better, 


1q 


| himſelfe and his wife rono purpoſe. It hee chide 


— 7 


and ſpeaketh halfe words, and broken ſentences, 
and imperfe&t Engliſh, ſo that hardly can a man 


concciue of his meaning, and himſelfe is not able 


| for this, and chides for that and will not be con- 
tented with any anſwer, nor any ſubmiſſion ; then 
nothing will content or fatisfie-: ſpeaking is ſauci- 
neſſe, ſtlence is ſullenneſſe, eucry thing is miſcon- 
ſtrued, euery thing miſtaken; and thus he troubles 


then, his reprehenſion holdeth no proportion to 
the offence, but is for euery ſmall fault out-ragious, 
as was the heart from whence it came. So hedif- 

graccth himſclfe, and not the fault and maketh his 
| wife condemine him, and'not condemne her (elfe, 
becauſe hee ſpeaketh not what is fir, but what hee 
likes ; not what is ſutable to the fault, bur what a- 
grees to his owne diſtemper: and by committing a 


And(ina word)che ifſucis,that within an houre or 
two after, hee hath cauſe to hide his head within 
ſhime, and' to bliſh before his owne conſcience, 
for hisfinfull and abſurd ſpeeches and behauiours; 
then if he command any thing , his commande- 
| mentsarc likely farre out of ſquare; and in a mood 
he will needs haue that done, which after himſelfe 
cannot chooſe but bee ſorry tor - and ſo crooked, 
| —— recling, is his whole 

chaujour, that never did drunken rider more vn- 
-rowardly fit on horſe backe, than he behaues him- 


4 ſelfe tn his gouernment, Wherefore as wiſe a man, 


if; 


Cuee,ir, 


ro ſay,what himſelfe would haue ; then he chides | 


———— __——_— 


| the buſincsof doing acts of authoritie co another, 


. | pafſhons will grow by exerciſe, and be calmed by 
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if he feele his head a lirtle giddy, will rather lye 
| downe to ſkepe, than ſet his foote inthe ſtirrup, 
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and (vnleſſe he be ſo farre ouer-gone with drinke, 
' asnot to perceiue his ownediſtemper) he goes to | 
| bed then,and conſiders,that another time will doe | 
| better for a journey : ſo let every wiſe man thinke | 

in caſe of wrath and angcr (and fo will he thinke, if 
' anger haue not too farre prevailed within him), 
| this is no ſeaſon of admoniſhing or direCting, now 


it is beſt to lay the paſſion to ſleepe, and to putoff 


; and afifter opportunitie. In truth in this reſpet 
| alſo,the matter is much alike berwixt an angry and 
'\a drunken man, He that is quite ouercome with 
| drinke,is neuer more full of words(bur likely they 
| be broken and clipt words), than when he knowes 
' not how to bring out one ready and plaine word; 
| and never moreapt to be medling, than when hee 
| can hardly ſtand vprighr vpon his feete wv 
' man ouer-come with paſſion, is very prorhpt to be 
ſpeaking, chiding, commanding, when bis wrath | 
will hardly giue him leaue to bring forth a pertet 
ſentence, or diſtin word ; but & more apt to 
ſpeake, the more, vnable to ſpeake well, VWhere- 
fore it were wiſdoeme in this caſe,the more carcful- | 
' ly toreſtraine himſelfe, by how much his diſtem- 
; per doth more carneſtly thruſthim forward: for 


; reſtraint. VVherefore if thou beeft an husband,rake 
; this aduice ; authoritic cannot bee well managed, 
| but by the hand of wiſdome, therefore vndertake 
[mn to exerciſe it, when wildome is baniſhed ; goe | 
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welkas bis; will make him vnable to doe jt well. A 
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not abour ſuch a work, burwhen thy heart is quiet, 
thy indgemenccleare, thy mind fetled, and when 


| thou artthy felte ; then ſhew thy wite her duty, 
| then ſay what thou wouldeſt haue, "then tell her of 
| her faults, cle. neuer fhah thou make her ſee her 
| duty, or amendherfjants. Inaword' neict goc a- 
. bout to indge of eolours, when a moarh is in-cdiy 
| cye. (And thus muſt good husband keept titde; 
| in regard of himſclic. F FLY £ 


He muft likewiſe obſcrue due ſeaſons in regard 
of tis wife,thote,namcly,whcrein ſhe i$capable of 
receiuing information, or reproofe, If The bee not 
fir to heare, as wel! as'himſcite to viter good and 
wholſome words,the labour of vttering them-muſt 
needs be loſt, When ſhe is-quiet,chearefull, well- 
pleaſed, free from exceſſtue gricte, apger, paine, | 
fickneſſe. (which diſpoſe the loule baionjor 0+ | 
ther-like vexations:z thenisa: due'time of telling 
her of a fault, 0t-withing herto doe'or forbeare; 
what a man would haue done or forborne :elſe her 
paſſions will make her as vnable to take auy thing 


good huſwife (you know) willlobke, that the veſſel 
ve tweet, into which ſhe _ godFliquor. A 
reproofe or direGton to the wite, is like good li: 
quor ; if the wiues heart befuſty (as tt were) with 
wrath-or gricfe;orthe like,the ſpeeches are loſt and 
matred, that are ſpoken to her at that time,'N6 
nian (vnleſſe himmſelfe be drunken) will tand chi- 
ding, admoniſhing, perſwading a drunken man: 
bur firſt we get them co ſleepe ourtheir wine; and 
when chey bee fober, wee follow themwith 'good 

© : counſel]. 
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counſell. And doubtleſſe wah or ericfe, or any 
ſtrong'paſſion, doth as much irtoxicate theſou! e, 
and obſcure the iud gement, and hinder the oper:- 
t1015 of right reaſon,as any the ſtrongeſt drinke or 
wine 1a the world, An ouer-angry, or Ouer-grie- 
ucd foule, will no more ſee or gonkeilea fault, ac- 
cept an admonition, marke good counſell, receiue 
good dircctions, chan a drunken man ; and ſo it 
can beno d iſcrerion, to beſtow words on a woman 
then, when it is not poſſible they ſhould doc her 
700d, A potion muſt not be g1uen vpon a full ſto- 
Tacke:no Pilot will ſet out ofthe azwwen,and hoylſc 
vp faile jn a mighty tempeſt + neicher ſhould any 


be commandt: 12 or chi4ing his wife, when a ſtrong | 


rempeſt of paſſion lies on her mind, and when her 
| ftomacke is full of diſt: -mpered perturbations. Let 
' the mind be calne,che indgemem cleare, the ſoule | 


quiet, and then cait in good words, as good ſecede | 


rnto oround, that is plow#d and m anured ,and we:l , 
firted for the ſecde. And he that cannotmoderac 
himfſelfe in this wiſe towards his wife, ſhall o*cn 
make three orfoure faules, in ſpeaking of one ;and | 
make a iatre and a breach by giuing that comn:ai- 
| dement, which at another time would bee quictly | 


accepted, and withoutrepining, For the woman | 
in ſuch cafe will iudge of cuery thing, not accor- 


ding as it" is indeede, but as it ſeemeth to her di- 
ſtempered iudgement, which (as an eyethat loo- 
kerh through a glafle of a greene(or other like) co- 
lour, eſteemes all things of the ſame colour with * 


the elaſſe, ſo) maketh all things beare a ſemblance | 


of diſtemper to her-ward,becaule it ſelle 1s diſtern- 
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pered ; then ſhe miſconſtrues what cuer is done or 
ſaid, as if it proceeded from hatred and ill-will, 
from diſlike of her perſon,from diſreſpect, and nor 
louing her, and nothing can be fo warily ſpoken, 
but ſhe will picke a quarrell at it ; then every bur- 
den ſeemcrh to heg heauy, and cuery word harſh; 
then can ſhe relliſh nothing well, becauſe the pa/= 
late of her ſoule is imbirtered and out of rafte;then 
can ſhe ſce nothing right,becauſe the duſt of paſſt- 
on hath pur out her eyes; nor heare any thing well, 
becauſe anger and ſadnefle haue ſtopped vp her 
cares; ſo inthis caſe a man ſhall take as fooliſh and 
bootleſle paines, as if he were to ſpeake toa deafe 
'body, or ſhew a thing to be ſeene of him that had 


noeyes io ſee it, Wherefore in this caſc the huf- | 


Rm 


bands worke muſt be, to frame himſelfe to ſuch be- 
hauiour, as may aſſwage her heate, and bring her 
mind backe to moderation ; and when ſhe hath 
her right ſenſes againe ro giue him hearing, then 
let him open his mouth to ſpeake thar, rhar ſhall 
be needfull.Doe not aske me(ina kind of diſdaine) 
whether thou ſhalt ſuffer her to goe away with the 
laſt word, I tell thee it is a moſt vndecent thing to 
ſee a rnan contend with his wife, who ſhall ſpeake 
moſt and laſt, VVhact is this, but to fall on plaine 
ſcolding with her ? Better that ſhe ſpeake laſt,than 
both ſpeake fooliſhly ; and better that ſhe talke a- 
lone, than that thouby talking,ſhouldſt be caſt in- 
tothe ſame phrenzie : for it is extreamely difficule 
to talke with an angry body, and not grow hot'for 
company;walke not with an angry man (faith Sale 


——__ — 


| 


mop), left thou learne his waies. You may ſce,that 
| anger | 
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A Bride-baſh. 
anger alfo is a catching diſcaſe, if a man bue con- 
uerſe with one yhat is infe&ted with it : but to con- 
tend withan angry man, and to bandy fpceches 
with him that is inraged, and not bee at length as 
| full of anger and furicas himlſelfe, thistis veterly 
impoſſible, And thus a man infeQeth himſelfe, in 
ſtead of healing his wife; and breedeth a flat quar- 
rell, for want ot alittle patient differring ; and fo 
| the Phyſitian and the patient be falne together by 
the cares abour taking the potion, than which,can 
there be a more vnbeſeeming, and ridiculous ſpe- 
acle ? Take counſcll therefore of wiſe Safomer, 
who faith, that a foole vtters all his mind (he layes 
' it vpat anytime, if he be a lirtle ſtirred, as it he did | 
vomit vp his words,and not ſpeak them);but a wiſe | 
| man will keepe it in till afterwards : Meaning, if | 
| either in regard of his owne indiſpoſition, or ſome 
other cauſe in the hearers, hee perceiue the ſcaſon 
not to ferue. A toole is with child of his words, of 
which he muſt be deliuered , or he breakes in pie-_ 
ces, A wiſe man beareth his words in his miad,not | 
as an heauy burden on his backe (which he muſt | 
caſt downe of neceſlitic, becauſe he can hold ic vp | 
no longer},but as he dotha iewell}n his pocket, or | 
money in his purſe, which he can both hold in,and 
| draw forth, as reaſon tells him, there is vic and | 
cauſe, Wherefore now, as thou lookeſt, that cue- | 
ry other thing ſhould be fir to receiue the things, 
that thou wauldft put into thew, the veſfcll the li- 
uor, the ground the ſecede, the cheſt the clothes, 
the houſe & gueſt and other likeſo take care, that 
thy wiues heart be fixto entertaine thy direions 
b or 
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- griete, or ſowred with diſcontent. Enery man is a | 
. foole in his firs of paſſion,and S4/omen hath ſpoken 


| forthe rules of wiſdome, in regard of the time of 


| taſtefulneſle, be'txercifed in prinate betwixt them 
| two, Viz, reprooving and commanding of things, 
. thatin likelytood may be againſt the minde of the 
, wife,or the like : but ſecondly, what parts are plea- 


_ of nature (as the giuing of commendations, re- 
- wards, or eaftecommandements) be done alſo, as. 
; occaſion ſerneth in-publike before others. For haxd | 


| 
The fitteſt place | 
for reproofes, or | 


d-ments 15 
'T }44te. 


| or admonitions, and that there be roome for them 
' in her mind, before thou ſend them thither for lod- 


WIFI" F CET Roe emo a ut. —_— Sl. 


ging. Looke that ſhe be quiet, well-pleafed, pacifi- 


cd ; not leauened with wrath, or imbittered with 


it once for all ; Speake net inthe eeres of A foole, leſt 
he deſpiſe the wiſdome of thy words. And fo much 


performing a&ts of gouernment. . | 
Another circum{tance of moment, is that of 

place, about which wiſdome would, that theſe | 

rules bg obſerued, Firſt,that what parts of gouern- 


ment doe = ber them any difficulty and dif- 


ting to her, orno way confary to the good liking 


commandements and reprehenfions, the ſecreteſt 

place is the moſt conuenient ; becauſe, if the wife | 
ſhould at firſt hearing. recetue them paſſionately, | 
no man might be acquainted with her paſſiqnarte- | 
neſſe, And becauſe ſhe may not haue the leaſt oc- | 
cafion of taking vp'that crooked conceite (which | 
will blaſt the fruiteof all good admonitions and di- | 
rections),that this heſpeaks to put her to diſgrace. | 
For matter of reproofe; we know, that loucis faid | 
ro couer 2/mulcitude of faults ; this ir doth, as by | 
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'by a number, wichout obſerving t 
by concealing from others ſo muchas is poff 
cuen thoſe which it cannot chuſe but obſerue. 
Sauiouralfo giues this rule for our conuerſation 
with our brethren, thatif we find them to haue gji- 


uen ſome feandal{now not a light, buta great fault |.. 


can deſerue the name of a ſcandall, or ſtumbling 
blocke, vnlefſe a man will ſhew himſelfe a child in 


| vnderſtanding,and ſtumble ata ftraw), we ſhould 
 firſtpriuately admoniſh him} Go and te him (faith 
- our Sauiour) betwixt hae and thee, Now if a neigh- 
| bour muſt be firſt dealt with all alone, and that for 
a ſcandall, how much more a wife, to whom more 
| loueis required, and therefore alſo more ſecrecie, 
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I" 


at ing once to be done to. our diſgrace, we are 


1 


and with whom there is ſo exceeding much op- 


| portunitie of ſolitarineſſe. This ſhall proue to the 


womans heart, that the husband carrieth a tender 
regard of her credit, and that hee ſpeaketh not to 
reproch, but to reforme hers which opinion will 
make an excellent preparation to the gentle inter- 
tainement of his ſpeeches. Euery man that hath a 
ſore legge or arme, deſires to haue it dreſſed ina 


chamber,not in the market place :: we would not.| 


| haue our 


rmities laid open,or ſores diſcouered 
with a witneſſe. Nature hath made vs all, eſpeci- 
ally women, icalous of our credits ; and if we take 


rather prouoked to doe worſe thereby, than indu- | 
ced to amend, . Now ſecrecy of reprouingand | 

commanding, doth giuc the wife affurance, that | 

hercredit is reſpected z openneſle makes her ima- | 

gine, that her reproch alone is aimed at, Henceir 
| | v_ 
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before company,where{oine may happen to laugh 
at her, others, to report them againe to her ſhame. 
\Vherefore if any thing be amifle,, whereof thou 
wouldeſt admonith thy wite,take her afide,and ler 
her heare from thee, when ſhe is well aſſured, that 
no carc ſhall be priuy to thy words but her owne, 
} If thou wouldſt hauc her to doe, or for beare agy 
{ thing, which thou thinkeſt will be diſpleaſing ro 


| 


| her ro heare, ſhew thy minde in priuate, and there 


perſivade, where thou mayeſt with more freedome 
ſpcake all that is fir to be ſpoken:and where(if ſomc 
| little heate ſhould ariſe betwixt you)it may not be 
. publiſhed to the hurt of your names, Ir may be 
: obicCted,that ſome women wil not feare to offend 
{Q publike, before the ſeruants, and children, and 
ſtrangers ; and whatthern ? ſhall the husband for- 


 fo'q wont notthis.prouc infectious to the behol- 
| ders ?and make them apt to follow the ſame trade 
; of cuill doing 2: Tanſwere : Thar if ſuch publike 
; faulrs fall out, a man mayſhew ins diflike ina pa- 
| tient manner of ſpeaking,and make it appeare, that 
' he doth not. winke at. his wiues faults.. But I an- 
| fwer againe, that in ſuch a caſe,he muſt be much in 
expreſſing griefe rather than anger,and muſt leaue 
the lawfull ſharpeneſlc, and (as Lmay call it) whol- 


— 


—— 


he giue her not the aduantage of replying)bybeing 


| tl carricd into fome abſurdity with her for company) 


—_— 
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. Neither 


is, that ſhe can hardly brooke diſtaſtefull pecches 


| beare to ſpeake to-tier, and lether goc away with it | 


| 


ſome launcing by a reproofe, till his wife and him- | 
ſelf bgtogether alone: and by that time, ſhee will 
ſhame to remember,how ſhe ouer-ſhot her ſelfe(t 
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Neither need aman feare the infe&ion of ſeruants | 
orchildren by faulrs thus healed in ſecrecic; for his | 
| preſent griefe,diflike,and patience,will work more . 
vpon them (conſidering the perſon), than if hee | 
ſhould fall on chiding ; and there will bee time e- | 
| nough after, in her abſence, to gine them warning | 
| of the finne intheirs, cuen to chide her ſharpely | 

tor hauing given fo bad an example; ſo they may | 

know, that a man hath reprooucd, though the | 
heate him notreprooue and this will well - was 
preuent the infe&tion that might come from her 
offence, VVherefore in no ſort is their fooliſhraſhe | * 
neſſe to be allowed , yea,ir is moſt ſharpely to bee 
-condemned.that(as if their ftomacks were ſurchar- 
ged with the admonitions or direQtions they haue 
| to giue, as with a vomit) muſt needes out with it | . 

who cucr ſtands by, euen before children and fer- 4 
 uants, and perhaps alfo ſtrangers, not hauing the | | ; 
witnor power to refraine themſclues, til a fit place, 0 

of priuatcneſſc may be gotten, They ſpcake in rage 
likely, that cannot waite for a conuenient place of 
vttering their ſpeeches, Heate of anger diſturbes 
the ſoule, elfe a man might cafily hold his peace 
rill the company were gone, fo they haue commit- | 
tcd two obſurditics at once, miſchoſen both the 
! timeand the place. And thus (as of oneabſurditie » | 
| yeelded to, a thoyſand will follow), more cuils in- | | 
ſue from theſe miſtakings : for the wifeeſteeming | | 
her ſelfe diſgraced, becomes chotericke by and by, 
and falls perhaps to iuſtifie the doing of thar, 
which is nor inftifiable, or to denie the doing of (ſ-. 
that, which elſe were nothing difficult to doe. This 
V_3 SAT |... | WD 
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| ' | (tche-company makes him fo tender of his reputa- | 
tion, that) hee cannot beare, bur is pronoked ro ' 
more heate, and becomes more ſharpe in reproo- | 
ving what he diſlikes, or earneſt in requiring what 
he dcfires, and ſtill the conceite of being reproch- | 
ed by ycelding,makes her turther off, by how:-much 
he 1s more vrgent,and the fame concett alſo makes 
him more vigent, by how much ſhe doth ſeeme 
further off, till in concluſion, that growes to aplain 
braule, fray or quarrell berwixt them,which ought. 
to haue beene a louing admonition, or a kind re- 
queſt. Had not theſe words been better well ſaued 
nll another: place, than ſo dangerouſly miſpent in 
this vnfit place to both their hurts, and both their 
difgraces ?. for doubtlefle as the head takes the 
knocke, if the heeles be kicked vp, ſo the husband | 
muſt needs diſcredit himſelfe , by procuring hi: 
wiues diſcredit in ſuch caſes, bole, >7tt 
Firteſt place for Thus now-you fee great reaſon; that difficult 
1574008 «977 | precepts or reproofes, and all the hard and rough 
* yort'ry ;;. | a&tsof authoritie, ſhould ſeeke a corner to hide 
fere»thers, | themſelues in, But now for commendations and 
rewards, and the like pleaſing things, let them bee 
giuen publikely inche hearing of others,as well as 
the wite- 3 onely ſo, that.it be-not done ironically, 
and by way of derifton;yerlet her haue the recom- 
pence of her dutifulneſſe caſtvpon her,when ſhe is 
abſent moſt abundantly z though not onely'then 
| for (czuen to the face of his wife) to make knowne 
how well he is contented with ſuch and ſuch good 
carriage of hers towards him, ſhall nothing disbe- 
j come the mouth of an husband, Itwill doe her 
L good | 
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| good:raheart,, evenfrommmdusbycrmanhybow” 
much good her quiet, modeſt, difcseete, duvfull, | 
obedienc carriage hath done himis: And:thoughic : 
be not ;a'matrer much to be wiſhed in other caſes, | 
co heare ones\elic praiſed yer the great deſire that 

the wifeought to-haue}'of apptoiiing her ſelfe to: 
her husband of giuing himall content, of winning 
| his affeCtions intiraly10-her {elfe, of commending; 

her ſelfe vnto his: very foule, may -well diſpence 

with herin this cafe; if (ſhe take lake to heare, 

how well the-is liked of him, of whom to be beſt li- | 
ked, it ſhould b& to-bet the greateſt worldly-hap- 

pinefſe. -1 would not haize beene bold to giue this 

aduice, but that Bathfheba giuesit.to her ſorine Sa- | 
Aamox(and he-was wiſe cnqugh to hauc eſpyed, if ic 
had nor: beene fit)., ſaying:, her husband ſhall 
praiſe her, and ſay; 44avy doughters bane done ver- | Prou,zr 28. {| 
tuonſly, but thou (and therefore you ſee it is ſpoken "2 
toher faec) doſt;farre excerge: them bll,; And after | © | 


hefaith ; Let ber workes pras/e her inthe gate: mea-. | 
ning tet them be there ſpoken: of to her commen- «| 
dation ; and if by others; than ſure by her qwne DE 
husban4 moſt of all. You ce, that God allowes a }-+.. | 
| kinde-of vertuous flattery/berwixt man;andwifes. | . | 
and he that would not haue one praiſe his friend + RY 
riſing carly, giues him yet allowance: to praiſe his : 
wife. to her very face. Onely letthe husband take | 
heede,that his praiſes of his wife before others bee - 
ſerious, and that he doe not reverſe them. after, || 
whenhe comes together alonewith-her:a and| ler 
him take heede, that the company be ſuch, as'will 
notrather enuy her praiſes,” or make ſome cuill vic | 
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of them, than doe her more honourfor them zand 


| friends and acquaintance ſhould heare, andall-bis' 


i-her,, it ſhall bee counted no offence, butrathera 
' Praiſe —_— vertue in' him. - And fo haue yoh 


j of authoritie in generall, Thoſe follow nexr,which 


ment, nor to things vnreaſonable and ridiculous, 


þ the head is not alwaies actually ſtooping vnto the 


{ ments in the ſmall buſineſſes of the lamily, norbe 


then he needenor.feare'to repay the recompence 
of his wiues dutifulneſſe;cither before her face, or 
behind her backe yreither in publike, or in private. 
It is good that a mans wife ſhould heare, and all 
his ſeruants and children ſhould heare, and all his 


neighbours and allies; how much good he ſpea- 
keth by her, whom God hath made ſodearc vnto: 
him; rhatthough he doe (after aſorr) doate vpon, 


thoſe rules of wiſdome, that concerne the cxerciſe | 
doe particularly concerne the marterof direction, 
which muſt looke partly to the things comman- | 
ded orforbidden, partly ro the frequency of com- 
manding, | | 

For the firſt,a man muſtnotabaſe his authority 
to two'ſorts of things, that are not worthie the 
ſame ; namely, to things, trifling and of no mo. | 


Birft then, let it bee regarded in commanding, | 
that the mans 'authoritie deſcend not vnto too 
meane and triuiall things, which arenot of any 
moment or importance iy the family. The life of 
the head muſt be deriued eucn vnto the feete ; bur 


foote; forthenthe body would grow crooked and | 
ill-ſhapen : ſ@ muft not che husband be charging, 
bidding, and intermedling by ftrickr commande- 
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. of heauen himſclte doth pleaſe to gocbefore ys.in | 
, opſeruing this decorum about. his commande- 
| ments,for he leaues many things indifferent, which 
 hepermits to thewillof men to doe therein, as 
they ſhall ſcecauſe 3 ſo muſt the husband leaue 
' ſome things inthe family to the- diſcretion of his. 
' wife, that his authoritic may notbe vnder-valewed, 
| becauſe of the triflingneſle of thoſe matters,abour 
\ which it is imployed. For if hee will be husband 

and huſwife, and all zand be dealing with brewing 


” 
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; and baking, and waſhing, and the particularitics | 


' of theſe and the like buſinefles, it. will come to 


paſſe, thathis wife can be helpetull in nothing, be- 
; cauſe he doth ingroſſe al things into his own hand. 
Therefore. Sa/omex tells vs, that the good huſwifc 
' doth ge a portion to Her maidens,' Things with- 
in dooxes, betwixt her ſelf and her maide-ſeruants, | 
. ſhould be left to her diſpoſing, that: ſhee may nor | 
| become either idle or heartleſſe; for want of im- | 
ployment, and a chearefull proceeding therein.” If | 
the husband will bid and' command ſoeagerly in | 
theſe things as if his whole eſt ue did'depend'vpon | 
ſcruing the {wine,and wathing the boule, &c :nhis 
folly, beſides that it imbaſerh his authoxitie , and 
makerh his word of no regard , doth alſo difcou- 
rage and prouoke his wie, as it he thought her fo 
childiſh, that the were able to doe nothing of her 
ſelfe, Intheſe things therefore, he ſhould permit / 
| kis wife to rule vnder him, and giue her leauc to 
| know more than himſelf, who hath weightier mai- 
ters, and more negrely touching the wel-tare of his 
| houſhoid | 
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| hbowſhold toexerciſc hizknowledge in. And if in 
| any of theſe marters;he ſhall mecre with.any difor- 
 der,it werea part of wiſdome in him to:aduiſe and 
counfell, rather than to charge and command. See 
' therefore that the matter be {ſo much worth, afore' 
| theiflay achargeconcerning itz! for he'tharfore- 
| uery light thing will be drawing outhis:comman- 
demenr;ſhall (to his griete)percei un atlcngrh,that 
it will be mach eſteemedin nothing, | 
Second!y that Secondly , ler him nener command ſenſcleſſc 
| ” pi »t | & vnreaſoonablethings,fuch Imeane as aregroun- 
Gable | ded meerelyvpon his tomackeand will, and vpon 
EL | no g06d reaſon beſides. :Snch. commandements 
will make hertake him foran heady ww and not 
a wiſe head ; and that conceit canneuet ariſe, but 
with the vtter ruine of her reuerence, and fo of his 
authoritie; For'a mano inforce his wife by the 
power of his authority,to take vp a feather,to wag 
a ſtraw,to light a candle at wrong end, or the like, 
becauſe forfooth he will haue it ſo and he wil make 
triall of her obedience, and ſhew by proofe,chat he 
is her maſtergexpoſeth himſelfe and/his place both 
ro extreame contempt, and in making it appeare, 
that heis maſterfull*ouer her body, he ceaſeth in- 
deede to be maſter 'oucr her heart, For in this caſe 
| the heart of the. wife muſt needs riſe againft her 
husband, thinking that hedoth nothing now, but 
etien vpbraide her-with her'inferioritic, and with 
a fooliſh oftentation, and pride, boaſt himſelfe of 
his authoritie, which'muſt needs cauſe irſceme to 
her an inſupportable burden.” Womenare apt e- 
nough to-denie obedience 'in thg moſt peaks 
an 
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and vſefull things; but in fond and abſurd things, 
commanded (alone to make rriall, who ſhall haue 
theviftorie) ſhe can neuer with good will ſubmic 
her felfe.I confeſſe indeed, that the woman ſhould 


| beſo perfectly lubiect, as to caſt her eyes alone vp- 
on the lawfulnefſe or vnlawtulneſſe of the thing 


— 


| commanded, asking no other queſtion, but whe- 
| ther it would offend God yea or no, But the hul- 
| band ſhould conſider further of the matter, and | 


looke, that whathe gtues in charge, be commodi- 


| ous and vſctull and (ich that himſelte can render a 
futhcient .cauſe; to make it appeare needfull to be | 
done, and {o may ſhew himſclfnot headdy and pe- ! 


remptory,but prudent and diſcreete. He that doth 
otherwiſe, ſhootes out his commandements, as 
children doe their arrgwes,on cock-height(as they 


_ call it), notatany marke, and then the arrow 'is like 
| enough to come downe vpon. his owne head. 
| Should a man of ripe yeeres behaue himſelfe fo 


childiſhly, as if he cared fornothing, but to make 
himſelfe ſport in goueming ? He that without rea- 
ſon enioynes his wife to do any thing, doth all one 


| aSifhe ſhould ride without a bridle. If ſuch a mans 


horſe be not exceeding gentle and well broken, he 
cannot chuſe but eicher runne out of the: way, or 
ſtumble and caſt the rider : fo the wife of ſuch a 
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tooliſh man mugt be of extraordinary meckeneſle | 


v 


and patience, otelſe ſhe muſi needs cicher rebell 
againſt him, or contemne him, or both, For the 


reaſons wherewith the commandement of any ſu- | 

periour comes backed, is as it were a bridle in the 

| hand of the inferiours iudgement, by which they | 
| X 


* eto 


may | 
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may checke and hold-jX\the violence of vnruly paſ- 
| fions (which will be ready to ſhew themſelues boi- | 
ſtrous, and rodemand,ſaying), Why ſhould I doe , 
this or that athis command ? The reaſon of the | 
commandement lends aide to the quelling of dif- 
obedience; and to the bringing of paſſions quickly | 
into ſubig&tion ; for then the inferiour hath to an- | 
| | ſwere himſelfe in his ownehheart, ſaying, VVhy | 
ſhould I take onthus ? there is good cauſe ypon 
ſuch and ſuch due confideration,that I ſhould not 
refyſe to doe ſuch things, Bur if this reaſon be wan- 
ting, cuena gentle natured woman 1s apt to proue | 
refra@tary ; and hardly can ſhee hold her heart fo | 
much vnder, but that it will mutinie at the leaſt, if 
not breake forth into open aGts of rebellion : tor 
hardly will che mans. bare will carry the force of a 
good reaſon to the wines conceite and vnderſtan- 
ding. Looke therefore that thou: nener bid thy 
wite doe any thing, which reaſon (and fiot onely 
wil!) hath not fiilt bidden thee. And theſe be the | 
. rules of prudence, in regard of the fubie&t of au- 
' thoritic, or matters wherein it ſhould gine dirci- 
© <EECS | 
Ammwuſiwit | , Another is, for the ofrennefle of exerciſing it., 
| mes "a4 let this part of power be bur rarely vſed: it ſhould 
\ © | belaid vp as ones beſt artire,to be worne alone vp- 
| on high daies, - A'garment that comes vpon a 
mans backe eucry day, will foone-be thread-bare, 
fo will a mans authoritie be worne out wich .ouer- 
much vſe. Wheretore let it be kept in, till due oc- 
<afions of vſing it, doe call irforth. Ichath beene 


| | deliuered as a meanes of a Princes preſeruing his 
4 7 renerence 
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reuerence amongſt his ſubieCts, that he be not too | 
often ſeenc amongſt them, Men are apr to fer light 
by thoſe things, which they ſee eucry day ; euen 
things at firſt wondred at (as miracles) are by little 
and |:rtle f1:nderly regarded,if they be of common 
vie, Take heed therefore that thou layeft thine au- 
taoricic vpon things but ſeldome, [caſt thy wife(re- 
ceining many commandements) do breake ſomg ; 


and ſo catching a cuſtom of neglecting thy powet, ! 
make no bones of it at laſt. Indcedea man that is 
much in commanding,ſhall hardly chooſe burſlip 
into ſome triuiall and vnneceſſary commande- 
ments ; and one of theſe will lighten his authority 
more,than twenty of better vſeand note ſhal grace 
it againe, The wite is indecde an infcriour, but 
very neare and,very familiar ; whercfore ſhee will 
count ita burden to be cuct Preſſed with authori- 
tic; and you know thatnature teacheth vs.toſecke 
caſe in ſhaking © ens. Much reproouing will 
| make a reproofe of no forceqmuch more willmuch 
commanding make commandements weake and 
fecble ; and of no efficacie. And thus haue you | 
the rules of wiſdome, which muſt keepe authority 
(as ir-were) vpon the wheeles thereof, that it may 
goe forward more'chearcfully, both-for the hul- 


bands and the wiues comfort, 
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Crnar. XII. | 
£ Of Mildnefſe, 


He next hugþandly vertue is mildnefſe, a 
| very neceſlary vertue in this ſocicty;which 
| (becauſe it comes neereſt toequalitic)doth 
| therefore allow of familiaritie betwixt the parties 
gouerning and gouerned (which in other cou- 
7 plings of ſuperiours and inferiours, is not to be al- ' 
lowed) ; and therefore muſt needes alfo require | 
more lenity. This is the ſweete ſawce of this | 
gouernment, which cauſerh, that itſhall not proue | 
Mildueſe of the  Ouer-tart and ſowre for the wiues pallate. This | 
-—" pmokak'r is the ſofc lining of this yoke, which keepeth 
fol, the hardneſſe thereof front being felt ; and with- 
out which it wilShe inſiipportables. No woman 
can endure her hushands gouernment with com- 
fort, if gentleneſſe doenot temper it : a man han- 
dles his owne fleſh with great mildneſſe. The a- 
buridant loue that a wife doth; (and may) looke 
for, cauſethithat ſhe looks alſo'for much tenider- 
Su _ | 2efſe of behaviour from her husband ; in which 
© | expeRation if ſhe be crofſed, ſhee cannot obey 
heartily , becauſe not Jouingly ; nor lovingly, 
becauſe ſhee cannot thinke her ſelfe loued, The 
Lord Ieſus Chriſt is the moſt gentle and meeke 
gouernour in the world; and when he requireth vs 
| to take his yoke vpon vs,he commends himſelte to 
| » be gentle and-mecke, and his yoke to be light, and 
nothing. grieuous,, This is the beſt preſident thar 
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husbands can follow, and thy/moſt worthy coppic 
for them to write after, The Apoſtle clerk vs.that 
the Minifter muft bee gentle\, cuen towards thoſe 
chat are froward and contrary+minded: ſurely then 
the husband muſt be gentle to his wife, though ſhe 
ſhew her felfe to be of a thwart and froward diſpo- 
ſition, Yea,wEare commanded to'ſhew all meeke- 
neſſe to all men; and therefore much more each 
man to his owne wife, that lyeth in his boſome,and 
is but apiece of himſelfe.Clemencie is a neceſlarie 
ornament of all gouernments, & muſt not be wan- 
ting to this domeſticall gouernment, which is the 
very foundation and originall of all the reſt. Burt 
let vs entreat alſo of this vertue more particularly, 
It muſt ſhew it ſelfe in both the parts of authoritie, 
dire&ing and recompencing, In direCting two 
waycs: firſt, for the matter of it, or the things 
whereabour it is exerciſed: ſecondly, for the man- 
ner of carrying and exerciſing it. 


,  Inthe matter of direfting, this vertue muſt ma- 


nifeſt it ſelfe rwo wayes : firſt, by not viing it too 
often and roomuch; fecondly,by not vfing it (vn- 
lefle vpon necefſitic)abour things that will prooue 
hard, difhicult,and tedious, For the firſt of theſe : 
th: husband muſt beware of extending the vſe of 
his commanding power too farre; it muſt ſuffice 
him to know, that God hath giuen him the right 
of appointing in eucrie thing (that is nor ſinful!) 
but in the exerciſe of it, he muſt ſhew himlſeltfe of a 
kinde and free nature, not rigorouſly taking vpon 


{ him to command all he may,but willingly gratify- 


ing his wife in ſome, in many, in moſt things, that 


X 3 Lax ſhe | 


2.Tim.2.,24- | 
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ſhee may lefſe vnwillingly, yea , and with more 
chearefulneſſe be ſubject vnto him mther things. 
Obedicnce would beallured and witicet;by yeel- 
ding it to uts owne diſpoſition ( inalmolt euery 
thing of inferiour nature)that it way more duriful- 
| ly yecld it ſelfe to be diſpoſed of, when greater ne- 
celſittc requirerh more ſpeedy and yoluntary obfe- | 
quiouſnefſe. The gratiouſncſſe *of wiſe Princes 
| muſt be imitated by thg,lJouing husband, in this | 
. particular part of gratiouſneſſe. For Kings do ac-. | 
cuſtome(afcer a ſort) to bribe their ſubiects in their | 
. Cities of greateſt ſtrength and command with dt 
_ uers immunities, priuiledges, and fauorable grants 
' of exemptions from common duties,and the like ; \ 
that they may find them more loyall, faichfull, cer- 
taine, ſure, if any ſpeciall occaſion of vſing their 
; aide againſt dangers ſhould offer ir felfe. And ve- 
rily this ſeaſonable vfing of grace and kindneſle in 
a Prince is that, that moſt commends him to his | 
ordinary ſubiects, and which makes them more 
truſty vnto htm, and more willing to beare his 
yoke, than any Citadel! or Garriſon of ſouldiers 
could doe. In this little monarchy, the ſame poli- 
cie would be vſed. A man ſhould find his wife ten 
times more obſequiousyit he would beþutr cafic in 
exacting dutie,; than any rigor could make her, 
And much more quietly will ſhe obey, when ſhee 
ſees her ſelfe not prefled to a kind of vameaſurable 
obedience, than otherwiſe ſhe can bring her heart 
vnto. The Sunamite (ſpoken of in the Kings) is a 
notable example of this vertue : his wife in the 


middeft of harueſt, without reuealing any cauſe to 
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him,required a manand two aſles,from thatneed- | _ - 
full and haſty worke, to attend her vnto. the Pro- 
phert, He was not vrgent in eairnfogs yew cauſe, 
nor peremptory in denying the ſuite, neither doth 
in anger forbid her to goe, but gently condeſcen- \ 
deth ro her deſire, though (in ſeeming) ſomewhat 

inconuenient ; for hee knew her to bee no vſuall 

gaddgr: he confidered that one day wasnot much, 

and that a journey to ſo good a man as the Pro- 

phet,could not likely be meant but for ſome good; 

ſo ſhee obtained an eaſic leaue to depart, to the 

farre greater benefit of him that granted, than of . 
her that attained if focaſily; for by this r=canes, 

he ſaw his ſonne miraculouſly reſtored to life,afore 

he knew of his deceaſe ;zand ſo obtained vnipeak- | 
able comfort in his reuiuing, without the feeling | 
of all that heauy ſorrow, which elſe the tidings of | 
his death would have brought vpon him. Seethe | 
practiſe of this vertue likewiſe in Abraham; was | Gecn.16.6; 
it not more then ordinary gentlenes in him, when 
ro the paſſionatrequeſt of his wife, about her maid | 
' Hagar (though the matter ſo nearely concerned 
him), he returned fo ſoft an anſ{were as this, See & 
inthine hands, doewith her what thou wilt. Letnot 
an husband be like churliſh Naval co higwite, but 
rather follow theſe holy patternes of husbandly 
mildnefſe, which will begetat once both loue and 
reverence, both reſtifying kindnes, and procuring 
it. . He that will be Lord incuery thing ftzetcheth ba 
.| the ſtzing af hisauthoritie ſo high, that itisat leaſt, 
in danger of breaking, andcauſing thatat length 
he ſhall be Lord in nothing. All extremities of | 
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| | working are hurtfull for the worker, and for the 
worke; wherefore learne thou to carry thy ſelfe in 
ſuch ſort to thy wife, that ſhe may perceiue her 
ſelfe to hauc entred not into a flauith thraldome, 
| biit into a loving ſubiction, 
' a5basl; mart But eſpecially, lethusbands ſhe mildneſſe in 
| 39 as <ff the ſecond point, w#z, in forbearing hard and diffi. 
ance Amen cult commandements, fo much as they poſſibly | 
meceſs'tie. may, Beware of croſſing your wiues againſt the 
| | haire, and forcing them to things againſt their na- 
| | | eral diſpoſition. All men finde in themſelues.a 
| kind of inbred auer{neſſe trom ſuch or ſuch things, 
more than from diuers others ; and a kind of apt- 
neſſe and delighting in ſome other things : fo that 
the one of them, it is a'great burden for them to 
doezthe other,to forbeare. * Yea,ſome things there 
bee of their owne nature fo hard and painefull to 
be done, that no man is willing (almoſt) to be im- 
ployed in them, Now it isa = point of gen- 
| eleneſſe in the husband, taforbeare the requiring 
of obedience at his wiues hands, in things of this 
nature; vnleſle it be 1n ſuch caſe,that he can plaine- 
ly ſhew a kind of neceſſitie lying vpon him to re- 
quire it, Men of diſcretion in imploying the dumb 
creatures, are carefull not to oppreſſe them with 
worke and burdens. An horſe ouer-loaden one 
day, is marred for eucr after, though he were of 
great price before, Doubtlefle then a good huſ- 
band muſt take heed of breaking the backe of his 
wiues obedience, with requiring ſuch hard.things 
at her hand, as ſhee cannot without much adoe 
performe ; and what care euen of bruit creatures, 
| the 
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' the loue of profit purs into the heads of mer | 
| (namely ro moderate their labour and paines), the | 
fame, much more miſt the loue of the wife bepet | 
inthe husband : for gothing is more contrarie to 
| loue (whereof all the husbands actipns ſhould fa- | 
- uour):than'to be burdenſome. The ſchole-maſter | 
that ouer-tasketly his fchollers, ſhall'neuer make 
' themlearne welf. The King that oner-taxeth his | 
ſubic&s, ſhall make them poore, and himſelfe ha- | 
' ted ; fo ſhall the husband weary his wife, and dif- | 
grace himielfe, by laying too heauy commande- | 
ments vpoti her. 'VVherefore lereuery good hul- | 
band put away this rigoroufnefſe, and by mode- | 
ration in his commandements, make his authority | 
caſie to be borne; and his wife chearefull in ſubie- | 


| 


e 


| tion. And this is gentlenefle in the matter of. di- | 


, reaion -(-- TEND 
; The ſame vernie- muſt be vſed in thg'manner of | 

commanding. When neede requireth that fome | , ,wmoude. | 

' commandement be giuen, it muſt not be iniperi- | wen: muſt nor 

: ouſly preſcribed, in the heate and: extremitie of 757 mt 

. . . +4 |; , HE thi 

charging and inforcing words, but with'a ſweete | :reaingly. 

| inſtin& of-kindnefſe'{as the head doth moue the | | 


| 


obedience, ſuch her diſtemper makes it nor alone | 


and peremptorily profeffing, that he anehis | 
| willin things lawfull. Bur this courſe would bee 
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| ſeldome vſed,and that alone in matters of fome im- | 
| porrance, that may be worth ſo much earneftneſſe, | 
vlually and in moſt caſes, thequieter way is the | 
more comfortable and the more husbandlike, Ir | 
is more ſafe, andas hunourable, ſubduing a rebel- | 
lious Citie by.rxeatics of peace, withgood and fa- | 
uourable conditions, than by the battery of ordi- | 
nance, and the fierce dint of ſword : fo, that hu£ | 
band doth with moſt praiſe and happineffe, ſubdue | 
his wiues pafſions and diſobedience,that can cffe&t | 
it by faire meanes. Yea, ſhe muſt ſhew her ſelte | 
a very. monſtrous and vawomanly woman, that be. 
ing aſſiicd by intreaty, will not. yeeld, Auythoritie is 
like. to. the Arts of. Logicke and Rhetorike, which 
preuaile moſt, when they are in ſuch ſort vied, as 
they be leaſt diſcerned ; and therefore in ſpeaking, 
they muſt be carcfull to conceale themſclues, for ic 
is deliuered as a great part of Art, to hide Arr. It | 
prevents reſiſtance,when he requeſterh, that might + 
inioyne: there is.nothing to ſtrive for, when a man. 
doth not(as it wie war's AF : things. | 
| are allo beſt done, whenhe will is allured, rather | 
| than the body, compelled, If thou ſtand vpon it | 
; highly,and come with, You ſhall, and I will make | 
 you,, and you werc.as. good you did, and you | 
ſhall know that I am maſter, and the like big | 
words, the heart will goe againſt that, which the | 
hand performetl;; and thou halt be inwardly diſli- 
ked, though obeyed in ſhew ; and if obedience 
| come not from the heart, how can it laſt long ? 
| The way then to preuaile with leaſt burden to + be | 
infcriour, and toyle tothe ſuperiour, is with milde | 
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wordsto wiſh this or that, rather then with im 
perious phraſes to enioyne it: for moſt natures are 
much more eaſily perſwaded than "compelled, 
Men that Tide horſes , haue a wand and ſpurre 
both:but they chuſe rather to ſet forward the horſe; 
with the ſound or touch of a little whiske, than 
with the ſharpeneſſe of che iron ſpurre , they-pro- 
ceede not to.ſpurring, till the beaſt be either reſtie 
or tired;ahd if tired, doubtlefſeſpurring-doth more 


harme than good ; ſo ſhould the husband gouerne | 


his wife, by alluring her to accompliſh his will 


Ar EIS As 


_ 


with quiet, pleaſing, and infinuating termes,rather 
than with open and cxprefle(much more than with 
violent and eager) commandings, valeſle perhaps 
he haue met with a woman, that is more than ordi- 
narily varuly, Our Sauiour Chrift himſelfe doth 
moſt an end beſeech his Church, though with 
moſt right hee might command it. Let the huſ- 
band-imitate that beſt husband,and beware of, Do 
it or you had beſt ; and youwrſhall whether you will 
or no.; and Lwill haucit'ſo, if -ir be bat te croffe 
you. Ono, much more comelyfor an husbands 
mouth are theſe words, Good witesT pray you, ler 


it-be ſo ; I intreate you3; doe me the kindnefle to | 
doe this or this. Doubtleſſe in croſſing, a manſhall 


crofle himſelfe moſt at Jength-: for violent things 
are neuer of long continuance. And fo much for 
the practice of mildneſſe in direting,rthe firſt part 
of gouernment. 

Ic muſt be likewiſe exerciſed in recompencing, 


both good and bad ations: for the good, whena 


| reward is giuenzit muſt be gently ginen, and in be-! 
| E Y.2 ſtowi 
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| ſlowing any gift vpon a mans wife, he muft doc it 
| 


ina kind faſhion ; ſo that the manner may grace 
the matter, and make it more; pleaſing : for there is 
| akind of cuttedneſle ſornetimes vicd in.giuing of 
| goodthings, and doing good turncs, which doth 
viterly-marre the faſhion, and take away the com- 
| fort of them. It any one pay the worke-man his 
| wages with agrumbling language, and an heauy | 
| dult countenance; this vawillingneſſe and fower- | 

nefle: ſhewed in the/payment, is'almoſt as diſcon- 
terfull to the workeman, as if a good part. of the 


OO — 


| money ſhould be detained : ſoit aman doe with 


a. kind of churliſk countenance , and grudging | 
manner of carriage, giue his wife any thing, and | 
ſpcak words in themſelues faire cnough,butgrum; 
blingly, and ſurlily vitered; Iſfuppoſe,char moſt | 
women arclircle afteQed with ſuch kindneffes, and | 
that they had cuen as licue want a good turne. as [. 
recciue it with vpbraiding ſpeeches, with tart and ' 
taunting language, andhirting.theni/in the teeth 
with their coſilynefle,or fuch like, VVherefore ler 
not:the:diſtemperof. tby paſſions, ouerthrow. the 
 fruitof thy kihdnefle; andmake not things {weetre 
in themſclues, to become bitter, by mixing thy | 
 gaule and ſpleene with them. But chiefly gentle- 

| neſle muſt ſhew:it{elte, whenneederequireth, that 
bad deeds be requitedeuther with repraofe or cor- 
| rection:;; for thert itis fo muchthe moreneedtull, ' 


— 


| by how much the actions themſelucs are lefle plca- | 


ſant in themſelnes; and therefore willlefle brooke 
( the admixture of any bitternefſe withithem, And! 
| for'reproofes ; firſt; the vertue-of mildnefle muſt. 
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ſhew ic ſelte in regard of the matter of reprouing, 
andalfo the manner : for the matter, in nor finding 
fault with euery trifle that one fees amiſſe, nor chi- 
ding for euery infirmitic, VVhatſocuer fault is nor 
of ſomewhat a grofſe nature, or cl(e done in ſome- 
whara preſumpruous' manner (and'ſo would tend 
to the indangering of the wiues ſoule,or annoying 
of the peace,8 welfare of the family, if ſhe ſhould 
10t heare of the ſame ſomewhat roundly ), that 
mult be paſſed by in filence, either with none, or 
halfe a word. That happy effect of louz which con- 
fiſterh in paſſing by wants and weakenefles, is ex- 
ceeding neceſſary towards ſtrangers, much more 
towards thoſe of the houſhold, moſt of all betwixt 
the neareſt couple of the houſhold. Charitie is 1 

this ſenſe a great coner-fault, It will ſeqnone but 
where they be. Many it will ſee and not ſee, and 
not ſpeake of. Irtneuer procceds to reproouing, 
bur with a willing vnwillingacfſe. This vertue 
ſhogld moRt abound in this ſocietie; and therefore 
alſo this eff: of ir, Here the example of our Lord 
leſas Chriſt miſt be diligently followedof al good 
andvercuous husbands. Heſhuts his eyes (after a 
fort)and will not ſpie out all his Churches infirmi- 
tics, He doth not marke extreamely what 1s done 


| arviffe: if heſhould,who weteable to abide it? He 


ktiowes ſhe is bnt duſt, and is aſſured, that ſhe can- 
not bur offend in many things. :-yet he puts it vp 
gently for the moſt part, nor ſo much as checking 
her,vnleſſe ſhe proceede to ſome wilfulneſle in {in- 
ning. All you good husbands, heare his carrtage, 
and goc y0u/And doc likewiſe : conſider you bee 
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; matched with women the weaker veſſels; Thinke | 
| how manyfau!ts your ſelues haue. If they alſo haue | 
| ſome; wonder not that they beſo many,but rather 
that they be no more z-and therefore ſtriue with (i- | 
' lence ſo much as is poſſible, and where it is lawlull 
co be filent (V/z.in common weakeneſles,and infir- 
mitics) to worke their amendment, Men goe not 
| tothe Chirurgion for euery ſcratjot a pinne,or for 
-| euery puſh or pimple that ariſeth abour them, 
| Smallſoares wil heale of themſelues without drel- 
| fing, a medicine will but anger them, and make 
' them worſe, Doubtleſle in this matter, it is farre | 
| more ſafe to be defetiue, than to exceede. To be 
' ſomewhat purblind in ſceing faults, is leſle dange- 
rous, than to be eagle-cyed, In ſuch nearenefle and 
inwardneſſe ,of conucrſation, it is impoſſible, [bur 
that diuers wants ſhall offer themſelues to be 
ſeene. And whoſocuer will hunt after them, and.- 
prie for them(taking occaſion for cuery _ mat- 
rer to draw forth the plaiſter of a reproote) ſhall 
make himſelfe much vnneceſfary worke,and fo ſhal 
himſelfe live in perpetuall diſcontentment, and 
yecld but little quiet to his wife. This will make 
her conceiue (and that truly not without caulc) 
that he lones her not much : hence their affeRi- 
ons cannot but warpe and chap, till all be full of 
diflention. Be not therefore extreame nor xrigo- 
rous in this matter,but as a mothers tendernefle of 
loue doth cauſe, that ſhe takes no notice of diuers 
little deformities in her owne child : fo ſtand thou 
afteted to thine owne wife, Pray to God againſt 
all -her faules ; ſee and — all her vertues: | 
but 
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bur: pettie wants, and naturall:ordinary weakenef- 

ſes, neuer take notice of, never reproone. Let 
her cloſely perceiue that thou doſt (but wilt not) 
know them ; thine vnwillingneſſe to ſee and: re- 
proue, ſhall make her more willing to ſee andre- 
torme, But an. euer-lowring and euer-chiding 
husband will make more fanlts-than would be,and 
compell his wife tobe farre worſe; than her owne 
diſpofition- would otherwiſe worke her: vnto, 
Wherefore bee not alwaies chiding, vnlefle:thou 
wouldeft haue thy wife to be alwates naught: for 
ouer-frequent 'reproofes can bring forth nothing 
but difdatne and ſullenneffe. . - 

Againe, for the mannerof:reprouing ;z-when ir 
is molt necedfull,itmuſtbe very gentle. The word 
and geſtures vſed- to prefle a fault vpon the winch 
conſcience, muſt bee mild and amiable, ſuch as 


muſt be applied as a-plaiſter, notwith rating, . but 
with moaning. Itcan hardly be auoided cuen in 
the beſt, but that this medicine ſhale neceſſary ; 
yet the husband muſt ever. remember , to vic no 
more roughneſle, than-is fit to his owne fleſh, Re- 
proofes of themſelies (as it were a potion) goce- 
nough againſt che ſtomacke : we neede not by our 
bitterneſſe make them more loathſome (as it were) 
by a foule and vnſightly cup. The mothers tender- 
neſſe would be vied in this caſe ;.. fhee. giues her 
child worme-ſcede to kill the wormes,but withal! 

| rayſons totole downe the worme-ſeede : ſo ſhould. 
a-man reprehend to reforme the fault, but wich 


breathe out loue and pitic doth at once. Areprote | 


great louingnefle of phraſe and'countenance to /| 
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| ſweeten the reprehenſion. No. patient-was euer. 
yet ſo ſicke and deſirous of health, that he could be 
| an Warr drinke a potion ſcalding hot : nay, 
; ſcarce the moſt hungry man that is, can endure 40 
eat acaudle ſeething off the fire: that which burnes | 

the lipps, will neuerfinde admittance into theſto- 

macke, be it ncuer ſo wholeſome a drinke other- 
| wiſe, Iris iuſtſo withareproofe : if it ſcald the | 
| eare (as I may ſay) with vpbraiding and diſgrace- 
| full cermes,with bitter taunts,ſfcoffes,and mockes, | 
' withvilifying and railing words; witha fiery look, | 
| anda ſparkling eye z with a raging exaltation of | 
| the voyce and demeanure of the body;it will neuer | 
' gaine paſſage to the heart. Compaſſon, loue,kind- | 
| neſſe, the declaration. of ones ſorrow for his fault, | 
| f 7 of his good, care of his amendment that is | 
 reprooued); theſe be the things that frame the will | 
' to accept of an admonition, and doe much helpe | 
| the kindly working thereof. I am not againſt the. | 
; wholeſome carneſinefle of reprouing , and that 
| ſharpeneſſe of rebuking, which in ſome caſes the 
| Lord himſelfe commands: bur this may well ſtand 
| withour bitternes, without that violence of words 
andgeſtures, and withour that fierceneſſe againſt | 
which we ſpeake. A thing need not be key-cold, 
though it be not ſcalding hot ; there is a manifeſt 
middle berwixt theſe two extreames, The prouerb 
 rels you, there is difference enough berwixc fta- 
ring and winking. Anadmonition is then health- 
| fully ſharpe and earneſt, when a man in much 
plainenefſe of ſpcech,and ſtrength of reaſon, layes 
open the greatneſle, abſurditic, danger of the in, 

| inforcing 
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/ repetitions of ſuch extremities, doe cuen halc and 


ttt. 


inforcing the conſideration of theſe points, vpon 
the parties conſcience vehemently, and with ſome 
| ſtirring : but yer (till pitifully, witha declaration 
' of more ſorrow than angetr, and of gricfe for his 
fault and danger, rather than diſpleaſure againſt 
; his perſon. Such carneſtnefſe husbands muſt be al- 


| lowed to vie; for coldnes wil hinder the working of | 


: medicines. And in one word; let a man remem- 
| ber to make his reproofes ſomewhat warme, but 
; not ſeething hot. And this is mildnes in reproofes. 
Buthow if need require, that a manexceede the 
degree of ſpeaking, and that the greatneſle of the 
fault compell ro ſome aQtuall correQting, perhaps, 
 ſtriges or blowes ? ' muſt a man vſe gentleneſle in 
ſtriking, as well as in ſpeaking ? Ianſwere: Ye 
' andthat much rather alſo : for the bittereſt oh 
| hag need to be ſwallowed with ſome ſweet firrups. 
herefore firſt let it be a mans gentleneſle to for- 
beare blowes, till ſuch extremities require them,as 
ormerly mentioned, in telling the parts of an 
; husbands power : yea, till more than one or two 


| extort them from him: Nething bur neceſfitic will 
make a Chirurgion ſeare and cauterize. To ſirtke 
ones wife, is to wake an inciſion into his own fleſh. 
He is out of his wits that will doe it, till all other | 
gentler meanes haue been vſed, and for any.other 
faulr,but thoſe that be moſt intollerable and noto- 
rious. I was verily afraid go deliuer my minde, as 
| concerning the lawfulneſſe of an husbands viing 
 ſucha medicine, ButI conſidered, that wee muſt : 
| not concealc a needfull truth, forfeare of inconue- 
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niences, that by miſconſtructions and peruerſe ap- 
' plications may be made to follow from it, Doubt. 
lcſſe many a mans caſe is fo deſperate, that there is 
no other remedie; and to forbid one vſe that, that 
| Godallowcs in{uch caſe,I conſeſſe I dare not. Bur 
withall, I woald haue all men diligently to con(ti- 
der, with what cautions weallow him to proceede 
{ thus farre : vnleſſefor groſle and exorbitant finnes 
| obſtinarely perſiſted in, and againe and againe 


| committed, after divers admonitions, and much 


waiting,and much praying,we darenot allow thee 
to ſtrike thy yoke-fellow, If thon wilt take our 
words for thy warrant, take them all,and not ſome 
'alone, and be direed by them as well as licenſed, 
He that treating of Chirurgery, ſhewes the need- 
S1nefle of viing an hot iron ſometimes, doth no- 
thing patronize the folly of that Chirurgion, that 
delights to burne mens fleſh, to make him worke 
or that flies ro this extremitie without due cauſe, 
He thar ſaich, itis lawfull co.putmen to death in 
ſome caſes,doth nothing iuftifie the bloudineſle of 


| tyrants,that will hang men vp for eucry ſmall mar- 


ter : ſoneither can this point that we deliucred a- 
bout the lawfulneſſe of ſuch ſeuerigie in ſome caſes, 
! be a iuſt apologtt, for the mad violence of thoſe 
tyrannous husbands, with whom there is but a 
word and a blow, and which vie their wiues in 
more rude and rough manner, than a man ought 
| to vie his ſlaue or bondman. Such outragious hul- 
bands are worthy to bee hiffed out of the ſocieties 
of mankind. Who is not afhamed to ftrike a 
woman ? Nature tells vs, that ſex was not made 
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to be the obie&t of fiercenefſe and revenge. Wher- 
hs I fay againe: loathed and abominable be thoſe 
h 


1sbands, as baſely and vnnaturally impotent and 
violent in their paſſions, that lay about them for 
ſmall marters, and fight for that, for which they 
ſhould ſcarce be allowed to chide, If the'wife but 
forget a little buſineſſe; it ſhe bur tarry a little-lon- 
ger in company of her neighbours than hee thinks 
fit ; if ſhe but anſwerehima, lictle angerly, or fo 
forth; the fiſt is vg, ora cudgell ſnatched, and ſhe 
muſt little lefſe then ſmart and bleed. Thou mad 
and mankind bedlam, who taught thee to bee ſo 
cowardly tyrannous towards ſo necre a perſon, 
though an vnderling?Wearft thou not put beſides 
thy ſelfe,and the vſe of thy reaſon,with the ſtrength 
of paſſion, it were impoflible,that thou ſhould 


forget at once, all the rules of humanitie. Is ſhee 


nota woman ? a wife 2 thy bed-fellow 2 the mo- 
ther of thy children ? partaker ofthine owne name? 
and the one halfe of thy ſelfe > O monſtrous rage, 


for any thing (buta monſtrous fault) to lay blgwes 


on her, that gines thee her ſelf to enioy, and beares 
the fruit of thy loynes in her wombe ! Abſtaine 
therefore from ſuch rigor, but vpon the frequent 
and vrgent committirig of ſuch foule and vnſuffe- 
rable wickedneſſes, as may pleade for thee, that 
thou art not.to be blamed, becauſe neceflitic had 
no law.. In other caſes to ſtrike, is madneffe, not 


mildneſſe ; and farre be the hand of an husband, | 


from being an inſtrument of fury againſt his wite, | 


Bur if neceffitic igforce a man to ſtrike, becaute 
both the: faults commirred by his wife, bein their 
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 Amaywnſs | MALLET hainous and vnſuffcrable, & her manner of 
row great pit) | committing, preſurptuous and wiltull, ſo that 0- 
= 4 need ?*:/ | ther meanes baucin vaine been vied to heramend- 
þike be wife. | mentzyet in ſuch ſortalſo muſt he ftrike her, as if he 
I. - :., | we faine t@ ſtrike his owne heart,with demonſtra- 
tion of much backwardnes, loathnes & vnwilling- 
| nes,& with ſucha grieued countenance,forrowtull 
behauiour and lamenting words, as may well wit- 
nes, that he taketh no pleaſure in ſuch correCtions, 
There is greatdifference betwixt the carriage of a 
- tender-hearted(thoughrefolute)Chirurgion,com- 
ming to cut off the arme of his patient(becauſe the 
whole body muſt elſe periſh), and of a valiant f6ul- 
dicr in the field, fighting with his foes,and curing 
off their leggs and armes. An husbands demeanurec 
in ſtriking, muſt reſemble the former offheſe,8& be 
farre valike the latter, The teares in his cies, and the 
gricfe of his very face naturally flowing from the 
breaking of his ſoule, becauſe hee is put to ſuch a 
burdenousenterprize,muſt depoſe for him,that his 
hart is the hart of a tender lover, though he be for- | 
the a time, to vſe the hand of an enemy. Haue 
you neuer ſeen amercifull Iudge,colemning a wil- 
tul murtherer to death?hath he not made his words- 
{ and geſtures witneſſe, thathe was of Gods owne 
minde, nothing delighted with the death of him 
thar dieth>-Hath he not ſhewed forth moſt pitifull 
countenances, & giuen moſt gentle cxhortations, 
| when he paſſed the moſt hard and irreuocable ſcn- 
rence: fo and no otherwiſe ſhould an husband take 
in handto fight with ſuch a grigued carriage of bo- 
| dy, with ſuch melting & lamenting ſpeeches, with 
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ſuch euident proteſtations and demonſtrations of | 


word of the Apoſtle «wes ſhall proouea truth ro 


his loath mind,to vſc a wcapon to her ſmart, thar is 
ſo deare vnto him (but that he cannot chuſe,confi- | 
dering her perpetuall and'otherwiſe irreformable 
wickednes), and with ſuch kind and carneft imrea- 
ties of her, to compel! him no more to thoſe fo vn- | 
pleaſing courſes, that the ſoule of his wife may ſee | 
him beating himſelf,in o—_y her;and may be in- 
forced to acknowledge,that al the fault was in her- 
ſelfe, to force him to vſe ſuch forcible meanes of a- 
mendment to her. But for a man in a mad rage in 
the very frantick fit of his wrathful diſtemper,with 
a fierce voyce, and a keene countenance, to leape 
vypon his wifc,as a Maſtiffe on a Beare,is a thing ſo 
farre vnbeſecming the gentlencfle of a louing huſe 
band, that whatſocuer her fault were, which moo- 


ved him to ſtrike, it cannot but be a notable fault | 


of him,to ſtrike in ſuch a rude taſhion, A man may 


hope by Gads bleſſing, that the wand of corre&ti- | 


on will drive folly trom a womans heart, as well as 
from a childs,if ſhe be a child in vaderſtanding;but 
this is, if his furious manner of vſing ir, doe not 
hinder the fruit of his owne doing, by procuring 
more hatred. Otherwife no queſtion but that 


the worlds end, the wrath of man ſhall not fulfill | 
the right:ouſneſſe of God. And thus you ſee,in 
what thinzs an husbands mildnefſe muſt be exerci- 
{:d. And fo alſo you have a ſufficient direQion for 
him in the matter of gouerning,the firſt part of his 
duty : we muſt now deſcend vnto the ſecond parr, 
which is maintaining of his wife. . 7 | 
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wooe hu wife, 
he wy (} lwoke, 
that be have 


| ſomething to 


maintaine her. 
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Of maintaining oxes Wipe. 


S'our Lord Teſus Chriſt, the husband of 
his Church hath beene in nothing wan- 
ting to her ſpirituall well-fare, but doth 
clothe her with the pure and white linnen of his 
owne- righteouſneſle, and with the rich and pre- 
cious graces of his good ſpirit, whereby ſhe is 
all glorious within , as the royall Princefle the 


/ 


Spouſe of Salomon attired in gold and needle- | 


worke : So muſt cuery good husband affoord his 
wife allowance of all neceflary comforts for this 
preſent life ; for attire and food, for necefſitic and 
delight, that ſhee may live a chearefull and a 
well-contented life with him. Before a man doe 
allure a woman into copartnerſhip of life with 
him, for his ownecomfort, hee ſhould conſider 
of meanes to maintaine both himſelfe and her, 
that their lives may indeede be comfortable: for 
how it ſhould ſtand with loue and dutie, to pull ſo 
neere a companion into the troubleſome tellow- 
(hip of miſery and want (that ſhe ſhall haue cauſe 
to remember with anguiſh and abhorring , the 
time of their firſt acquaintance), [ cannot in rea- 


| ſon conceiue, nor I thinke any man elfe. . Dgubt- 


lefle it is a mans wanton paſſion that ſpurrgs him 
forward, to runne blindfold into this eſtate, and 
notthe good hand of God leading & calling him 


vnto4t, vileſſe hee bee this way furniſhed in ſome | 


meaſure 
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meaſure, with things fit to maincaine the charge 


of a wifc and family. When the Lord by his good 
allowance goes before vs,and wi 
him into any eftatc, he is ſo ſuitable to himſelfe in 
all his courſes, that he giues vs wiſedome to looke 


before hand, that we haueall things neceſſary in | 


ſome degree,to performe the duties of this eſtate: 
but when our owne paſſions thruſtvs forward into 
any courſe, they make vs runne headlong after our 
owne appetite, not troubling our ſelues with any 
ſuch wiſe and ſerious and. pertinent confſiderati- 
ons, Ithinke therefore I may ſay, that the Lord is 
authour to no man, of wedding a wife to miſerie 
and diſtreſſe. Before he doe call him to'marry, he 
will Ict itappeare vnto him in reaſon, how (ar leaſt 
by the diligent painfulneſle of his hand) hee may 
yeeld ro his wife a comfortable liuing in mar- 
riage. Not butthata poore man-alfo fnay haue 
both need of marriage, and alſo allowance to mars- 
rie:for God torbid,that violence ſhould be offered 


| ro the conſcignces of thoſe ot meaner eſtate,by lay- 


ing ſuch a ſnare vpon them, as if they might not 
lawfully enter into Matrimony, becauſe they bee 
pooge, But this we fay ſtill, that they muſt haue 


| ſome honeſt calling, and willand abilitie ro walke 


i 


inthe ſame faithfully, that reaſon may tell chem, | 


| 


through Gods bleſſing, there ſhall be ſomething 


oorten to maintaine a wite, though not richly, yer 


ſuſhciently , and according to that ranke. For it 
| was neuer Gods meaning, rhatall ſhould berich, 
neither yet would he haue any beggars, that be- 
, come penurious thtough their owne folly, raſh- |. 


eth vs to follow 
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+ | nes,or idlenefſe, Surely that counſell of 5«omen, 
| wherein he dire&eth a man firſt to prepare his bu- 
fineſſe in the field , and after to build his houſe, 
muſt alſo bee pertinent to the point wee haue in 
hand,thar firſt,a man prepare how to maintaine a 
wite, and after take her to him, to build vp his 
houſe : otherwiſe the old prouerb wil prooue true, 
That bare walls will make giddy houſ-wiues. Let 
notany man,through diſtruſtof Gods prouidence, 
deny himſelfe the benefit of Gods ordinance,when 
his neede requireth ir, for the ſubduing of other- 
wiſe vnſubduable paſſions : but remember the 
words of the Apoſtle, that it is better to mo 
than to burne. Neither yet let any man ſocaſily 
condiſcend to the deſires of his owne heart, as ha- 
ſtily co aduenture on matrimony, till he haue vied 
all other due meanes of repreſling ſuch paſſions 
(watchfulneſſe,abſtinence,praying,faſting, and all 
| earneſt oppofitions), when in reaſon he can giue 
no ſufficient anſwere to this demand (if his wite or 
her friends ſhould propound it to him,as they wil, 
if they be not foolith),how ſhould we doe to liue, 
when we. be married ? I know that the ouer-coue- 
tous defire of elder people,doth many times ſtand 
too much on ſuch matters, and cares not to thruſt 
the younger vpon miſerable inconueniences, yea, 
miſchiefes, through an vnbelceuing diſtruſt, and 
| carnall feare of pouerty. And I ſee on the other 
hand, that the younger are apt to caſt themſelues 
vpon ſuch rockes, for want of a due conſidering of 
ſuch r1atters, as make them oftentimes to make 


| ſhipwracke of peace and quictneſſe, anda good 
| conſcience 
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 cdafiimns too7 Wherefore leta due and indiffe. 


rent courſe be followed here. Thou mayeſt pleaſe 


| God ina pooreeſtate, and mayeſt affoord a wife 


j 


L 


' thoughts, often looking to it, that his wife may 


| comfort ina meaner condition of life : bur ſtill 
| ſomewhat there mult bee to liue of, ſome calling, 
| ſome trade, ſome labour, ſomething that may pro- 
' miſe, that which God promileth to the diligent, 
| viz.that you ſhall be ſatisfied with bread. So this 


| dutie muſt take vp a good part ofa mans thoughts 


{ 
' 


| before hee bee married, that he may not briwg his 
. wife to the poore caſe of the ſilly hen,thar then like- 
ly hath her neaſt to ſeeke, when ſhe ſhould Jay her 


firſt egge. And (after the contract of marriage)he” 


muſt ſti]] continueto inlarge his mind with theſe 


want nothing needfull for her. Is it not a ſigne of 
an improuident head,when the body goes naked, 


| and is halfe hunger-ſtarned ? Surely we may ſay | 


well that there is but little wiſdome in the head, 
that takes no better order for the bodies content 
and comfort. And doubtleſſe one may with as 
much truth conclude, that there is as 4ittle loue 


regards not how miſerably his wife doth liue with 
him, or (for feare of becing poore. by viing what 
God hath giuen him), will forcea pouerty vpon 
himſelfe without cauſe , an make his wife at leaſt 
needy(asit were)whether God will or no.VVhere- 
fore leteach husbands heart be conuinced, thar ic 
is his duty to allow his wife al conuenient mainte- 


| 
| 
| 


nance, and not to thinke himſelfe fo abſol::cely 
Lord of all, but that his wife muſt alfo enioy the 
As: corm- 


/and wiſdom in that husband,who(to ſaue charges), 
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Pro.zz, | comfortablevſe of all. Ir is one of the good hul- 


wiucs praiſes, thatſhe doth giue her portionto her 
maides : and ſhall the husband be worſe to her, 

than ſhe ſhould be to her maid-ſeruants ? Yea, it is 
| ſaid, that her ſeruants ſhall not neede to feare the 

| co:d of winter, becauſe they are clothed with dou- 

| bleattirc;z2nd ſhall he ſuffer her to be in feare of the 

cold of wirtcr,or any otncr like mifery,for want of 
duc clothing, and other prouifion > Doubtleſſe 
brethren it oughtnot ſo to be, No heart is able to 

-iuſtifie(before God,and its own ſerious cqnſidera- | 
tions) ſuch careleſſeneſſe;or ſuch niggardize. Nay 
( father, we muſtall take counſell of Sa/omonin this 

; caſe, who ſpeaking (it ſeemeth) to the husband, 

i} minds him of his duty with this exhortation, ſay- 

{ Pro.31.rle, | ing, Gine hzr of the frunt of her hands, You will ſay 
{ 


perhaps, that Sa/oromn {pcakes of good huſwines, 
that will take paines and vſe diligence : but your || 
wiues are idlc and il] huſwiues. Ianſwere, that I 
would be loathto pleade the cauſe of waſte-goods, 
and flow-backs, that gtue themſclucs to 1dlencfle 

and miſ-ſpeading. Bur fir{t I ſay vnto thee, rake 

heed that thou beck not a ſlinderer of thy yoke- 
fellow, by ſeeking to iuſtifis thy niggardize, with 

caſting falſe imputations of idicnefle and vahuſ- 

wifclines vpon her, as Iam ſure many a man doth, 

Is ſhe not ſickly 215 ſhee not weake ? hath ſhee not 

breedivgand bearing, and looking toythy children, 
1 | to imploy her? are tacſe noworkes ? \is this no ſer- 
nice ? muſt ſhe oucr and aboue carne herliuing, 
and make account of her gettings? and ſhall ſhee 
be intwitted with —_— ſhe do not? Thou art * 
| | an 
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| caskmaſter. But ſecondly I ſay vnto thee, it the be 
, not ouer-huſwifely,what hath been the cauſe of it > | 
| hath not thine hard vſage diſcouraged her ? hath | 


263 


| an vnreaſonable man, and a falſe accuſer, to lay fo | 
| heauy burdens,and ſo vntrue accufatiens vpon thy | 
| poore Wiues backe ; and aſſure thy ſelfe, that now 
| thou ſhalt anfiwere tg God for a double fault ; one 
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pride-baſh, 
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for denying thy wife her fit allowance : another for | 
becomming her vninſt accuſer, and her rigorous | 
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| not thine vnreaſonableneſſe put her out of heart? | 


— — — — - 


| 


| 


- muſt alſo direct the husband in this part of his du- 


—- 


wilt thou tire a body with oucr-hard exactions, | 


- and make them vaable to doe any thing, through | 


gricuing and lamenting at thine hoggithneſle, and 


' then complaine, that ſhe is 1dle > God will neuer | 


brooke theſe wicked and hard proceedings of an | 
husband towards a wife, and thou ſhalt not wind | 
thy ſelfe out of his hand, by giuing our ſuch tri- 

fling excuſes, Vherefore turne thy thoughts back | 
to Sa/omons words, and gine thy wife of the fruit of 
her baxds;chart if ſhe be painfull; ſhe may be incou- ! 
raged tocontinue,if not,ſhe may be induced to be- | 
gin, and that her heart may not prompt her with 
that deſperate obieftion, As good play for no- 
thing , as worke for nothing : for what euer the Co 
or ſaue, thou art almoſt ſtill in one tune. But wee 


I—— — _ 


tie, by ſhewivg him three neceſſary things : fartt, 
ta2 meaſire; ſecondly, the manner ; thirdly, the | 
times and ſeaſons of this his allowance, For the | 
firſt, two things muſt meaſure out her expences, as | 
well as his owne, and thoſe are his place and his | 
meanes, fo farre as his calling requireth, and his a- | 
Aa 2 bility 
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Themeaſureof4 | hjlitie will beare fo farre, and no further muſt hee 
mans dllowance . ms : 
| 7 bis wife,mft | extend his coſt in attire, and other neceſſayies for 
be «cording ro | his wife, Not either of theſe, but both theſe, muſt | 
22 pnqrgry | be aduiſed with all : for ſometimes a mans place, | 
| ioyvrly confi= 4 in regard of his bloud or birth, or function in 
—_—_ | the Commonweale would well brooke more than 
| | his decayed cſtate(perhaps by ſome crofle, perhaps 
 byhis owne former indiſcretion, perhaps by the 
thriftleſnefle of his predeceflors, pulled lower than 
irneedcd to haue bzene)wilkwell ſuffer. Here now 
| it ſhould bea finne ina man, to ſtrine to maintaine 
his wife to the vemoſt of his, place, anda finnein 
her to require fuch maintenance : for if God doe 
| empty Naomi of former bleffings,ſhe muſt willing- 
{ ly imbrace the name of AMareh, and let the fairer 
| name of Naomi goe., Indeed the wealthieſt in any 
| place,ought to keep in the rereward (for one foole 
in this caſe according to the prouerbe, will make 
many), ang all ſhould learne to cquall chemſelues 
with them of the lower fort: but the pooreſt in any 
place,ſhould (moſt of all) rake heede, of making a 
bragging ſhew of abundance, when they haue lit- 
tle; yea rather, by abating ſomewhat ef that their 
' place would call for, they ſhould helpe to prouide 
 timber,as it were,to build vp the decaied places of 
ckeir eſtate : for this let euery man be ſure of}, the 
backe and the belly are the worſt borrowers, for 
they will neuer repay, all is loſt that they owe to a- 
ny man ; but they be the beſt lenders, for they will 
. ' . | neuer arreſt'a man, norexaCt a repayment, all is 
4 clearcly ginen and gained, that is borrowed from 
them. Againe, ſometimes a mans meanes can 
beare 
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beare the coſt of farre exceeding his place, God | | 
hauing encreaſed his wealth, beyond the common 
condition of thoſe of his ranke ; as many a Yeo- | - | 
man 15 farre wealthier, than ſome Iuftices of the | 
Peace that dwell neare him : yet neither heres it 
{ lawfull forhim to lay it on vpon his wite, accor- 
ding as his purſe would beare, but he muſt moge- | 
rate his abilitie by his place ; tor doubtleſle, one | 
{ principall end of the difference of attire, is to re- 
preſent the'differences of mens callings, And euen 
as in eating, a man muſt not fill his belly , accor- 
ding to the fulneſſe of the diſhes that ftand on his | 
| table, and according to the, ſtore andgrariette of | 
{ foode prouided; but proportion his foode to his | 
ſtomacke, and to his health : So for attire alſo, a | 
man muſt not-frame his coſts about it,to the quan- |! | 
Tity of money that is1n his purſe, but make it ſugea- | | 
ble to the calling and place, wherein rhe Lord hath | 
ſet him. I confeſle, that thoſe which in any ranke 
are of the moſt wealthy, may be more abundant, 
than thoſe that in the- ſame ranke are more penu- 
rious (and yet doubtlefle it thall be more com- F 
tnendable for them, to'giue a paterne of dyſe parſt- 
monieand moderation, than. e others 
in coſtlineſſe, becauſe of the danger that may in- 
ſne,through the vawarrantable imitation of ſome 
that will be apiſh, becauſe they be not reaſonable), 
but they muſt ſill remember to conaine them- 
ſelues within their places, and nor to make often- 
ration of their wealth, by raiſing themſelues high- 
er:as if aman ſhould goc vpon ſtilts, to make his 
Cody ſeerne taller, Now accotding to theſe rules | | 
Hb; Aa 3 _ muſt } =! 
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, [muſt cucry louing husband affoord his wite that, 
that ſhe deſires, She muſt be made an<quall part- 
' ner of that which God hath giuen to both, and if 
her owne vnderſtanding will ſerue her (as the pro- 
. ueib hath it)to cut her coat according to her cloth, 
' thee muſt not be ſcanted by niggardize ; neither | 
- muſt the {wusband deny her, her Jawull libertie, Bur 
; if her fondneſle and vanity be ſuch, that thee will 
needs exccede either one or both of theſe; either 
going an hunting after the faſhion, or vying with 
. ſome other(as vadiſcreete abody as her ſclfc) who 
ſhall be fineſt, or the like : then doubtleſle the au- 
thoritie and diſcretion of the luusband, muſt ſound | 
\ xetraite to her pride and lauithnefſe, He mult nei- | 
, ther weaken hits owne eſtate, nor difcredi his own 
' naine, nor giue an offence to other, nor ſuffer her 
ta pull reproach vpon her ſelte, and miſcry vpon 
, her family, by ouer-pranking her carkaſſe, or ouer- | 
' much care to ſatisfie a ſweet tooth, anda diforder- 
ly appetite, | 
Ammmufi lj g You ſee now in what quantitie the wines ailow- | 
ww his wie | ance muſtbe given, Contider aifo in what man- 
| [wb wifince | ner, and that maſt be moſtwillingly, chearcfully, | 
Moe 6 | >”, Sai 9 \ 
eſſe readily z before ſhe asketh,he mult anlwerezand ot- 
ter before the requeſt, Tae greateſt commendati- 
onota gift, is the giuers chearetulnefle,and the ſu- 
reſt ſfigne of chearetulneſle, is ſpeede and expediti- 
on, . One gift quickly and willingly beſtowed, is 
worth tenne long waited tor, and (by violence of 
importunateentreatics) extgited at laſt, Our Sa- | 
utours exceeding p:omptneſle,to giue all ſpiritual | 
things vnto his Church, muſt be a patterne to huſ- 


bands 
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bands, of the like promptnefle, to beſtow neceſ[3- 4 
rieran their wiues, Loue is bountifull, and boun- | © 
tic is an habit,that frameth a man to giue with caſe | 
and with facilitie. We ſec in what falhion the head | | 
and heart,doe communicate the vitall and animall 
ſpirits vato all the members of the body, The pal- 
ſages betwixt, are alwaies open, and there is no 
need of violent drawing for the matter, they flow 
willingly, and of th&r owne accord, Doubtleſl: 
in ſuch ſort ſhould the louing husband communi- 
cate all things vnto his wie : : and if ob{trutions 
grow betwſxrt the head and body, to hinder ſuch 
conuejance of ſpirits betwixt them, we know that 
[grear diſtempers will inſue in the body : ſo muſt - 
{the family needs grow very ficke, andill at caſe, | 
| way the conuciance of bounty betwixt the buf 
band and wite,is hindred or ſtopped vp. The Scyip- —_ 
| ture faith, that if the Lord doth gfuc his ſonnefor ſe 
vs, how hall hee not with him giue vs all thi gs? 
| may not we ſay likewiſe, that if the husband giue 
| himſelfe to his wife how (112ll he not with hiraſelfe 
giue her alſo ail then things 2 valeſle perhaps he 
 accounthimlelf leſſe worth than other things,and 
| therefore 15 witling to giue himſelfe, enwillng to } 
 giue other things, The vngratious whore: maſter 
{15 oner-franke to the lewd woman that pleaſeth 
his exe: (he may command his money,to the con- 
' ſumption of his eftare,that he may the better com- 
| mand her body, to the deſtruftion of both their 
' foules. Shall not an husband ſhame to begrudge 
his wite things co:mfortable, when neirher his ſtace 
ſhall be impaired, nor his foule endaagered there- | 
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| by 2 O letmatrimoniall Jouc bee as able to com- 


$— 


mand liberality,as whoriſh and adulterous affeti- 


ons to procure prodigalitie, Let not thy wite be 


forced to begge and intreate,-and befeech, and 


.crauc,and (by many and importunate ſutes)to bat- 


ter downe the walles of thine vnwillingneſle,afore 
ker words can enter to obtaine her defires.” It is a 
ſigne of earaitic, wherenone entrance 1s granted, 
except it be forcibly procured?” Yea,rather let her 


| ſpeeches find thine hggrt open to entertaine them, 
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wife in his will 


and t element, 


as the gates of the Citte to receiue friends. Let her 


not as it were wreſtle with thee, to pull things fir- 


for her out of thine hands as if a man were to wreſt 
weapons out of Samſons hands,or (rather) as if one 
were to beate water out ofa rocke. Bur let her firſt 
word preuailg, lether halfe motion be ſuthcient ; 


{ yea, let thy deſire of gratifying her (without any 


' furthermotion) ſerue the turne, co makethee wil- | 


4 -— 


ling to ſhew thine.owne loue,and to nouriſh hers. 


' Doe toher as God tohis Saints, and wil:ingly 
| and abundantly giue her all things ro enjoy, And 


_ - 


this doe, both whileſt you liue together, ani aahy 
deceaſc alſo, if it fall out, that thy ſelte jeparc this 
world firſt. For ſo (which is the third ting Lin 
tended to {peake of)there are two ſeaſons,in which 
the husbands bounty ſhould declare it felfe ':' the 
firſt, during life : the ſecond, after it, , 

The lowe of an husband muſt not die before him- 
ſelſe,no nor with him:bur the effects of ic viſt ſur- 
vive him,and when himſfelte is departed,[1is down- 
tic muſt be preſent with her, cuen after death, As 


the band of their matrimony is extended to the 
Þount 
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| bounds of their natural! life, ſo muſt the practice | 
of liberalitie., Some husbands berich in kindnefſe 
 rowards their wiues, for a moneth or two,or fora 
. yeere ortwo : but their loue is ſoone changed in- 
to aſlighteſteeme of their wines,by reaſon of ſacie- 
'tie : and(ſo itceaſeth tobe able to yeeld forth the 
fruits of a liberall maintenance, Let it not be fo 
' withany of you, Let not your younger times vp- 
braide your eldg, with hauing beene better than 
chey, All vertues ſhould grow in the growth of 
yecres, and chictly charitie, and charitic ro a mans 
| wife moſt of all, The more ſeruice ſhee hath per- 
| formed, the more comfort ſhe hath affoorded, the 
; more ſonnes and daughters ſhe hath trauelled for; 
the more abundant ſhould his affeion be to her, 
and the more open his hand, True vertues will 
ſtrengthen themſelues by exerciſe, and they bee 
none gther then counterfeits, that grow weaker | 
and weaker,til at laſt they be not atall ro be found. 
| If ones liberalitic towards his wife be ſincerely ver- 
ruous, it muft needs be conſtant and encreafing ; 
and the longer he hath ſhewed,the more ready hee 
muſt needs be to ſhew; becauſe he hath taken plea- 
ſure and delight in ſhewing ir.” Bur as Ifaid alſo it 
muſt out-laſt death. VVhen a man is now to leaue 
this world, he muſt not leaue the care of his wite, 
but remember in the diſpoſing of his goods,to be- 
queath ſo ful a part to her, as may make it appeate, | 
thathe thinkes not himſeife wholly dead, fo long 
as ſhe (the one halfe of him)is a live. His loue mult | 
not diſgrace it ſelfc in the cloze of all. Friends ſhew | 
moſt kindneſle at parting ; 4 (hould the w—_— 
| B as. 
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if hee be atrue fricnd : elſe what allowance hee 
gaue her all his lifetime, ſhall not fo much com- 
mend him,as his niggardlines in the concluſion of 
ais life will reproch him, It may well be thought, 
that what he yeelded then,was rather for vaineglo- 
ry ſake (in loue of his owne credit, or through her 
| mcerc importunitic, and reſolution to take a part 
- whileſt ſomwhat was ſtirring), than out of any loue 
to his wife,and true deſire of hegcomfort,if in this 
laſt aft he be not ſutable to himſelfe, Letno man 
therefore bequeath to the world a teſtimony of his 
{ owne vnlouing affection to his wife, by making his 
| bequeſts.ro her ſcantand niggardlys It ſhe benot 
an honeſt woman,& a true wife, how can he thinke 
that the children of her body be his ; if ſhe be, can 
' he forget the roote, and remember the branches ? 
You will ſay, where doth the Scripture command 
meto leaue my wife a good portion, when I die? I 


| haue proofes of this point : forthe dowry was a 
{ portion for the wjues maintenance, what cuer oc- 
caſion ſhould fall out. And when Salomon faith, 
Giue hey ef the fruits of her hands; doeyou thinke he 
| meaneth, ſo long as he liueth onely > Muſt ſhe _ 
| be thought to hauc intereſt into a liberall portion 
| at his death alſo, ſeeing her ncede of things doth 
not endavith his life 2 But in very deede theddji{po- 
{ fition of many husbands in this caſe is not Alone 
| blame-wortliy,but alſo moſt ridiculous, Were it 
not.that the prouiſfion of ioyntures, and ſuch like 
vnalte! able conueiances , doe tie ſomething to 
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theirwiuts, they.ſhould bee. very pooreat the de- | 
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|] ceaſe of their husbands. Their oer-fond affeti- 


on to their children, cateth vp the loue of their 
wiues ; and in remembring too much that they be 
fathers,they forget almoſt, that there was a wife al- 
ſo,by whoſe meanes they were fathers. Therefore 
all is accounted too li: that the children haue, 
all roo much that the mother of the children hath, 
The obieCtions of men in this-caſe are fond and 
friuolous. I ſee (faith one) that widdowes miſ-be- 
ſtow themſelues and fo ſhall ſome vnthrifts come, 
and ſpend what I haue laboured for ? I anſiwere, 
Doſt not thou ſee alſo, ſome wiſe and diſcreete 
widdowes that ſo match themſelues, as their huſ- 
bands kinred receiue Eredir, and their husbands 
children benefic by their ſecond husbands > why 
then wilt thou miſtruſt thy wife without cauſe? 
and thinke that ſhe will proue fond radifoains 
with ſome,not wiſe and prudent with others? Is it 
not a_ to ſuſpe&t the worſt by another,with- 


our 


and waſte-goods,as widdowes marricd to vnthrifts 
and waſtc-goods 2 ſeeſt thou nor as many daugh- 


ters for their portions ſake, (miſ-married) as wid- | 


dowes? ſhall a feare of thy wiaes il|-doing, hinder- 
thee from ſhewing hy loue to her, rather than 
feare of thy childrensto them? To the fruit of thy 
wines body thou art ſo charitable, as to hope rhe 
beſt : why ſhouldeſt thou nor be ſo to her, whoſe 
fruit they be > Wherefore learne thou to commit 
future things tro Gods proutdence. Hee that will F 
trouble himſclfe about what may be doneby his 
Bb 2 wife 


cauſe ? But Ianſwer againe : Seeſt thou not | 
as many yong men and women play the vnthritts 
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A Brae-buſh. Cup. t 3! 
wite or children when he is dead,ſhall ſhewagrear 
deale of folly, inaffeCting the praiſe of roo much 
wiſedome. Doe thou thy dutie to both accor- 
ding as Joue, and the bonds of matrimonic doe 
ie thee vnto borh,and let God difpoſe of both, as 
ſeemes good to him. It ſhall be one meanes of pro- 
curing his blefling,if(ccaſing to vſc ſuch ſuſpictous 
forecaft) thou ſecke to do his will,and put thy con- 
fidence in his goodnefle, to order thy wife as well 
as thy children, Be therefore mindtull that thou 
art az husband.as wel asa father, and leaueſt a mo- 
ther of thy children, as well as children of thy bo- 
dy z and let thy wite, euen ater thy death, enioy 
ſuchapart of thy ſubſtance, as that ſhee need nor 
ſtand beholding to her children. (that inall reaſon 
ſhould haue them beholdirg to her) and that ſhee 
may liue as becommeth the widdow of an huCſ. 
band of ſuch an eſtate. Neither let thy wiues infi- 
nuations make thee ſparinger to thy children than 
is fit ; nor let thy fondneſſe to thy children, make 
thee more regardlefle of thy wife than is fit: but be 
ſure as thine eſtate is, to lether haue where-witha!l | 
to live like a mother,they like children : for doubr- 
leffe the wife hath wrong, if her husbarid doe nor | 
prouide fo for her, that the children ſhall 1yant oc- 
caſion to deſpiſe her in herage. 
And thus at laſt I am cone to the end of the 
| mans peculiaf duties alſo, wherein you ſee how 
| long I haue been, and thatfor two reaſons:firſt be- 
cauſe more is required of him,to whom thegreater 
{ preeminence is giuen : and ſecondly, becauſe his 


| diſorders are more hurtiull, as the diſeaſes of the |. 
a oP . head, 
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head, and the vnframednefle of the maine wheele 

of the clocke. But now I proceede to declare the 

wiues dutie alfo, requeſting the womanglTonegſt 

you, to attend now with your beſt diligenCe, 


—— 2 ——- -———— - 


"1 Crap. XIV. 


Of the wines peculiar duties. 


| He wiues ſpeciall dutie may fitly be re- | 4 wines ſpeci- 
ferred to two heads : fuſt, the muſt age «Fdn19 fon- 
knowledge her inferioritie : {econdly,ſhe Te. ach 
muſt carry her ſelfe as an inferior. Pirft then, eue- | ledging her in- 
ry good woman muſt ſuffer her ſelfe to be conuin- | ion ne aa 
ced in judgement, that ſhe is not her husbands &- | ;ng her/elfe 
quall (yea,tharher husband is her berter by fare), | «rs to bet 
without which ir is not poſſible there ſhould be ,*** 
any contentment, either in her heart , or in her 
houſe. Where the woman ſtands vpon termes of | | 
equalitic with her husband (much more if ſhee | | 
| will needs account her ſelte his better) the very * 
roote of all good carriage is quite withered, and 
the fountaine thereof vtterly dried vp :, out of 
place, our of peace ; and woe to thoſe miſerable | 
aſpiring ſhoulders, which will not content them- | 
ſelues to rake theirroomie below the heads VVho- | 
ſocuer. therefore doth deſire or purpoſe' to beet | 
good wife,or to live comfortably,lerher ſer downe 
this concluſion within her ſoule : Mine husband 
is wy ſuperiour,my better: he hathauthoricie and | 
rule ouer me, nature hath giuen it him, hauing fra- | 
med our bodies to tendernefſe,mens to more hard- 
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neſſe ; God hath giuen it him, ſaying to our firſt 
mother Exah, Thy deſire ſhall be ſubiect to thine huſ- 
band, e ſhall rule owner thee, His will I ſee to 
bee made by God thetic and tedder, not of mine 
aftions alone, but of my deſires and wiſhes alſo. I 
will not ſtriue againſt God and nature:though my 
finne haue made my place tedious, yer will I ſure 
confeſſe and hold the truth : Mine husband is my 
ſuperiour, my better. Vanleſle the wife learne this 
leſſon perfectly, if ſhe haue itnot wichout booke, 
candat her fingers ends (as wee ſpeake); if her very 
heart doe not inwardly and thorowly condeſcend 
vnto it, thcre will be nothing betwixt them hut 
wrangling,repining, ſtriuing, and a continuall vy- 
. | ing to beequall with him, or aboue him 
ſhall their life be nothing elſe but avery b 
a trying of maſteries,a wotull lining. Arid ſo much 
the rather ſhould the woman yecld the truth of 
| this point,by how much.it is more plainly proued ; 
by the word of. God: for ſo ſufficient, euident and 
vndeniable is the manifeſtation of Gods wil in this 
behalfe, thatnothing but mcere wilfulnes can op- 
poſe it ſelfe againſt jr. Ir is obſtinacy, not igno- 
rance ; and the peremprtorineſle of pride and ſto- 
mack,not the weakeneſle or inſufficiencie of iudg- 
ment, that cauſeth any woman to make any queſti- 
on of this truth,/z. that herhusband is the ſupe-\ 
riour, ſhee the inferiour. Is he not termed by the 
Apoſtle in this place, the wines heed ? What can 
that metaphor import bur an cuilent {uperioritic? 
is ſhenor required to be I him. > How 


can that be demanded of any bfit an inferiour? Lit- 
| tle 
nt 
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tle it is that may be ſaid tothe contrary, yet ſome- | 


| 


——— 


ching wilfulnefſe will haue to alleage. Fam (thin- 


himſelfe, perhaps better ; my wealth, wit, paren- 
tage, before I met with him, didequall or ſurpaſſe 
him ; and why ſhould Icount my felfe his inferi- 
 our,to whom I am no way infecriour in gifts or ſuf- 
ficiencies? Firſt, I ſay vato thee O woman, that a 
| womans chiefeſt ornament, is lowlinefſe of mind, 


|*which ſhould cauſe her to maintaine in her ſelfe a 
meane account of her ſelfe, and of her owne abili- 
tics. Selfe-loue is a very partiall Iudge, and cafily 


ouer-prizeth things in ones ſclte. It is not good 
truſting roo much to ones owne opinion of him- 
ſelfe,, feeing that the knowledge of our owne 


edge. Bur ler vs grant fqr the time, that .in 
gifts thoy art his better; hauing more wit and vn- 
derſtanding,more readineſſe of |ſpeech, more dex- 


' | vnderſtand for anſwer, that ſo may thy ſeruant ex- 


| ccede thee as much, as thou doſt him, - Hath not 


ſtanding(and oftentimes ailo more grace too)than 
| maſter and dame put both together ? yet loath 
would the wife be(I thinke)that the ſeruant ſhould 
denie both her husband and her ſelfe the name of | 
berrers, Know then, thata man may be ſuperiour 
in place and power to one,to whom he is inferiour | 


that thou doſt wickedly abule the good parts that 


keth ſome woman) &f as good birth and parts as 


\ 


_— , is one moſt commendable part of our | 
know]! 


2 . . n 
ceritic of managing affaires, and whatſocuer other 
| good qualitic may be incident to- a woman ; yet 
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many a ſcruant in the houſe more wit and vnder- | 


in gifts and ſufficiencies; and therefore know allo, | 
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God hath giuen, in ſeeking thence to infringe 
thine husbands ſuperioritic ouer thee : and beiter 
were it for a woman tro be of meanecapacitie, and 


(he can put vpon her the ſpirit of ſubieCtion), than 
to be adorned with all the good qualities of nature 
(for thoſe of grace the cannothaue, ſo long as her 
pride is ſo predominant; that it will not ſuffer her 
LO ſee and confeſle this truth), and thereby be made 
ſclke>conceited againft her husband, Wherefore 
O thou wife, let thy beſt vaderſtanding be to vn- 


husband is by God made thy gouernourand ru- 
ler, and thou his inferiour, to bee ruled by him 
| Though hee be of meaner birth, and of lefler wir, 
| though he were of no wealth, nor account in the 
| world, before thou didft marry him : yerafter the 
| rying of this knot, God will haue thee ſubie&,and 
thou muſt put vpon thy lelfe a willingneſſe tO CoOnN- 
| fefle thy ſelfe fo to bee, If thou demandeſt, what 
reaſon 1s there for that? I anſwer, there is no reaſon 
inthat perſon, that cannot ſee reaſon to ſtand ro 
Gods appdfntment, in the ordering of higher or 
lower places. Haſt thou any religion in thee , if 
| thou ſte no reaſon in this reaſon ? Ir is fit it ſhould 
be ſo, becauſe the Lord hath ſo appointed, This 
duty had ſo much more neede to bee preſſed, be- 
| cauſe, though ir be ſo plaine, as it cannot be deni- 
| ed, yet it is withall ſo hard, that itcan hardly bee 
ycelded vnto : burtvaleſſe tne 1:dgement be truly 
| informed, ind ſoundly conuinced of this point,the 
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flow wit, andcuery way ſimply qualified (fo that 


« N { 
dcrſtand (that, that makes for thy peace),that thine 


will and affetions will neucr be kept in good or- | 
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| der, ſer'it downe therefore as a concluſion, not fo 
much as once to be called into queſtion ; My huf- | 
band is my better. = . | | 
Secondly,the wife being reſold that her place | 
is the lower, muſt carry her ſelfe as an inferiour : | ry 
for it boots little to confefſe his authority in word, 
| if ſhee frame not her ſelfe to ſubmiſſion in deede. 
Now ſhe ſhall reſtifie her inferioritie in Chriſtian | 75, #,# yerrne 
manner, if ſhee praQtiſethoſe too duties of reue- | !f « wife. 
| rence and ſubicction, which are appropriated to | M** 
the place of inferiours.” Firſt for reuerence, the 
wife owes as much of that to her husband, as the 
' children or ſeruants doe to her : yea,as they doeto 
| him; onely it is allowed, that to hs it be {weetned 
; with more loue and more familiaritie, All inferi- 
| ours owe reucrence alike, neither muf the wife be 
ſo erroneouſly conceited of her place,as if ſhe were 
| leſſe bound to reuerence her husband, than are the 
reſt of the family : thisalorie is thedifference, ſhe 
may bee more familiar, not more rude ; as being | 
moredeare, not leſſe ſubie than they. And this | xhe wife uſt 
reuerence of hers muſt bee both inward and out- | reverence her | 
ward:firſt,the heart of the wife muſt be held vnder, | **%-4n5<7 
inwardly, with a durifull reſpe& of her husband ; 
ſhe muft regard him as Gods deputie,not looking 
to his perſon, but to his place ; nor thinking ſo 
much who and whax an one he is, as whoſe officer. 
This the Apoſtle ſtri&ly enioynerh, ſaying, Ler rhe Epbeſ. 5.vle, 
wife ſce, that ſhe feare ber buband: as if he had ſaid, | 
of all things lether moſt carctully labour not to | 
faile in this point of duty : for if ſhe doe, her whole | 
carriage otherwiſe, muſt needs be rude and vnbe- | | 
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| | ſeeming, Now you muſt know, that the Apoftles 
| meaning is to preſcribe a feare (not flauiſh,but lo- 
| ving),fuch as may well ſtand withthe neareſt vnion 
of hearts; as is ro be ſecne berwixt Chriſt and his 
| Church. This feare of the wife is, when(in conſide- 
| ration of his place) ſhe doth abhorre and ſhunne it 
as the greateſt cuil] that can befa!l her, next to the 
breach of Gods commandements,to diſfpleaſe and 
offend her husband, We ſtand in due awe of Gods 
Maieſty,when we loath the breach of his comman- 
dement and gricuing of his Firir, as the greateſt , 
of all euils : and the wife doth duly feare her hu. 
band, when next to the former euill, ſhe ſhuns th 

= diſobeying, gricuing and diſpleaſing of her bul- 
band,who isnext to God abouc her in the family. 
| | Suchregard muſt her heart haue of her head, that 
it may keep her hand and tongue, and all from dif- 
order. A man feares a Bcare,leſ(t he ſhould doe him 
1 miſchiefe, and this feare is alwaics ioyned with a 
-defire of the ruine and hurt of the thing feared. 
But the reuecrence of inferiours, isa feare mixed 
with loue,that rather flicthtrom the offence of the | 
busband, than from any hurt to be recceiued from 
him.* I know this is not cuſtomable among the 
greater number of women;yea,they ſcarce eſteeme | 
it a ſeemely. or ancedtull thing that itſhould bee 
ſo : yea, they careas little for their husbands, as 
{. their husbands for them ; nay,they doe altogether 
| deſpiſe them, not regarding whether they be plea- 
ſed yea or no:and ſome (inſtead of obſeruing)haue | 
inuerted the Apoſtles precept, cauſing their huf- [- 
bands to ſtand in fearc of them, This impudency | 

| and: 
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' Prince, will prodiice alſo ſome reverence to his 


and vnwoman-hood,doth track the way to the har- 
lots houſe; giuing all wiſemen to vnderſtand, that 
ſuch rude creatures cither haue,or would,or ſoone 
wil caſfoffthe carc of honeſty,as wel as of loyaltie, 
Burt if thou wilt cuer proofe a vertuous wite, take 
much paines with thine heart, to make it ſtand in 
awe of thinc husband;and know,thatGod hath not 
fornaught giuEthe former preciſe caucat vnto wo- 
men.As a woman growes in this inward reſpeC&t,ſo 
may ſhe looke to ger the better of all other irfirmi- 
ties : as ſhe is — zrein,ſo ſhall ſhe be peſtered 


— — _— _— 


with all other eportyittes, Where the hart ſers light 
by any,the words and aCtions will be contemptu- 
ous: it the tountaine be muddied with contempr,ſo 
ſhal the ſtreames alſo. But how ſhal a woman bring 
her heart to this regardfull diſpoſition?I anſwer,by 
looking through her husband to God the author 
of marriage,and putting her ſelf often in mind,nort 
of ys deſerts,bur of Gods ordinance. If one conſi- | 
der an inferiourofficer(in himſelf), he cannot ſome- 
times butdiſdaine him for his meaneneſle and enil 
qualities:if he conſider him as the Kings officer(in- 
truſted with a part of that royal authoritie which is 
originally inthe Prince), his great reuerence to his 


officer forhis ſake, The husband is to thewife the 
image and glory of God, The power that is giuen 
to him, is Gods originally, and his by Gods ap- 
pointment. Lookenot therefore on the gifts and | 
qualities of thine husband,bur vpon his place; and | 
know that thou canſtnotnegle&, or deſpiſe him, ' 
but that the contempt redoundeth vnto Gods dil- | 
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honour, who haih 07#zhed him to be thine head; | 

ſo if religion haue ſeaſoned thine heart with the 

feare of God, thou ſhalr feare thine husband alfo 

for his commandement ſake.But as the wines heart 

mukſt be affected with this louing feare, ſo muſt her 

outward carriage alſo ſauour thereof, and ſhew it 

rhe wives | foorth,and that in two ſpeciall things. Firſt,in her 

words m*Þ | Lords x ſecondly, in her geſtures and behani 

ow rencreuces | WOIs 3 ly, geſtures and behaniour, 

Fwþ,»brr/be | Her words are either to himſelte in perſon,of him ? 


ſpeeke570 bi. | behind his backe,or to others before him: All muſt | 
have a taſte of reuerence, Firft,her ſpeeches to him- | 
{clfe,muſtneirher be curred, ſharpe, ſullen, paſio- 
nate , techy ; nor yet rude, carelefle, vamanner- 
ly, and contemptuous' ;: bur all ſuch as carry the 
ſtampe of teare vpon them, teſtifying,that ſhe well 
conſiders, who her ſelfe is, and to whom the ſpea- 
keth. The wiues tongue toward her husband muſt 
neither b&keene nor looſe; neither ſuch as argues 
rage nor neglect : but ſauonring of all lowlgeſle 
and quietneſle of affeCtion ; thar if another ſhould | 
| ſtand by -and heare them, hee might perceiue, | 
(chough he knew not otherwiſe) that theſe are the | 
' words of an inferiour to herbetter, Looke what | 
kind of words thy ſelfe wouldeſt diſlike from thy 
| ſeruant or childe,thoſe muſt not thou dare to giue 
vnto thine husband: for the ſame duty of feare is in 
the ſame words, and in the ſame plaineneſſe com- 
manded to thee,that isvnto the. Herein Sarh once 
| faulted, ſhee was aloft {and in the bonighes (as wee 
ſpeake), Thou defl me wrong.(laith ſhe), 43d God bee | | 
Conn, indge betweene me and thee, Herein allo Rebel offen- 
; | ded, that eame to her husband fuming ; and ina 
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: Genel. 16,5. 
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pelting chafe, muſt needs chide with himfor chil. 
dren ſaying, Giue me childrew,or elſe 1die, Though 
14506 loued Rahel tenderly ,yer(you know)he could 
not brooke this rudenefle without anger (tor his 
wrath was kindled) and hee ſaid , Am 1 i» Gods 
place, that bath denied to thee the fruiggf the wombe? 
Herein alſo Michal, Sawles daugh@r and Dauids 
wite (thavtigh a Queene) yet was much ont of the 
way ; for ſhe came ſcofhng and flouting to the 
Kiog her husband (a thing of the two, lefle tolcra- 
ble than wrath and rage, becaulc it ſhewes a more 
allowed contempt), and, How 24rious (laith Thee) 
was the King of Iſrael this day;gc. When her hufs 
band in her conceit (though not indeede)} bad car- 
ried bimſelfe ſomewhat vnhittingly for the place of 
a King : ſhee cannot tell him of it in good andre- 
ſpectiue- faſhion, but with a; bitter raunting muſ} 


tend to ſhew., how ſubic&t women are to dil-reue- 
rent paſſages of ſpeech ; and withall how loath- 
ſome'and vnwomanly they be : yer for all theſe ex- 
amples and warnings, we want not women (if the 
name of a woman be not wronged, .in giuing it to 
ſuch ſhameleſle creatures ), that chafe and ſcold 
with their busbands, railing vpon them, and reui- 
ling them, and ſhaking them vp with ſuch termes, 
as wers nothing ſufferable towards a neighbour,or 
towards a ſeruant. Staines of ———— ble- 
mithes of their ſex, monſters in nature, batches of 


j_the family,rude,ſhamelefſe, graccleſſe,nex:r to har- 


lots, if not the ſame with them. Let ſuch words 
lcauea bliſter behinde them, and ler the canker cat 
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needes breake a teſt vpon him. Thele examples 


—_= 


—_— 


VJ 


2. Sam. 6.20. 


— Rn. o— _—_—— 


— EIA OO no _ 


* - 
w 
—_— —_=r__ ao err ner eerie edt 
. 


— 


SOV > A os Pas + "Am 4m. 


| POND 


r98 | 4 A Bride-baſÞ. Crue, ” | 


out ſich tongues : and what remedy an husband 

ſhould vie for ſucha feſtring ſore, wee deliuered 
you before; if patient forbearing and admonitions 

will notbring them to reformation, let the words 

| of 84/omonbehearkned vnto,a rod is for the "__ 

| | | backe : and ikea ſcorner, Why this precepr 

| ſhould be limited with any limitation tending ro 
| ſaſe-gard a ſcornefull, fooliſh, graceleſſe woman | 
| from the execution of it, I canverity ſee no reaſon, | 
| neither(I thinke) can any man render any. But be- | 
' : 22008 ſides theſe natorious ones, women otherwiſe ver- 
| ' tuous, muft be content to be told of a fault in this ; 
| behalfe, They can ſometimes take vp their hub- 
' bands with-quicke ſpeeches ſharply fet on, they 
can ſet them downe ſhore with a cutted anſwere, 
. and weary their cares with tumultuous brawling. 
. Ts this ſeemely for a Chriſtian woman ? ſhoulda 
daughter of $«r4h gouerne her tongue no better > | 
Why wilt thou teach thy children to be rebelli- 
' ous,and ſhew thy ſeruants the trade of fwelling,fu- 
. ming and rudenefſe > Thinkeſt thou that ſuch be- 
hauiour is not infe&tious > Shall not they vſe it to 
rhee,when they ſee thee ve it to thine husband ?or 
is it more tolerable in them to thy ſelte, than in 
| thee to thine head ? Setnot thoſe of thy family fo 
' bada coppy ; teach them rather that reuerent and 
| dutifull carriage, which thou wouldeſt haue them 
; praQtiſe rothy ſelfe : Tor bee ſure the woman ſhall 
-make her ſelfe vile,that ſets her husband at naught, 
and thoſe that abnſe their ſuperiours, doe but im- 
bolden their inferiours, to pay themſelues home 
| with the like abuſe. Yea, doe notyou good,wo- | 
| men | 
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men alone. forbeare theſe fumiſh ſpeeches, ſauou- | 

ring of paſſion,which cannor ſtand with reuercnce; 

but beware alſo of words,that through their oucr- 
familiarnefle , may hewray contempt, ſecing the 
prouerb ſaith erue, that roo much familiaritic will 
breede contempt. I told you before, that it was 

the priuiledge of a wife (becauſe of her deareneſle) 

that ſhe may be familiar : but yet I have obſerued 

an exceſſe of familiarneſſe, that in my conceir de- | 
ſerueth to bg blamed : for why,itſeemes to bewray 
a forgetfulyeſlc of reverence and inferioritie, A 
woman of ſixty or ſeucnty yeeres old,could be wel 
content to haue her marricd daughter (now made 
the mother alſo of childzen) to be familiar with !. 


— OS OO nec - 
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her yea, ſhe dyſireth þ& familiaritie, and would on 
not hane hcr ſtr: : butyer ſhe could not chule | 0 
but count it erthan all ſtrangeneſle, if her | 
daughter ake to her in ſuch a famittar 6-3 


language as this; Gooy Beſſz2,or good Nel,cr good 
efdoc ſuch or ſuchy thing for me. Ang wiy | FO 
+ ' 1 ' 
| ther ſhould 4 woman bexee her ſelfe fo ouer-bold 
; of her husbands kindnefſe yas to nickname him 
| with thoſe nick-nimes of faquliaritie, Tom, Diu, 
| . 
' Ned, will, 7acke, or the like, as\Þ have heard good 
| wiucs do;but(T confeſſe) with a manifeſt diftsfting 
of their rucenefle in that behalte ; for could a wo- 
wan ſpeake otherwiſe to her child orfernant{it ſe 
would focake ina phraſe that ſhould ſhe her ſeite 
'wel pleaſed)than in ſuch kind of abbreuiated names 
as theſe are 2 Certainly the womans loue mult | 
be tempered with feare; and thoſe ſpeecites of hers, 


Which would thew kindnefle,muſt alſo haue a __ | 
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| Secondly, when , 


| he ſpeakerh ro 
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| behauiour to any other before him, than otherwiſe 


| others in h's preſence, that they be ſuch and ſo fra: 


| and therefore muſt not ſpeake but vpon necefſitie, 


TT 


» 


of reuerence vpon them, orelſe they be not allo w- 
able. Wherefore let good wiues be taught (in ſpea- 
king to their husbands) to learne of her that called 
her husband by an honourable name. Leaue Tom 
and Dzcke to call thy boy by , and call thine huſ- 
band, husband, or ſome other name of equall dig- 
nitic to that, Amt] thus muſt a womans tongue be 
ordered towards her husband, when ſhe ſpeakes to 


- She muſt alſo looke to her ſpeeches direQed to 


med, as may witneſſe a dueregard of him. His 
company muſt make her more reſpeCtiue of her 


ſhe neede to be, Her words to children and ſer- 
uants in his fight and heariog , ought not to bee 
loudand ſnappiſh. It ſhe perceiuea fault in them, 
ſhe muſt yet remember, that her better ftands by, 


and then vtter that reproofe in a more ftill and 
mild manner,which in his abſence ſhe might ſet on 
with pore roundnefſe, No woman of gouernment 
will 7 208 her children and ſeruants to be loud and 
brawling before her, and ſhall ſhe her ſelfe bee ſo 
before her husband?what then is become of the re- 
membrance of inferioritic ? Nay verily this reue- 
rence doth inioyne the woman ſilence, when her 
Iusband 1s preſent : I meane not an vtter abſti- 
nence from ſpeech, but vſing fewer words (and 
thoſe mild and low) not loud and cager. The Apo- 
file commands the woman to be in filence, orjn | 
quictnefſe, wherein he entoynes not ea ve. 
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ſay, fuch as: doe fo farre exceede them in yeares, 
' i that incourſe of nature they might be parents vn- 

' tothem; for otherwiſe two or three yeares diffec- 
rence of age doth not make this diſtin&tion) : ſo. |. 
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like, but a generall ſilence to hold in the houſe and | 
other priuate meetings : for why ſhould that place | 
of Scripture be needleſly reſtrained, which is fitly | 
capable of a larger interpretation. The reaſon of | 
which duty is grounded cuen vpon the confidera- | 
tion of the two ſexes. For cuen as youth is inferi- | 
our ro age,and young folke to the aged ( that is to | 


_— 
Cuarig. 


_ 
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likewiſe is the male ſex preferred before the female 
in degree of place, and in dignitie, as all will yeeld 


that conſider the words of the Scripture in that be- 
| halfe ; for the woman was made for man, and not 
| manfor the woman, He is the iniage and glory of 


| the firſt place. I confeſle, thar in differences of this 


\God, ſhee is his image and his glory ;andnature- 

ath giuen her, her haire for a coucring, as a natu- 
rall badgepfthis her inferioritic to the man,whom 
alſo God made in the firſt place, that he might 
thereby make knowne his mind of Suing tha (ex 


kind (which are not ioyned with power of ruling 
and obeying), other reſpe&ts may fall out to ouer- 
a that difference, which ariſeth from age, 

,gifts,or the like. As a younger'man may be in' 
authoritie, an elder man may bee in a priuate - | 
ſtate, and then is this inferioritie after a ſort ſha- 
dowed and obſcured, yet not fo, but that ſome re- 


ſpe muſt be ha to it, thoughnot ſo much. And | 


ſo a woman in other reſpects preferred before a 


man, may inregard of ſuch incident confiderati- | 
Dd ons, 
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ons,rake leaue to be leſſe heedfull of that infertori- 


tie, which comes vnts her with her ſexe, and in re- 
gard of it (asa miſtreſſe in her carriage to her man 
ſeruant), bur yer ſtill there muſt bee ſome reſpect, 
had to this diff:rence, which God and nature haue 
made. And if in any thing this inferioritic be ro 
be acknowledged, then doudtleſle in this particu- 
lar whereof we are ſpeaking (than which there can- 
not be alcfle, nor yet a fitter demonſtration of it, 
and which is alfo required of younger people ro- 
wards their ancients (if other things doe alſo a- 
gree) to abſtaine from many and high words, and. 
to ſpeake little and low before them. VWhepetore 
let women cither Excuſe chat and loudneſle in 
youth before their ancients, or in their children 
and ſeruants before them ; orelſe let them con- 


- demne it in themſelues before their husbands zand 


not alone ſo, but before men in generall. I know 
this dutie goes againſt che haire, and there are but 
a very few woinen, that can perſwade thenaſclues 
ro ſhew their thoughts of inferioritie, by fewneſle 
of words: for where isfuddennefſe of wit,and ſcar- 
citic of wildome (as in the greater number ot this 
lex comparatiuely), there is likely forFardneſle to 
jpeake, and multicude of words, Burtart all times, 
among{tall wile folke,the talkatiueneſſe of women 
before men(chiefly their husbands,and moſt of all 
wicn it comes to loud and earneſt ſpeaking) hath 
gone in the reckoning of a fault,anda ſigne of felt- 
conccitedneſſe and indiſcretion. And contratily, 
filence hath. been highly accounted of as a comely 


ornament to that ſex; who then are beſt liked, and 
"moſt 


_—_—_—— 


_y _ —_—_— 


- 
—_—_— 


_—_ " 4 
F r - F 
- ” 


| 


-— 


—— 


__ —— 


Crarc14. A Bride-buſh, 


ll 


moſt worthy to be liked when they ſhew leaſt like- 
ing of themſelues; by not louing ro heare them- 
ſelues ſpeake, You know of what woman it was, 


of whom Sz/omon ſaith, She is loud and ftubborne; Pro.7.1r; 
and againe, She is clamorous, Doubtlefſe a ſimple | * 93 


woman holding her peace ſhal haue more honour, 
than one of more. wit, if ſhee beeful] of tongue. 


| Wherefore let woman-kind learne ſilence (this is 


one partof the quiernefle of ſpirit commended to 
them by Peter), and ſuffer the due and reuerent c- 
ſteeme of their husbands, to worke in rhem a ſpe- 


ciall moderation of ſpeech ,. whileſt chey-bee in | 


place. 


And thirdly the womans { peeches of her kusband 


| behind his backe, muſt be 'durifull and reſpeCtiue, 


Shee muſt not talke of him with a kind of carele(- 


| neffe or {lightnefle of ſpeech, much leſſe with de- 


ſpighrfull and repeochtull rermes. Herein the god- 
ly faCt of Saris commended to our imitation, 
and muſt be pur in praCtiſe; when ſhe but thought 
of her husband inthe abſence of all company,ſhe 
did reucrently intitle him by the name of my Lord. 
It in private ſhee gauehim ſo good and honou- 


rable a title, what ſhould the hane done in compa- | 


ny 2 what in his owne preſence ? what vntq him- 
ſelte. . Somuſt women inte themielues to ſubmil- 
ftuenes in thoughts and ſpeeches in their husbands 
abſence, that they may the better practiſe the ſame 
in their preſence : for great is the force of cuſtome 
in this matter. Who would brooke a child fpea- 
king di{gracefuily, and miurmuringly againſt his 


owneiadther, though behind his backe 2 and hall 
Dd 2 ic; 


: 
« 


' 


|. 
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Thirdly, when | © 


ſhe ſpeaketh to 


ethers of bim 


Behind bis back 
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. . | doth ſhe dareto doe any other : but this demon- | | 


| 


| 


there is more certaine triall of her inward affecti- 


ſhe to be more atrentiue to her words. Very dread 
| may force a woman to giue good words vnto her 


itbec thought ſufferable in a wife > By how much 
on and diſpoſition in ſuch caſe: by ſo much ought 


husband, becauſe neither will he brooke, neither 


ſtrateth a right conſcionable reſpe&, when ſhee 
will notthink or ſpeake of him (chough he be farre 
from hearing or knowing it), without ſome note of 
good regard, that thoſe which heare may perceiue 
{hee doth account him her gouernour and better, 
He that allowes not an euil thought of the Prince, 
will not allow euill ſpeeches of the husband, in 
priuate talke betweene neighbours ; for hee is the 
Prince of the houſhold, the domeſticall King. 
Wherefore, though thine husband be farrefrom | 
thee, yet let thy feare of him bepreſentwith thee, 
that in mentioning of him to others, thou bewray 
not acontempt of him in thy felfe. And thus muſt 
a womans words be ordered towards her husband, 
Something allo muſt be ſpoken of her geſtures and? 
countenances, which as well as her words,muſt be 
mixed with reuerence, and haue a taſte of feare. 
Both good and bad diſpoſitions haue more wates | 
of vttering themſclnes, than by the tongue. . Sels- 
won ſpcaketh of an eye that deſpiſeth the mother: 
ſurely then the eye alſoof the wife may be a deſpi- : 
ſing eye ; and her whole behaujour, with the ge- 
{tures of her whole body, may proclaime con- 
tempt, though her tongue bee altogether ſilent. 
Now theſealſo muſt be looked vnto;that they may | 


not 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


3 


| from him,in a mixture of ſullennefle and diſdaine, 
| be things that doe breake the bridle of feare, and | 


is allowed them, but no-rudeneſſe. And of reuc- 
D 


es, 


not diſcouer abaſe cfteeme of the husband. And as F 
the barre of reuerence muſt hold the tongue ſo faſt | 
in, that no ſpeeches may haue licence to goe a- | 


| broad, bur thoſe that areclad in the liucry oFduti- |. | 


fulncfle : fo likewiſe muſt the other parts of her 
body,the eye, thebx&w,the noſtrils, the hands, the | 
fecte, the ſhoulders, be kept in ſo good order, by 
the gouernance of the ſame vertue, that they may 
not prooue as iniurious and harmefull, as almoſt 


the worſt words could doe. To ſwell and pour, to | 


lowre and ſcoule,to huffe and puffe, to frowne and 
fume,to turne the ſide towards him,and fling away 


tread do wne the mounds of reuerence ſo plainely, 
that farre ſhould, it be from a vertuous woman, 
and one that would hauc her conſcience beare her-] 
witneſle, that her chaſte connerſation is coupled 
with feare, ſo much to mildemeane her ſelfe ro- 
wards her husband vponany occaſion. Theſe rude | 
and contemptuous behauiours , are-no leſſe; yn- : 
comly in an. inferiour, and doe- no. leſſe diſpleaſe 
and diſcontent a fuperiour, to whom they are pra- 
Riſed, than the moſt fierce & outragious ſpeeches 
would doe. Wherefore as her ſelfe will condemne 
theſe in her children,or maidens towards her ſelfe; 
ſo.let her by no meanes allow them in her ſelfe a- 
gainſt her huisband, towards whom the Lord hath 
bound her as well to practife reuerence and feare, 
as any of her inferioyrs vnto hex, For till it muſt 
be preſſed vpon the harts of wines, that familiariry 
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| parts*; the firſt is obedience ro her hnsbands com- 


| doubtlefle ſhe can exact it none otherwiſe than as | 
his depuric, and a {ubftitute vnder him, Bur the 


| meaſure ; not whether a wite muſt obey, but how 
| farre her obedience mult extend, is viually called 


OY 


ence, the womans firſt dutie,ſo much, 
Her ſecond ſpeciall dutie is ſubieQion,of which 
it followeth to ſpeake : now, that hath alfo rwo 


mandements ; the ſecond, is ſubmiſſion to his re- 
proofes or- correioris. For the fir t, the Apofille 
doth plyinly piue it in charge to women, ſaying ; 
Let the wife be [ubief? to her hucband tn all thin 25, 
What need wee further proofe > VVhy'is ſhee his | 
wite,tt {He willnor obey him #* and how can the in 
his name require 6bedience of rhe children-and | 
ſeruants,if her ſclte refuſe to yeeld i itvnto him ? for 1 


chingit ſelfe will notbe ſo much queſtioned ,as the 


intoqueſtio:to which doubt the Apoſtle hath yeel- 
ded.vs.a moſt plaine and fatisfa&orie reſolution, 
ſaying,1n all things in the Loyd; Obedience(you'ſee) 
moſt be general alone ;fo that it be in the Lord. In 
whatſoeuer mattera womans yeelding ro her hus- | 
band, ſhall not proove a rebellion againſt her ma- | 
ker, in that matter ſhee is bound in conſcience to |] 
yeeld vnto him, without any further queſtion, For | 
indeed it were bertet for the husband thar ſhe were | 
left ather owne libertic in all things, than notin 
all things tied to obedience ; this ſeruice will be 
laketmes and thankelefle, if ir benor vniuerſall. 
To be obſcanious- alone| inqhings that pleaſe her 
OWNe affeions; 4s not to: obey her husband, bur | 
her ſeife, 'T heerue roricliNone of obedience, is a 
thing 
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thing commanded: that crofſeth her deſires : for. 
what praiſe can it be;to doe whathe biddeth, if fhe'' | | 
would haue done it, though he had neuer bidden: | { 
| bur this cuinceth hearty and conſcionable ſubie- | | 
| &ion, when ſhe crofleth her owne defires to fulfill | 
his, and chuſeth to doe what her ſelte would nor, 
becauſe her husband wills it, And ſeeing ſhee re- | | 
quireth a like largeneſſe of duty from the ſeruants | 
in his name : her ſelfe ſhall beiudge againſt her | 
ſclfe, if ſhe doe not readily giue,what ſhe carneſtly. | ; 

looketh to receiue. And doubtlefle it were much ' 
more troubleſome to haue authoritic ouera wite, | DS 
otherwiſe than ſo limited or ſtreiened, than to | | 
hane none authoritie at all over her. If an husband | 
' might not command his wife in all lawfull things, | 
| it were more for his peace and for hers, and fofall ; 
| the families, that he might command her in no- | 
thing. For ſceing there is no vmpire at hand to | | 
decide the controuerſie berwixt them (in what BY | 

things he may command, in what not), the very | 

doubtlulnefſe will make her bold to gaine-fay in | 
any.thing.whercin ſhe is not willing of her ſelte ro 
obcy. Tins more words ſhould be.{pent,and more 
labour and time beſtowed in difputing the queſti- 
on, whether inthis and this, ſhe be bound to obey, | 1 
than all her obedience may poſſibly be worth, For 

' this cauſe the Lord of heauen, whole wiſedome | 
 fore-ſaw, thathis authority would bee worth no- 
| thing, if it were not of this extent, hath pleaſed to 
/ put. it out of all controuerſie, by giuing him as | 
| greata largeneſſe of power as might bc;{o that his 
| o:vne royall prerogatiue of being Lord of alſ,and | i 
2 aboue ! 
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| abeue:all , might not be croſſed and impeached 
' thereby. I confeſſe, a man is bound to llooke to 
4 more points, than the lawfulneſſe of the thing by 
| him commanded : but this is the onely thing to 
E- which the wife muſt bend her thoughts, In lawtull 
| things fhee may gently diflwade, it ſhee percciuc 
them otherwiſe inconuenient : but innothing may 
| | ſhe refuſe his commandement,vnlefle it be vnlaw- 
full. Neither yet ſufficeth it,that her obedience do 
reach to all Jawtull chings, vnlefle it be alſo perfor- | 
| med willingly, readily, quietly, chearefully ; with- | 
out brawling, contending, thwarting, ſowernefle, | 
| A good worke miay be marred (you know) by an ill 
4 manner of doing it z as good ſtuffe may be ſpilted 
| by the bungerly making. The wife ſhall vtterly dil- 
S grace and disfigure her obedience, if ſhee repine, 
| and hang off, and grow impatient, and ſhew cho]- 
| | ler,and will not,till ſhe cannot chuſe. Needs muſt, 
+ needs ſhall (faith the prouerb). Thanklefle is all 
obediegce,it it be compelled : nay, indeed it is not 
obedience, if force doe draw alene the outward 
| man, and the will it ſelfe doe not of it ſelfe fubrgit 
 itſelfe z ſuch yeeldance declareth no renerence,nor 
deſerueth any praiſe : but then is obedlence lauda- |. 
ble,and becomes a note of a vertuous woman, and 
a dutifuil wife, when of her owne accord, in a con- 
{cionable acknowledgment of her dutie,ſhe comes : 
on of her ſelfe voluntarily and without vrging ; 
| cuen as a wel-broken horſe, that ſeemes to haue but 
| one ſoule with the rider, ſo readily doth he ſtop or 
curne, or goe with the hand ofhim vhat moues the 
bridlg, Wherefore if you will haue your obedi- | 
| ence 
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once worth any thing, make no tumule abour ir 
. | outwardly ,allow none within, And thus now you 

| haue heard the firſt part of ſubieQtion,obedienceza 
| duty which (I doubt not) ſeemeth hard enough to 
woman-kind x for it is a yoake laid vpon them in 
their creation, which alſo ſince their fall, hath been 
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more hard, and witha]l,equally, if ngt more need- 
| full ; chat is,ſubmiſhon in recetuing reproofes, and 
(if need bealſo) correQtions from their husbands : 
as ſhe muſt willingly obey all his lawfull comman- 
| dements, ſo muſt ſhe patiently ſuffer all his repre- 
| henſions and correCtions. Is not this dutyplaine- 
| ly required in thoſe words ? As the Church 6 ſub- 
zect to Chriſt, ſo muſt alſo the wines to their owne bul- 
bands in ener thing .Doubtlefſe co brook fEþroofes 
and corrections,is aneceſſary part of the Churches 
ſubieCtion vnto Chriſt : neither ſhall it diſcharge 
| its duty in ſtriving to obey, vnleſle where it fatleth, 
it be content to be chidden, and if the failings bee 
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Wherefore it 1s impoſſible for women to looſe 
theirconſciences from the bondof this part of ſub- 


ncuer be able ro ſhew) ſome other text of Scrip- 
ture, limitingand_abridging this generalitic, and 
excinpting thenrfrom ſuffering. Indecd this is an 


made cumberſome, and ſo they arecuer loath to | 
beare it : it the ſecond part of ſubieion is yet 


(as oft they bec) palpable, ro be chaſticed alſo. 


ietion, valeſſe they could ſhew (which.chey ſhall | 


—— 
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vncouth'ipoint;: and that which ſcarce one woman | 


| of a thouſand, will grant to be needfall for her, or - 
| required of her: foreorrupt nature hathno more | 


ready.meanes of pulling their neckes from vnder 
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tic denying them to be duties : but it ſhall bee in 
vaine to cauill againſt euident proofe, Ir is moſt | 
vndeniably plaine,that patient ſuffering,is one part | 
of ſubieCtion to authoritie ; and therefore ties the | 
conſcience of euery woman towards her husband, 
' as well as doth the other part, (I meane) obedi- 
' ence ; with as much fafery andreaſon fhay ſhe re- 
| fuſe the one, as the other, what euer be ſaid ro the 
| contrary by ſome men alſo, who ftriue to nouriſh 
| women in this error of thinking, that they bee not | 
; bound to patience : .as if they knew not how of 
| themſelues ro bee carelefſe enough of their dutic, 

Nature is full of pride, and pride aboundeth in - 
- * | impatiency,VVe would not feeme to be faulty,and - 
therefore cannot endure to be told of a fault in any 
faſhion Suc with authoritie tobe reprehended for- 
it,which properly we cal chiding, who can brooke - 
ir? By how muchir is more dithculr,by fo much ir 

is more praiſc-worthy,VVe muſtnor diſpence with 

our ſclues igFhatd and troubleſome duties , bur | 
{hew chat we make more account of God our!Ma- | 
' ker,than of our ſelues, by bowing vnder theheaui-- 
eſt burdens, and buckling ourſelues ro the tough- 
| | eſt Iabours,thathe doth call vs vnto, And yet per- 
7 haps many women may be content to yeeld, that | 
it is their dutic to ſubmit themſelues to ſharpe 
| words, and not to thinke ſcorne tobee chidden by 
; their husbands, Oaely for corredtions,for blowes, 
| here will be aworld of gaine-ſaying, what woman 
| 
| 
| 


| rhe yoke of difficult dutics;than by abold and craf- 
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willbe perſwaded to thinke, that it is her duty to 
take them at her husbands bands 2 Yer doubttefſe: 
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ſhe cannot ſay, ſhe hath followed the Apoſtles di. | 
reCtion,of being ſubie@ in eucrything,if ſhe frame! 
not her ſelfe to be ſubie@ alſo in this thing, I con- ; 
| feſſe, thar the nearenefle of this ſocierie is ſuch, as 
| maketh women to expe@tal kingdnefle,and nothing 
| but kindriefle ; and hence ir is,that ſhee cannor a- 
| way with any thing that may ſanour of vnkindnes: 
; butif her expectations be crofſed, and ſhee meete ' 
| with that, that ſhe doth not looke for : the God of | 
| heauen (the commander of a generall ſubieCtion) | 
| will never allow her'to caſt off this yoake of ſubie-' 
| tion. Iconfeſſealfo, that a good wife ſhould e- | 
- uen promiſe her ſelfe freedome from blowes ather | 
husbands hands : for why 2? ſhe ſhould refolue ne- 
uer to breake forth into ſuch exorbitant carriage, 
' as may iuſtly challenge blowes; But yet withall 
ſhe muſt bee of this mind ; if mine husband haue 
iuſt cauſe,thorow my rudenefle and vnwitelike be- | 
hauiour to ſtrike me, I will take it well, and ſee and | 
| mend my rudenefle : yea, it he ſtrike me cauleleſly, 
and in meere paſſhon, I will take it quietly, and not 
ſuffer my ſelfe to breake forth into rebellious and | 
contemptuous words and geſtures, | For this alſo 
muſt bee diligently conſidered of, that ſome re- 
proofes and corrections arc iuft and cauſefull,cuen 
ſuch as the faultinefle of an inferiour doth deferne | 
and call for. Some'agame are caulclefle and vn- | 
ivſt; ſich as the ſuperiours paſſion and diſtemper | 
doth gine, withourany faulc atall of the inferiour, | 
or any fo great fault as deferueth ſo much ſharpe- | 
neſfe.' Now the former kind of reproofes -and ! 
blowes if the wife receiue,ſhe muſtthanke her ſelfe, | 
| | WW'2 and | 


———— —— - OI IEEE 


—  — 


» 
—  —  — 


CE IEErrn ts ono ers > cnn 


I tens Abt »s 


_— I | A Bride-buſh. 


——_— 


1” Hy XL 7 


*5 CD = 6% 
- bs ] 4 
C HAP. I 4+ 
— ——_— 
————— 


—— 


and not alone be patient vnder them, but carcfull | 
} alſo to recciue them fruicfully, making conſcience 
o reforme the faults that haue procured them:tor 
to be of ſo deſperate a mind in cuil doing,as to re- 
| ſolue,that chiding & ſtriking ſhal neuer mend her, 
| | but that ſhe will rather proue worſe than better by 
ſuch meanes, is a thing that declareth fo great a | 
BY | predominancy of ſinne, as whoſocuer nouriſheth 
| herfelfe.ta that reſolution, doth vererly forfeit the 
E” name of a true Chriſtian wite, The ſore is vacure- | 
- ably deadly,that growes forer by fit plaiſters ; and 
that womans ſoule is ſtarke naught, and ſold vnder 
finne, that will waxe more ſinful}, becauſe ſhee is | 
| vicd tor her ſtnnes according to her deſerts, But if 
j any wite haue met with an husband fo fooliſh and 
| paſſionate. that hee will giue her reproofes or cha- 
| | ſticements of the latter kind, yer muſt ſhee deter- 
mine to beare them meckely and quietly, without 
allowing her ſelfe to breake forth into any ſower, 
| froward and vadutifull behauiour : for ſhe is to re- 
member that Saint Petey ſaith, 4 woman of 4. meek 
| and quiet ſpirit is much {et by of Gra: and that meek- 
nefle and quietnefle is not 'worthy the-name of 
meekenefle and quietneſſe, which can onely then 
| bee quiet,. when no cauſe is offered vnto it of vn- 
| | quierneſſe,by hard and vniuſt viage. A ſleeping Li-' 
on will not roare,aflceping Beare will notbge;but | 
this is meekeneſſe to keepe the ſoule calme, when 
| paſſions are as it were ſtirred. and wakened by 
wrongtu!l and vniuſt-vſage. And1urely Saint Pe- 
er is plaine in this point z if wee bebeaten for our 
faults,and doe beare it patiently,thar, in his iudge- 
ment. 
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| and perhaps adde drunkennefle tq his paſſionate- 
| 


| liberall wages, and therefore may well call for hard 


| of a furious husband, that will brawle and fighr . 
| 


| ſtianzand that it is no excuſe from our dutic in any 


without cauſe, and carry himſelfe like a mad man, | 


neſſe, to make him more paſſionate : bur ſtill wee 
muſtremeber,thatthis is no more difficult than di- 
uers other duties in other caſes requized of a Chri- 


| caſe,to ſay itis hard, and who can do it?God giuerh 


workes. Moſt times women are ready to thinke in 


| ſuch caſes, that they may lawfully take leaue to de- 


—— 
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part fro their husbands : but Pas! ſaith plainly,no ; 
let not the waman depart from her husband (ſpea- 


hard mcafure, & like cnough alſo ſtripes & blowes 
from their infidell husbands). Wherefore ifa wo- 
man beſo yoked, ſhee muſt keepe her place, and | 
thew patience. Ir is not far a priſoner to-breake 
priſon at is pleaſure, becauſe he hath met with a 
rough Iaylourt If Ged haue made thine houſe thy 
dungeon,thinehusband thy Iaylor ; yet thoumutt 
not ſecke to make an eſcape, till he deliuer thee 
out that put thee.in, You will ſay (perhaps) that; 
then a wiues caſe is moſt miſerable z Lanſwer,that | 
ſo itis indeed : but yet no moremiterable than of 

| agodly child, liuing vnder the roofe of a tyranni- 

call and wicked father; and of a godly bond-man 
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king of the belecuing wife, of an vnbelecuing hut: ; 
band,who no duubr did many of thEreteive much |: 
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; yet muſt none of them ſaue themlelues by rebelli- 


. 0n,nor ſome of them by flight, Itis yeelded, that 


 {*life better, than in keeping the place where God 


ps. 


A Bride-baſh, 
| being ynder the yoke of awickedand furious ma- 


er,and of Chriſtian fubie&ts livingvnder the yoke | 


_ of an vnchriſtian and periccuting tyrant, which 
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; a woman may herein vie the helpeof her friends, 
| by their meanes to bend her husband ro more. 
mildnefle x yea, ſhee may craue aide of the Magi- 
ſtrate, and ſeek to them that muſt rule both in pub- 
| Iike,to'compell him(by fic meancs) to rule her ber- 
; ter in private : but to runne away from him,or to 
ftrike againe,orto chide and ſcold ; thatſhee may 
; not doe, for that canneuer agree with ſabieCtion | 
, which God requireth at her hands. Tf tt bee (aid, 
. that ſome men are ſo violent, as the wife may be in 
| danger to haue her braines knocked out, and may 
ſhenor refuſe to dwellwith ſuch an one ? Thean- 
| fwer is : ſhee may decline the preſent brunt, bur 
ſhe may not forſake the matrimoniall ſociety : ſhe- 
may flie to the Magiſtrate,and ſeeke ſafetic, with a 
purpoſe of returning vpon ſuch ſecuritie : but ſhe 
* may not flic quite away from him, with a |= my 
of not returning : foras it is no warrant for aſoul- 
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dierto quit his ſtanding, becauſe he caſe falls out 
ſo, that hee muſt either die or leane it, ſo neither 
muſt-a Chriſtian in any place depart frora his 
 placefor feare of death : for how can one ſpend his 
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hath fer him,or die with more comfort,chan when 
he knowes that in looſing his life, he ſhall find it, 
becauſe he chuſerh rather to looſe it in doing his 
dutie, than to faue it by omiſhon thereof, If any 

take | 
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ake vp the obieRion of the diſciples on this occa- 
fion, faying for the wonzatis part, as they did for 
the mans vpon another occafion; that then it were | 
better for a woman neuer4o marry ? I anfwer,that 
I thinke ſo roo, than to marry with ſuch an hul: 
band. Wherefore it Chould teach both maidens | 
and parents,great warines in making their choice : | 
but when the choice is made, ir is cuill redrefſing | 
the inconueniences of an euill choiſe by {inning a- 
gainſt God, in impatiency or deſertion of, the | | 
place. Yea, this one argument of patient bearing | 
ſhould be earneſtly preſſed vpor: the confciences | 
of women fearing God, becauſe there is no ſurer 
meanes of. winning their husbands from ſuch | | 
fierceneſle, nor of procuring to themſelues an ex- | 
cellent meaſure of fanourfrom God,here,aftd gfo- 
ric hereafter, than by-ſuchquictenduring of calle; | 
l:fſe hardneſle: for if an vnbeleeuer miay be wane! 
from infidelicie to Chriſtianity by thewiues chaſt | 
behauiour vnited with fearezhrw much more may: | 
hefope to winne him from vnreaſonableneſſe and | 
| violence,to reaſon and iuſticeby:the like carriage ? | 
And doubtleſlc if that follow.nor, yet ſhall ſhe find | 
| that Peter did not fay in vaine, 4 wormanef 4 quiet | 
ſpirit t much ſet by of God, Butas for the other cour: 
{es of ſetting hard to hard,and reſiſting violenge by | 
violence,or of departing from him,with whom ſhe”. Mi 
| 
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lives ſo weary a life 3, the former of theſe ſhall bur | 

more exaſperate him and God too againſt her,cau- 

ſing that ſhe ſhall hauea raging conkimnce. well 

as a raging husband ; tht latcerſhall leaue her in 

thecaſe of one that hath broken priſon, whom the : 
Magiſtrate | 
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Magitrate will purſue and take, and put him inan 


ſhall ſhe bring an heauſter hand of God vpon her, 
by not accepring the chaſticement wherewith hee 
pleaſeth to trie her. And fo you haue heard the 
dutics of man and wife, principall and leſſe princi- 
pall, mutuall and ſpecaall, borh to him and alſo to 
her, Now though I haue been long already, yet I 
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| harder priſon, withmore gyues after, thi before:lo | 


ſhall take leaue to make ſome vle of all, but very 


briefly. 


_—  — —— OG —_C—— 


C HAPs þ 4 A 
Containing ſome application of all, 


Nd firſt, this miniſters a good inſtructi- 
on to':young and vnmarried people, 
that they doe nor vnaduiſedly ruſh in- 
to this eſtate, A thing of ſuch difficul- 
tie ſhould notbe lightly vndertaken. They ſhall 
haue their hands full of duty, if they getnot their 
hearts full of grace, and their heads full of wiſ- 
dome ; they ſhall find an houſe full of crouble, 
and a life full of woe ; meeting with gall in ſtead 
of hony, and grauell in ſtead of nouriſhing mor- 
ſels. Wouldſt thou be married > See what wiſc- 
dome, what patience, what grace fit to gouerne, 
or fit to obey, thou findeſtin thy ſelfe, Ger thele a- 
gainſt thou come to vſe them,or elſe marriage will 
hot yecld thee ſuch contentment, as thine magi- 
nation promiſerh, Vaine youths grow wanton and 
fall in luſt, and muſt marry before they haue any 
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power to praCtiſe,any vnderſtanding to know their 
duties ; ſothey trouble themſclues, and diſcredit 
their eſtate both at once, He that leapes ouer a 
broad dirch with a ſhort ſtaffc, ſhall fall into the 
midſt; and he thar enters vpon matrimony with- | 
out care to attaine great grace, ſhall be mired and | 
doufſed in diſquietment and vexation, Let vnmar- | 
ried people thinke of this,and be wile. | 
Secondly, I muſt aduiſe all married perſons to - 
grow acquainted with theſe duties, and to marke 
their failings in the ſame, But miſtake me nor : I | 
would that the wife ſhould know hers;the husband * 
his : and both, the common duties. I deſire, that ! 
they ſhould obſerue each their owne, not ſo much | 
each others failings. Indeed it may be feared,that | 
diuers hearcrs now will be worſe for hearing, be- 
cauſe they heard amifſe. The husband may per- 
haps ring his wife a peale of her dutic, when hee 
comes home, and tell her how her faults were ript 
+pzand yetneuer conſider or meditate of his owne 
duties or faults. The wife alſo may likely tell him 
of his owne at home, when ſhee hath little or no- 
thing to ſay to her ſelfe. Thus both ſhal be worſe, 
when they ſeeke to vpbraide cach other, not to a- 
mend each ones ſelfe, Thou husband didft liſten at- 
tentiuely, when the womans duties were handled, 
and thoughtſt: There he mer with my wife ; ſuch 
a time ſhe ſhewed little reuerence,Jcfſe obedience. 
Thou wife hadft the like thoughts concerning 
thine husband : There hee told him home of his 
dutie, Iris not long fince he ſhewed himſelfe nei- 
ther wiſe nor gentle, I would he would ſee to a- 
. _ mend | 
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mend, Vnwiſe man, vawiſe woman : why hadft 
thou not moſt care of thine owne ſoule? Couldeſt 
thou marke what was good for anothers diſcaſc, | 
' not what for thinc owne? Vile thou grow skilfull | 
| inhis way,and not know one foot of that wherzin | 
thy felfe muſt trauell 2 Brethren, ſifters,letrhis bee | 
alrered in vs, If thou be a Chriſtian husband,haue | 
more care toknow that, and be more frequent in 
conſidering that, for which thine owne ſoule mult ' 
anſiyerc,than what lies to the accounts of another, 
So doc thou that art a Chriſtian wite, And that 
man or woman that ſees not more faults and fai- 
| lings 1n him or her {elfe than the yoake-fellow, be- | 
wraies wondrous great pride, ignorance and hy- 
' Þocriſie,if he or ſhe be not matched with one too 
' too notorious for 11] demeHnours. If the heart were 
well couched, ir owne finnes would be more grie- 
- uous,the husbands or wiuecs [cfſe, Contend there- 
| forenot how ſhort thy yoke-fellow comes,but not + 
ro come ſhort chy ſelte, Paſle by the others failings 
' more caſily, bee more cenforious towards thine 
owne : this were to dealc as a Chriſtian, euen to 
iudge thy ſelte, He neuer yer learnt to worke well 
in any worke, chat would caſt his eye more vpon 
his neighbours hngers than his owne : neither was 
he euer good ſcholler that would con his tellowes, 
and not regard the.taske impoſed vpon himſelfe, 
And that makes husbands and wives ſuch ill pay- 
maſters one to another, becauſe they looke often 
what is owing to them.not what they owe. I doubt 
not but experience will backe my ſpeech, If I pro- 
nounce, that they bee not the beft Inisbands and 
wines, 
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oke-fellowes defeRts in dutic; little of thgir owne. 
Andyet is not this ordinary ? Enery man would 


| bea good husband,it hiswife were nor fo bad:and 


ſhe a good wife, were not he ſo excelliuely faultic. 
All the accuſations, all the judgings are-darted at 


| eachother. Whatfolly is this ;- Vnderſtand idle 


| man and woman,that it is not the requiring or re- 
 ceiuing of dutie from others, but the knowing and 


performing of what pertaines to thy ſelte,that will 
proouethee a Chriſtian, comfort thee in tentati- 


- on, reioyce thee jn death, and ſtand for thee in 


| brawles with thy yoke-fellow, if thou bee taken vp | 


- _ 


indgement, And yet art thou ſo loud, and much | 


in calling for dutiegſo mute and dumbe, and igno- 
rant in yeelding it; To conclude therefore, know 
thine owne dutie beſt, marke moſt thine owne 


tranſgreſſings of duty; chen ſhalt thou be free from 


with paines abour thy ſelfe : and there is no better 
meanes of peace infamilies, than that euery one 
ſhould learne and plic his owne'worke, ſee and la- 
bour to mend his owne faults. Haue yourhen been 


| both or either vnchaſte, vnlouing, vnfaithfull > re- 
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| pent both ; and ſtraine not curtitie who ſhall be- 


gin: bur let cither/ſet other a copic of goodneſle, 
And if you willnceds ftrive,ler it be, which ſhall be 


the beſt, which mend farſt, Haſtchou beene a t09- | 
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liſh, paſſionate, vniuſt husband}full of bitter words, | 


perhaps alfo (which is monſtrous) of blowes giucn 


cauſelefly, and in anger, feeking and ſeruing thy | 
ſelfe alone, and riot r:garding thy wiues good, (o / 


thou mighteſt goe away with thine owne will? | 
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thus and thus to me : but repemt of thy birterneſle, 
vnchrifrineſſt folly of all ſorts : confeſle it to God; 
beleech him to make thee a betterhusband, that 
thy wife may be better. Haſt thou beene a diſdain- 
tull, contempruous, brawling, impatient, diſcon- 
rented, and diſobedient wifc ? aske thine heart be- 
fore God, and diſſemble nor, If yea: clamour nor 
againſt thine husbands folly, exclaime nor of his 
ra\hnefſe and hardneſſe; but condemne thy ſelfe 
before, and call vpon God, to make thee feare and 


Entreat him of mercy to make thee berrer,that thy 
husband alſo may be better, Follow the Prouerb, 
and let guery of you mend one, I meane himſelfe, 
andcontention will ceaſe. Pray for eachones ſelfe 
firſt, then for each ottier, VV here'you haue offen- 
ded,labour to ſee ir,confeſſe, bewaile it, and cal for 
| power to reforme, and be not Skilfull ro caft the 
faulc vpon another,bur to caſt it.out of thy ſelf. $o 
| ſhall yourloues be ſure, your hearts Comfortable, 
your example commendable, your houſes peace- 
able, your ſclues ioytull, your liues cheares'-- 
full, your deaths bleſf:d, and your . 
memories happic for 
| euct. 
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obey thine husband as a Commander vnder him. 


| Diue nor into her faults;cry hot out, (le hath -been | . 


